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Abstract

one of the ways to become Mahram is breastfeeding (Shir-Dadan).
The present study aims to answer this main question with a descriptive
and analytical method: Does the noble verse imply the amount of
breastfeeding in proving the Mahramiyat in the Shia and Sunni
interpretations? The author has tried to study this issue from the
perspective of Imamiyyah interpretations and Sunni interpretations.
The interpretations and jurisprudence of the Imamiyyah have
discussed Mahramiyat by breastfeeding from three aspects of effect,
number, and time, but the interpretations and jurisprudence of Ahl al-
Sunnah have given two aspects of effect and number. The common
denominator of both is the effect that is effective in creating
Mahramiyat by breastfeeding. From the application of the verse, it is
not possible to give a rule on the amount of milk in becoming Mahram
by breastfeeding, and to understand the rule, one must refer to the
sayings and arguments of the jurists. Imami commentators have
mentioned various sayings such as 1 time, 10 times, 15 times and 15
days and nights among which they have strengthened the number 15
times because it is close to "effect” and other sayings have problems.
Sunni commentators have not mentioned a specific number and
amount, but Sunni commentators and jurists have stated sayings such
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as: mere breastfeeding, 3 times, 4 times, 5 times, and 10 times, and
there is no firm word or indicator here. It is an important point that the
researches in Shia and Sunni interpretations indicate that their
arguments in applying the noble verse and specifying the amount of
milk in the Mahramiyat by breastfeeding are incomplete, and to prove
the Mahramiyat by breastfeeding, one should refer to the traditions
and legal books of different parties.

Keywords: Quran, Shia and Sunni interpretations, Mahramiyat by
Breastfeeding.
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1. Introduction

Means of privacy (Mahramiat) in Islamic Denominations consist of
blood, marriage, and breastfeeding relations. Breastfeeding (Rizaa) is
one of the means of privacy which makes Mahram a baby boy with
the woman who has breastfed him as well as the woman’s sister,
mother, and daughter. Breastfeeding also makes Mahram a baby girl
with the husband, brothers, father, and sons of the woman who has
breastfed her. It is worth mentioning that particular conditions have
been specified for privacy. The jurisprudential and acknowledged
basis of this Fatwa is the honorable verse "And your mothers who
have breastfed you and your Rizaa sisters” (Al-Nisa: 23). Although
this verse merely stipulates two instances of Rizaa, i.e. foster mothers
and the foster sisters, the prohibition of other relatives can be
construed from other hadiths. The Prophet (May God bless him and
his household and give them peace) declares, “What brings privacy
through parentage also brings privacy through breastfeeding”. The
present study aims to survey the amount of milk in creating
breastfeeding privacy in the light of verse 23 of Surah Nisa and make
a comparative and critical study of the issue from the standpoints of
the Shia and the Sunni jurisprudence.

2. Literature Review

Regarding the background of this research, the Shia and the Sunni
jurists have discussed breastfeeding generalities under the discussion
of The Book of Marriage. Due to its significance, a number of
researchers have made a lot of efforts and have conducted many
studies on the subject of breastfeeding privacy. The following
examples are worth mentioning: Articles entitled “A Survey of
Creating Breastfeeding Privacy from Breast Milk Bank” by Hamed
Mirzakhan; Journal of Jurisprudence and ljtihad, 2017; "Rizaa
Mahramiet" by Masoud Emami; Qur'an, Jurisprudence and Islamic
Law spring and summer 2019, "Mother's Breastfeeding Privacy in the
Holy Qur'an"; by Masoud Emami; Qur'an, Islamic Jurisprudence and
Laws, spring and summer 2018, "A Study of Breastfeeding Privacy
Prohibition from the Perspective of the Qur'an and Islamic
jurisprudence™ by Seyyed Ali Hosseini; Qur'anic Thoughts Journal,
spring and summer 2017; the Master of Arts thesis: "Religion in
Imamiyyah and Sunnah Jurisprudence” by Tahira Salehi Shirazi,
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University of Qom; 2017; and Conference paper: "Breastfeeding
Privacy in the Shia and the Sunni Jurisprudence” by Mohammad
Hosseini Hiran, Mahsa Asgharzadeh, Qasim Soleimani Molla Yousef;
Conference of Studies in Management, Accounting and Law;
30/03/1401. What distinguishes this study is it addresses specifically
verse 23 of Surah Nisa "And your mothers who have breastfed you
and your Rizaa sisters" and attempts to do a comparative analysis of
the Jurisprudence Judgement of Breastfeeding Mahramiat (privacy) in
the perspective of the Shia and the Sunni jurisprudence in the light of
verse 23 of Surah Nisa. In other words, this article aims to examine
the implication of the above-mentioned verse on the amount of milk in
proving breastfeeding privacy in the perspective of the Shia and the
Sunni jurisprudence. It is to note that no studies have addressed the
issue from the aforesaid perspective making the present article the first
to target the issue.

3. Methodology

Employing a descriptive-analytical method, the present article gathers
and analyzes data so as to conduct a comparative examination of the
concept of breastfeeding privacy in the words and interpretations of
the Shia and the Sunni jurisprudence with reference to verse 23 of
Surah Nisa.

4. Conclusion

With reference to verse 23 of Surah Nisa, breastfeeding (Rizaa) is one
of the means of privacy. The Shia and the Sunni jurists have used the
above-mentioned verse to determine the frequency of breastfeeding in
proving breastfeeding privacy and stated different numbers which
were clarified by examining the sayings and evidences. In this regard,
their evidence seems to be incomplete and the verse does not
determine a definite number.

The Shia commentators and the Imami jurisprudents have put
forward different sayings about the amount and frequency of
breastfeeding and milk and have addressed breastfeeding privacy in
terms of the effect, amount and duration of breastfeeding. Regarding
the amount of breastfeeding, 1, 10, 15 times and 15 days can be
mentioned.

There is no difference of opinion about the effect of breastfeeding
between the Shia and the Sunni jurists. The effect of breastfeeding
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signifies the breastfeeding which triggers the growth of flesh and the
intensification of bones. However, regarding the frequency of
breastfeeding, most of the early, late and contemporary jurists have
accepted number 15 for it is close to the effect.

Sunni commentators and jurists have discussed the issue in terms
of effect and amount. In terms of creating privacy with reference to
the frequency of breastfeeding, there are various contentions such as
3, 4 and 5 times of breastfeeding. In terms of effect, the Sunni jurists
are in agreement with the Shia jurists and this axiom is effective in
creating breastfeeding privacy. Nevertheless, there is no firm
statement and index in terms of the frequency of breastfeeding.
Rather, there are different accounts. These statements might be correct
for the Sunnis based on the four-fold jurisprudence, but they are not
acceptable in the Shia jurisprudence for none of them would trigger
the growth of flesh and intensification of bones, although 10 times
breastfeeding seems to be compatible with the Shia jurists which also
has some complications.
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