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Abstract

Background and aim: Homicide investigation is one of the most
complex police actions aimed at achieving justice, which requires an
appropriate structure for carrying out these important police mission.
Therefore, the objective of this research was to identify the structural and
organizational requirements for homicide investigation.

Method: This research was conducted as applied research with an
exploratory mixed-methods (qualitative-quantitative) approach. The
qualitative participants included judges, experts, and academic and
executive elites in the field of homicide, and data were collected through
semi-structured interviews. Theoretical saturation was achieved with 30
participants. In the quantitative section, a total of 57 chiefs of provincial
criminal investigation departments and homicide detectives were selected
to validate and complete a researcher-developed questionnaire derived
from the qualitative section. The data were analyzed using SPSS22 and
Smart PLS software.

Results: Considering the research objectives, the qualitative analysis
yielded 48 core themes and 6 organizing themes related to the structural
and organizational requirements. The quantitative findings also indicated
that the model derived from the qualitative section had a good fit with a
value of 0.576 for the GOF criterion, confirming the overall research
model.

Conclusion: Based on the research findings, homicide investigation will
become more complex in the future compared to the past, and important
components such as investigators' individual characteristics, organization
and structure, technology, facilities and equipment, budget, and
management play a significant role in effective crime detection.
Therefore, it is necessary for the Command Headquarters of Law
Enforcement Forces of the Islamic Republic of Iran to provide the
identified components and indicators of structural and organizational
requirements to facilitate fast and cost-effective homicide investigations.
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