Alzahra University- Faculty of Social Sciences and Economics
Accounting and Social Interests, VOL. 13, NO. 2, Summer 2023, Pages 109-126

Information Technology Auditing: Necessity or
Opportunity?

Yahya Shiri*, Mahdi Mahdavikhou"

Received: 2023/05/05 ]
Accepted: 2023/09/21 Research Paper

Abstract

Purpose: Considering the role and importance of information technology in organizations,
the purpose of this research is to explain the audit framework in the field of information
technology and review of the results of researches conducted in this field.

Methodology: In this research, while reviewing the theoretical foundations of auditing in
the field of information technology in foreign and domestic researches, the processes and
the theoretical framework presented in order to ensure the adequacy of the controls applied
on the information systems and confirm the proper effectiveness of this system has been
discussed.

Findings: The findings of the research indicate that due to the rapid emergence of
information technology and the demand for faster access to financial information, it is
necessary to invent new approaches in auditing for continuous monitoring and the
collection and analysis of audit evidence, and familiarity of internal and external auditors
to the risks of software and hardware related to information systems and their training and
awareness is mandatory.

Conclusion: The best way to conduct a comprehensive and reliable audit in the field of
information technology is to create an audit team with a diverse mix of experienced auditors
and trained with sufficient skills. This can be developed through the continuous cooperation
of audit committees and internal auditors with departments related to information
technology and senior management.

Contribution: One of the best globally accepted procedures is “Control Objectives for
Information and related Technology" or COBIT, and this topic has been addressed in a very
limited way in internal researches, therefore the present research can provide useful
information to auditors and interested parties and lead to more attention to the issue of
information technology audit.
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1. The Institute of internal Auditors
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1. Computer Assisted Audit Tools
2. Audit Command Language
3. Computer Assisted Audit Tools
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1. Extensible Business Reporting Language
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