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Abstract

Background and objectives: The riots of the fall of 2022, with a
complex and extensive design, which had a subversive nature and
were directed by foreign agents, were named as "hybrid war". The
purpose of this research was to analyze the dimensions of the 2022
unrest from the perspective of combined war, because knowing the
components and dimensions of this hybrid war will lead to
planning and preparation to face this issue in the future.
Methodology: In terms of its objectives, the current study is of an
applied research type; in terms of nature, it was exploratory and
descriptive-analytical. The research population included experts in
the field of social security and armed forces (police, IRGC, and
General Staff of the Armed Forces) in Tehran. The sample was
selected in a purposeful way and the data reached theoretical
saturation in the 17th person. The research tool included semi-
structured interview and data analysis was done by thematic
analysis method. The validity and reliability of the interviews were
confirmed with Guba and Lincoln criteria.

Findings: The findings of the research showed that the unrest of
2022 was a full-scale hybrid war with a complex design in the
form of overarching themes in three strategic, operational and
tactical dimensions. Under the three dimensions, 22 organizing
themes and 117 indicators were identified.

Results: The results of the research findings show that in the
unrest of 2022, all the capabilities of hybrid war were used in three
levels: soft, semi-hard and hard. It is necessary for the police and
officials to put planning and future research on the agenda,
anticipate future events, and take appropriate measures for
prevention and countermeasures.
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