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Abstract

With the aim of identifying and prioritizing the needs of the young elites and
the typology of this group, the current research identified the needs of the
elites in the framework of the Q method, while conducting in-depth
interviews with the elites and examining the available resources. In the
second part, 62 young university elites completed the final questionnaire.
Then, four mental patterns were obtained. According to the findings, the
"supportive elites" are mostly looking for support and facilities for
livelihood, research, recruitment etc., and they adapt themselves well to
quantitative criteria to obtain support and facilities. "Participating elites"
believe that the existing support should be appropriate to the dignity and
special conditions of each elite. This group needs to provide the basis for
their influence through interaction with different levels of governance and
with other elites. "Individual elites" seek public support in the fields of
livelihood, research, and equipment, and prefer short-term and economic
support to long-term and targeted facilities. "Operational elites" are also
mainly looking for specific and targeted support such as commercialization
of products, creation of knowledge-based businesses and application of
research. Finally, operational and policy proposals were presented to meet
these needs.

Keywords: Needs Assessment, Young Elites, Typology, Q Method.

* Corresponding Author: mahdizadeh@nrisp.ac.ir

How to Cite: Lotfi Khachaki. B., Mahdizadeh. M. (2022). Needs Assessment and
Needs Typology of Young University Elites, Quarterly Journal of Social sciences,
29(98), 43-80.

Original Research

Date Received: 30/8/2023 Date Revised: 24/10/2023 Date Accepted: 1/11/2023

elSSN: 2538-2772

ISSN: 1735/1162


https://orcid.org/0000-0002-6639-9339
http://orcid.org/0000-0001-8788-1282

Fall 2022| No.98 | Vol. 29 | Quarterly Journal of Social sciences| 44

Introduction

Needs assessment is a systematic process to determine goals, identify
gaps between the current situation and goals, and finally determine
priorities for action and implementation of solutions.

In the elite system, the lack of a mechanism to measure the needs
of the elites creates shortcomings such as the lack of complete
understanding of the demands and needs of the elites, the weakness of
the two-way communication between the elite system and the elite
society, and the lack of theoretical foundations that can be used in
planning for the elites. These problems are the main motives for
conducting the present research.

The current research was conducted with the aim of identifying
and prioritizing the needs of the young elite.

Research Question(s)

1. What are the most important needs of young elites in different
fields (cultural, social, economic, scientific and research)?

2. How to prioritize the needs of the young elite?

3. What is the typology of young elites according to their needs,
motivations and different capabilities?

Literature Review

The works that have been done in the field of needs assessment fall
into several general categories, which include research needs
assessment or determining research priorities, educational needs
assessment, needs assessment of groups and informational needs
assessment. The research review showed that in relation to different
groups such as immigrants, doctors, nurses, managers, employees,
teachers, youth, women, children, parents and students, needs
assessment has been done in the aforementioned four areas; However,
in the field of elites, as one of the most important sections of the
society, no comprehensive research has been done in the field of needs
assessment.

Another point is that the domestic and foreign studies found with
the keyword "elite” in English were mainly related to sports elites,
which is outside the scope of the present research. Furthermore, some
studies have only emphasized elites as the studied group and did not
enter into the topic of needs assessment, for example, media
consumption, social vitality or scientific creativity among elites. A
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number of studies also focused on a specific issue related to elites
such as immigration.

On the other hand, most of the internal research is in the category
of educational needs assessment and has been done with a quantitative
method, while in external research, the percentage of qualitative
research is higher than internal research. Therefore, by choosing a
combined method that considers both quantitative survey method and
qualitative and exploratory approach, in addition to filling the research
gap in this field, this research tries to calculate the needs of the elites
that can be used by the elite system.

Materials and Methods
In the framework of the Q method, while conducting in-depth
interviews with the elites and examining the available resources. In
the second part, 62 young university elites completed the final
questionnaire. By analyzing the data, using the factor analysis method,
four factors or mental patterns of elites were obtained.4. Results

In this study, four mental patterns of elites were obtained.
According to the findings, the "supportive elites" are mostly looking
for support and facilities for livelihood, research, recruitment etc., and
they adapt themselves well to quantitative criteria to obtain support
and facilities. "Participating elites" believe that the existing support
should be appropriate to the dignity and special conditions of each
elite. This group needs to provide the basis for their influence through
interaction with different levels of governance and with other elites.
"Individual elites” seek public support in the fields of livelihood,
research, and equipment, and prefer short-term and economic support
to long-term and targeted facilities. "Operational elites" are also
mainly looking for specific and targeted support such as
commercialization of products, creation of knowledge-based
businesses and application of research.

Discussion and Conclusion

Many of the needs of elites are linked to each other in a chain, and
solving some of them will provide the basis for solving other related
needs; on the contrary, not addressing one need can be the foundation
of formation of other related needs. On the other hand, the institutions
in charge of the elites should have a support package for the elites that
proportionately considers all four elites’ mentality and meets the needs
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of all four categories of elites. The existence of a need in the mind of
the elites requires careful planning and policy in order to solve it. This
planning can lead to modification of the current procedures and their
improvement, or the design of a new support program.
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