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Abstract

The aim of the current research was to compare the top 10 core life skills recommended by
World Health Organization (WHO) in the elementary education of Iran and Finland. This
research was a qualitative study using Bereday’s (1964) model containing four stages of
description, interpretation, juxtaposition, and comparison. Finland was selected because it
has been very successful in elementary education according to the PIRLS results. The data
were collected from library documents, articles, quarterly and annual reports, websites and
databases. The findings indicated that learning fundamental concepts such as reading,
writing, mathematics, and attention to culture and art, health, and social skills were common
goals of the elementary education of the two countries. But these two were different in terms
of attention to cognitive skills (decision-making, problem-solving, creative thinking, critical
thinking, self-awareness), and social and interpersonal skills (effective communication,
interpersonal relations, empathy, emotions, and stress management). The findings of this
study can provide insights into the status of Iran's primary education in terms of WHO's core
life skills to facilitate the necessary actions and reforms to enhance the efficiency and
effectiveness of these goals.
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1. Education

2. The Learning Curve

3. Pearson

4. UN United Nations Educational, Scientifc and Cultural Organisation (UNESCO)
5. The Gross Domestic Product (GDP)

6. Global Index of Cognitive Skills and Educational Attainment

7. The Legatum Prosperity Index
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