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Purpose-Although the Humanities perform a significant role in sustainable development, it is
often located in an inferior position than physical sciences in the less developed societies such
as Iran. Ricceur believes that in the early formation of an event, a collective memory shapes
and of people remains in shape of collective memory in the minds of the people toward the
event. So, we interested to investigate the roots of the mentioned problem using Ricceur’s Idea
that the perception toward the Humanities at the establishing and formation of university
institution namely from Darolfonoon until now has influenced on the present status of the
Humanities.

Methodology-Therefor we chose three key characters of Darolfonoon: Malcom Khan,
Nazemodole. Etezadosaltane and Etemadosaltane and tried to recognize and analyze their
viewpoints and functions in the humanities. This study has done regarding the cultural history
approach and a descriptive-analytic method using documentary data.

Findings-The findings confirm we could understand the rise and formation of Darolfonoon as
the first modern educational Institution in Iran, based on a narration of development, which
relates the underdevelopment of Iranians to the technical and industrial weaknesses. The
neglect of this institution of the important role of the humanities in the civilization process and
scientific-industrial development, leads to this perception in the mind of people and
policymakers as well. This perception, which remains in the form of collective memory,
prevents the Humanities to achieve to its proper status in the higher education and socio-
economic development of our society.
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