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Abstract

This study aimed to make a comparison between Iran and a group of countries including
Singapore, the Russian Federation, and Hong Kong in terms of the reading literacy in the
PIRLS (2016) examination. The theoretical model adopted for analysis was Bereday’s (1964)
model containing four stages of description, interpretation, juxtaposition, and comparison.
The data collection tool included multiple checklists containing components related to
contextual learning environments of reading, key factors related to schools, as well as the
results of the PIRLS exams, organized into 14 general items. The results of data analysis
indicated that Singapore, the Russian Federation, and Hong Kong were successful due to a
decentralized educational structure, attention to the mother tongue, sufficient instructional
materials and financial resources, access to technology and educational media, early
identification and support for students with reading difficulties, teacher training and
professional development, emphasis on quality preschool education, cooperation and
collaboration among organizations to promote reading, appropriate class sizes, consideration
of reading instruction time, implementation of innovative plans in reading literacy etc.
However, Iran had not sufficiently addressed these aspects, leading to weak performance in
the PIRLS exams. Therefore, based on the results, practical recommendations are provided
to address these weaknesses.

Keywods: Comparative study, Hong Kong, Iran, Literacy, PIRLS exam, Singapore, The
Russian Federation.
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