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. Abel-Francois Villemain(1790-1870)

. Jean-Jacques Ampére (1800-1864)

. Tableau de la littérature francaise au XVIII siécle

. Tableau de la littérature au moyen age en France, en Italie, en Espagne et Amgleterre

. Réne Wellek (19031995-)

. “The Name and Nature of Comparative Literature”

. La Gréce, Rome et Dante

. Histoire de la littérature francaise au moyen age comparée aux littératures étrangéeres

9.

La littérature comparée

10. Paul Van Tieghem (1871-1948)

11. Paul Hazard (1878-1944)

12. Fernand Baldensperger (1871-1958)
13. Joseph Texte (1865-1900)
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1. Université de Lyon
2. Anatole France (1844-1924)
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1. Joseph von Hammer-Purgstall (1774-1856)
2. Carl Hermann Athé (1844-1917)

3. lyrique

4. Theodor Néldeke (1836-1930)

5. James Atkinson (1780-1852)
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1. Italo Pizzi (1849-1920)
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1. Emile Edouard Charles Zola (1840-1902)
2. Honoré de Balzac (1799-1850)

3. La Comédie humaine (1829-48)

4. Eugéne Grandet (1833)

5. La Pére Goriot (1835)
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. Littérature comparée
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. Aleksandr Nikolaevich Veselovskii (A. N. Veselovsky)

. Viktor Maksimovich Zirmunskij (Viktor M. Zirmunsky)

. “Historical Poetics” [Istoricheskaia poetika] (1894) in llya Kliger and Boris Moslov, eds.
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2. Comparativism
3. inclusiveness
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Abstract

Golbon (1935-2013) is the first compiler who collected all the writings of Fatimeh
Sayyah (1902-1948), a Russian-born Iranian literary scholar, and published them in
one volume based on the recommendation of A. Sami’i. In this book, he calls her “the
founder of Comparative Literature in Iran”. In the present article, | have shown that
this is a wrong assumption. Although I appreciate Sayyha’s efforts in the develop-
ment of literary studies, I will argue that Golbon, who was not familiar with the basic
tenets of Comparative literature, had mistakenly made an unsubstantiated claim. In-
deed, Golbon was a cataloger and did not have any solid conception of Comparative
Literature. Based on the theories of Comparative Literature, in what follows, | have
analyzed the discourse and the content of Sayyah’s writings. Sayyah herself never
claimed that she is a comparatist and, in fact, her education was on French literature
in Moscow University. Besides, she was not even familiar with her contemporary
Russian comparatists including Veselovsky and Zhimunsky. What is important is that
Golbon’s wrong assumption has had a negative influence on the future generations of
Iranian comparatists, i.e. anybody with the least familiarity with Comparative Liter-
ature, has, thus, entered this rather new discipline and, as a result, has caused grave
misunderstandings on the nature and function of comparative studies in Iran. Thus
after almost seventy years, Comparative Literature, under the auspices Persian Liter-
ature, has not been able to burgeon and achieve a prominent position internationally
which it deserves.
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Extended Abstract

1. Introduction

If we know why we are where we are in a particular field of knowledge and realize
our strengths and weaknesses, the root causes of past misunderstandings are recog-
nized and the path for the growth and expansion of that science is paved. Basically,
complete knowledge of a phenomenon is not possible except through a critical anal-
ysis of its precursors.

2.Aim

In this essay, | want to address a point that others have neglected. The aim is to review
the position of Fatimeh Reza-zadeh Mahalati (1902-1948), known as Sayyah, in the
field of comparative literature in Iran. Golbon (1935-2013) is the first Iranian catalog-
er who compiled and published Sayyah’s writings in Criticism and Travels: Articles,
Lectures, Interviews, Class Notes of Dr. Fatimeh Sayyah (1975). In this book he calls
her “the founder of comparative literature” in Iran. This title has been accepted and
used by researchers, including the author of this article, without any challenge so
far. Golbon did not have any knowledge about comparative literature, so how did he
come to this realization? And more importantly, what were the repercussions of this
misconception on the future of comparative literature in Iran? To my knowledge, no
such study has been done yet.

3.Theoretical Framework and Methodology

The general framework of this study is content analysis of Sayyah’s writings, which
was limited only to a few hundred pages as well as a thorough probe into her academ-
ic career in Russia. Golbon has traced the origin of the above mentioned assumption
to Ahmad Sami’i who was once a student of Sayyah and studied linguistics (M.A.)
at the University of Tehran. Sami’i proposed the compilation of Sayyah’s writings to
Golbon. Sayyah de facto wrote his doctoral thesis on Anatole France. | have analyzed
Sayyah’s writings and have not come up with any trace of comparativism; the find-
ings prove that she was by no means a comparatist.

4.Discussion

Sayyah’s education was French literature at Moscow University. Moreover, she did
not have any familiarity with her contemporary Russian comparatists including Ve-
selovsky and Zhimunsky. Unfortunately, Golbon’s and Sami’i’s wrong assumption
has had a negative impact on the future generations of Iranian comparatists, i.e. any-
body with the least knowledge of comparative literature, has, thus, entered this rather
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new discipline and, as a result, has created grave misconceptions on the nature and
function of comparative studies in Iran. It is common sense that the founder of a
school or theory must have achieved a relative scientific authority in that field in his/
her times. With regard to Sayyah, no such consensus ever exists. Therefore, such an
attribution, even if it was made inadvertently, is one of the mistakes that has caused
misleading perceptions on comparative literature in Iran. In her short life in addition
to literary efforts, Sayyah was very active in the field of women’s rights. She found-
ed the Iranian Women’s Party and became a member of the Iranian-Soviet Cultural
Relations Association and the Iran-British Institute. In the three articles that she has
written on Ferdowsi’s Shahnameh there is no trace of comparative research. These
articles are de facto historical surveys. The main pitfall is precisely here which makes
comparative literature vulnerable to reductionism. In the third part of the book, she
discusses “Romanticism and Realism from the Perspective of Stylistics in European
Literature” In this article Sayyah illustrates the stylistic differences of Hugo, France,
Zola and Balzac. Despite the title of the article, Sayyah does not refer to any oth-
er European authors, and therefore, the article is limited to French literature, the
life-long interest of Sayyah. The last section of Golbon’s book is devoted to Ahmed
Samii’s class notes from decades ago when he was a student of Sayyah. Here Sami’i
has added the term “comparative literature” in parentheses with no explanation. It
can be inferred that Sami’i had assumed that this piece of writing belongs to the field
of comparative literature research, but this is an erroneus postulation. The section is
basically about Romanticism considered separately in France, Germany and England
with no trace of comparison.

5.Findings and Conclusion

Sayah’s thirty-year education and life was in Russia, and the Soviet socialism shaped
her mentality. The single-minded system of the Bolsheviks not only did not pay atten-
tion to comparative literature, but also considered it as a means for the penetration of
the decadent and bourgeois ideas of the West. Therefore, according to the academic
background and the historical-cultural discourse of Sayyah’s times, her literary ap-
proach was not comparativistic in nature, but a dogmatic socialist realism. By close
reading of Sayyah’s writings, it seems logical to conclude that she neither claimed to
be a comparatist, nor was a comparatist in practice. The term “the founder of Iran’s
comparative literature” is the result of a historical-literary misconception that some
have fueled without research. This assumption has caused irreparable damages to
the field of comparative literature and has introduced an inappropriate method into
a dominant discourse, which has resulted in marginalization of comparative litera-
ture in Iran. It indicates that comparative literature is not yet an independent literary
system. Therefore, every self-proclaimed professor with unrelated knowledge has
allowed him/herself to set foot in this field. As far as the author knows, there has been
no comprehensive, theory-oriented and methodical planning to launch the discipline
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of comparative literature in Iran, and if it has, it has not reached the place it should,
due to the lack of academic support. The time has come to answer the challenging
question, “What should be done?”. I have the following suggestions.

*Recognition of CL as an independent field.

*Designing special CL courses to enhance the knowledge of faculty mem-

bers

*Offer Grants for CL postdoctoral positions

*Planning research workshops for faculty members and graduate students

* Increasing and facilitating the publication of CL textbooks

*Revising the qualifications of students’ admission to CL

* On a trial basis, a university in Iran should be considered to start the De-
partment of Comparative Literature with the cooperation of profes-
sors from other universities and disciplines in Iran.

Keywords: Sayyabh, literary criticism, Zarrinkoub, pathology, comparative literature,
genealogy
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