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Abstract

As digital change increases with demand for new digital products, processes, and technologies, building
consensus among all actors involved in a company's digital innovation strategies is essential. Owners greatly
influence the company's goals and design: they are a group that top management should pay special attention
to. It is very important to understand which individual aspects of owners influence digital innovation processes.
However, research on the impact of owner characteristics on digital innovation is rare. This paper analyzes more
than 550 patent-holding companies involved in digital innovation to fill this gap. This research evaluates the
relationship between owner characteristics and patenting activity. These results show the significant effect of
gender, education, and minority status of owners on digital innovation. The findings of this research, by agreeing
to a deeper understanding of the owners' profile of digital innovation, help top management to identify two more
effective engagement strategies for better functioning of the digital change process.
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