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Abstract: The postmodern curriculum is an approach that
focuses on differences, diversity and recognizing changes in
the time, space, boundaries, and place in which one is socially
and historically formed. The aim of this study was to
investigate the elements of postmodern curriculum in Iranian
higher education through a study at the University of Tabriz.
This research was conducted with a qualitative approach in
two phases. In the first phase, to answer the first question of
the research, synthesis research was used and in the second
phase, to answer the second and third questions, the
phenomenological method of descriptive type was employed.
The tool used in the second phase included a semi-structured
interview. The sample was selected from the faculty members
of Tabriz University by purposeful sampling. Themes
obtained from the interviews including: fixed objectives,
semi-flexible content, collaborative and project-based
teaching-learning methods and combined evaluation showed
that the elements of the postmodern curriculum have
penetrated three elements of content, teaching-learning
methods and evaluation in the Iran's higher education
curriculum to some extent, but no significant impact was
detected on the element of goals, and this element has
retained its traditional form in higher education. Also, the
themes of "pluralism, acceptance of skepticism about religion
and ethics and absurdism™ were introduced as disadvantages
of postmodernism and "dissemination of cultures, attention to
differences and cultivating a critical view" as benefits of
postmodern influence in Iranian higher education curriculum.
It seems that there is need for further studies in order to
achieve a complete understanding of postmodernism and its
curriculum. The practitioners should minimize the negative
effects and consequences by understanding the hidden angles
of the postmodern curriculum and its positive achievements.
Keywords: higher education, curriculum, postmodern,
University of Tabriz
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