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Since the development of the Modern Sciences in the seventeenth century, religious leaders
used them instrumentally to propagate their religion. Italian Christian scholars sent Pietro
Della Valle (1586-1652) to achieve the original text of the Book of Jacob. They were curious
to know if it is possible to interpret the verses about solid heavens in order to be conciliated
hhhh Tycho aaahess eiimnmiion of hie obb. ee and ohler Chtttt nnn mooooweassss brought
modern astronomy to the East as an instrument for propaganda. As a reaction, Confucianists,
Buddhists, Taoists, and Hinduist found several signs of modern astronomy in their religious
texts. In their turn, the Muslim ulama peecendddhte idea of the “ccnnhicccmeccd”” of hie
Quran. This idea became the source of inspiration for the new genre of the scientific exegesis
of the Quran in the Islamic world. As a Shiite scholar, Hibat al-i1 n Shahnnnnnnl 1883-1967)
put forward this idea about Quran and Shiite hadiths. Several Shiite great ulama, but not all
of hlem, eecevied thss idea hhhhhle ageeemen.. Muhammad-uu aayn aa hhff al-Ghtta’ as a
modernist Shiite scholar accepted heliocentrism and rejected old Ptolemaic astronomy.
Nevertheless, he held that the literal understanding of the Quranic verses is more compatible
hhhhold aooonomy htan modern one. So he didntt ageee hhhhthe idea of a scientific miracle.
In his opinion, only through a true interpretation, one may conciliate holy texts with modern
science. He also accepted a non-materialistic account of the theory of evolution except for
humans. He knew that even a literal interpretation of some hadiths may not be compatible
with any of new and old astronomy. He suggested rejecting these hadiths or interpreting
them metaphorically. These two suggestions should be applied to the hadiths about an
anthropomorphic account of eclipses or the stability of the Earth on cow horns or a fish. Here
T 11 examnre hh ahhff al-Ghttasss eeveaal oo kks as ee 11 as oome phaaees of hss al-Firdaws
al-A4 ‘la. tt shoss hhat he oaund a aa y ooa new inppppeiiii on of the veeees about Godss “charr

and thome” uuutil aa ssss h) by denying Ptolemaic solid orbs.
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1. Pietro Della Valle (1586-1652)
2. Juan Perez de Pineda (c. 1500-1567)
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2. Eugéne Boré (1809- 1878)
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1. Shizuki Tadao (1760-1806)
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