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Introduction

The study of social harm has long been the focus of social thinkers. One group considers them to be caused by human nature, which
is often rooted in psychological theories, while another group considers them to be caused by the environment and the nature of
society. Several factors have been considered in the occurrence of social harm. Among these factors, economic conditions of the
society play a significant role. Crime as one of the most obvious social harms in any societies has caused countries to increase the
costs of security and public order, resulting in inefficient use of resources in both the public and private sectors. Given the wide
dimensions of social harms and increasing spread of criminal activities in the society, this study examined the economic factors
affecting social harms with a specific focus on the crime of theft in East Azarbaijan Province. The study aimed to answer the
question of whether an increase in the poverty index, living costs, and economic growth in the province could affect the commission

of theft.

Materials & Methods

This study investigated the impact of several economic
variables, including Gross National Product (GDP), misery
index, food and non-food expenditure, and population
growth, on the social damage caused by crime in East
Azarbaijan Province from 2000 to 2020. The required data
were obtained from the statistical yearbook of East
Azarbaijan Province, as well as the statistical yearbook of the
country for different years. The appropriate models were
selected based on theoretical topics, empirical research
studies, and considerations of data and information. The
desired pattern was estimated using the Autoregressive
Distributed Lag Model (ARDL) with the collected data.

Discussion of Results & Conclusion

The results obtained indicated that the misery index had a
short and long-term impact on the number of thefts in East
Azarbaijan Province. The misery index directly affected the
individuals' living standards through the inflation and
unemployment rates, reducing their financial resources,
incomes, and purchasing power, which could lead to an
increase in criminal activities. Inflationary conditions had
decreased the purchasing power of households and increased
the cost of living, prompting people to turn to criminal
activities to maintain their previous standard of living.
Unemployment, on the other hand, contributed to poverty,
economic inequalities, and reduced opportunities for earning
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and employment, leading to crimes, deviations, tensions,
social disorders, and violence.

Additionally, the results showed that an increase in the
gross domestic product of the province led to a decrease in
theft. Economic growth and expansion improved business
conditions, provided employment opportunities, generated
income, and reduced motivation for criminal activities, such
as theft. The study also revealed that the highest growth of
theft occurred in 2008, coinciding with the lowest level of the
GDP in the province. Increases in the cost of living and the
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average cost of food and non-food items due to inflation had
a direct relationship with theft in East Azarbaijan Province.

Based on the obtained results and the impact of the
studied economic variables on crime in East Azarbaijan
Province, it is necessary to focus on planning and policy-
making to reduce inflation and unemployment, as well as
creating production and employment opportunities.

Keywords: Social Harm, Crime, Misery Index, East
Azarbaijan Province, ARDL.
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