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Abstract

This study aimed at making a comparison between the selection methods of primary school
principals in the educational systems of Iran and Japan. The study was qualitative in nature
and comparative descriptive in terms of implementation method. For data analysis, Bereday’s
(1964) model containing four stages of description, interpretation, juxtaposition, and
comparison was applied. The population of the study was all the countries which had
implemented some reforms in their school management during the recent two decades. The
sample of the study consisted of Iran and Japan which were selected purposefully due to
giving priority to the issue of management in their elementary education. The data were
collected from the library documents, articles, quarterly and annual reports, websites of the
ministries of education and international organizations such as UNESCO. The findings of the
study indicated that in both educational systems, the school principals were selected based
on experience, degree, and qualifications. But the two systems were different in terms of
adopting management approach, selecting principals, having independent schools, giving
priority to higher experience and degree, offering training courses, and having a management
certificate in educational leadership. The findings of this study can help policy-makers select
better candidates for the managerial positions at elementary schools.
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