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Abstract

This comparative study aimed to make a comparison between educational policies in the field
of educational justice in Iran and India. This research was a qualitative study which employed
Bereday’s (1964) model containing four stages of description, interpretation, juxtaposition,
and comparison. The required data were collected from scientific articles, websites of
international organizations such as UNICEF, UNESCO, and the Ministry of Education of the
selected countries, as well as related publications and theses. Within the frameworks
proposed by Bereday (1964) and Harendi et al. (1398), the data were analyzed in terms of
three themes: preparing fair distribution of resources, the learners’ use of all resources, the
access of the learners to competencies. The findings indicated the two systems were similar
in having preschool education, improvement of infrastructure and health facilities,
classification of students as gifted and talented, qualitative and quantitative assessment, and
gender inequalities at schools. Another finding demonstrated that the Indian education
system was more flexible and decentralized in decision-making processes. Additionally, the
educational approaches in India were more socially oriented, with poverty being a major
reason for dropout rates, while in Iran, educational approaches had a cultural-social nature,
and economic factors played a lesser role in student dropout rates. The results of this research
can be helpful for educational planners and policymakers in designing and formulating
educational programs related to educational justice to provide equitable educational
opportunities for all learners in all regions of the country.
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