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Abstract

The most basic word in the Holy Qur'an refers to the concept of family. The
present article aims to discover its basic meaning and conceptual scope by
analyzing and describing the lexical and Quranic uses of the word "Ahl" and
based on that, reinterpret "Ahl" in verse 6 of Surah Tahrim. The results of
the research are that among the 5 meanings expressed for "family" in the
word, its basic meaning is human and family, and the other 4 meanings go
back to the meaning of human, and in the Qur'an in the meanings: nuclear
family, extended, The inhabitants of a place, those who live with a person,
the followers of the holy books. Therefore, it seems that this word in verse 6
of Surah Tahrim can be interpreted to different levels of the family and at
least it can be extended to mercy and relatives, as a result, God in this verse
calls all relatives to compassion and efforts for guidance and happiness of all
levels. The family is ordered from nuclear to extended in order of priority,
and to protect them from the fire of hell with various educational methods,
including the commandment of the good and the prohibition of the bad.
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Introduction

For the family, various divisions and levels have been stated. In a
division for the family, three levels are stated: 1 The first level
includes parents and children; 2- The second order, in addition to
them, includes the spouses' parents (grandfather and grandmother); 3-
The third order, in addition to the members mentioned in the second
order, also includes the brothers and sisters of parents and their wives
and children. The most basic word in the Holy Quran refers to the
concept of family, the word "AhI" which in Arabic culture refers to all
three levels of the family. On the other hand, in verse 6 of Surah
Tahrim, God has asked believers to protect themselves and their
families from the fire of hell. The present article aims to discover the
basic meaning and conceptual scope of the word "Ahl" with the
method of analysis and description, and to reinterpret "Ahl" in verse 6
of Surah Tahrim based on that.

Research method

The research method of this article is the method of description and
analysis, which is done by describing the lexical concept and
examining and analyzing it in the Holy Quran.

Background

The most relevant article with the subject of this article is the article
on redefining the family based on the Qur'an and narrative texts by
Homayoun Saraghi and Mohammad Mahdi Safuraei Parisi (2018).
The authors of this article have tried to extract and introduce the
components of the family from the perspective of the religious texts of
the Qur'an and traditions with a psychological approach, citing the
narrative texts and the Holy Quran, which is valuable and novel
research in its own right. However, the difference between the present
article and the mentioned article is obvious. In this article, an attempt
is made to introduce keywords indicating the concept of family in the
Holy Qur'an and then to determine the extent of the family based on
the concept of "family" and the analysis of verse 6 of Surah Tahrim,
which was not addressed in any of these axes in the article of Saraghi
and Safuraei.
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Conclusion

The results of the research are that there are 5 meanings for "“family"
in the word: 1. "family" refers to those who have a place of residence
and common life, 2. "family" refers to those that there is a relationship
between them, 3. "Ahl" refers to those who only have some kind of
relationship between them, 4. "Ahl" refers to those who follow one of
their members, 5. "Ahl" are those among whom there is love and
affection. Among these meanings, the most basic meaning, which is
common among most of the uses of "Ahl", is the meaning of human
and having love, and the other 4 meanings can be referred to the
meaning of human. Another result of this research is that the word
"family” is used in the Quran in different and varied meanings
including: nuclear family including husband and wife without children
(Hood, 72, Yusuf: 25) or with children (Namal, 52) extended family
including parents and children, grandparents (Nesa, 92) and Parents’
brothers and sisters (Yusuf, 65) and above these include all relatives,
clans (Nesa, 35) and others who live in the same place with the
person. Among the other meanings of "Ahl" in the Holy Quran are the
inhabitants of a place (with the addition of the word "Ahl" to that
place), whether it is a house (Noor, 27) or a city ( Ahzab, 13) or those
who live in a place like a ship (Kahf, 71) or those who gather in a
place like the fire of hell (Sad, 64), those who live with a person and
there is some kind of relationship between them like friendship or
kinship. (Maryam, 16), followers of a person such as a prophet or a
religion or a divine book (Maedah, 15 and 47; Nahl, 43), those who do
a certain work; for example, they give trust to another (Nesa, 58) or
they plot against another (Fater, 43) and... On the other hand, in Surah
Tahrim, God Almighty has ordered the believers to protect themselves
and their "family” from the fire of hell, whose fuel is people and
stones: "O you who have faith! Save yourselves and your families
from a Fire whose fuel will be people and stones, " Who is meant by
"people™ in this honorable verse? One of the questions of this article,
which is based on the wide scope of the meaning of "family” in the
word and the Holy Quran, it seems that the word "Ahlikum" in verse 6
of the prohibition can be interpreted to different levels of the family -
respecting the hierarchy of kinship and closeness. Being close to the
individual is not limited to the nuclear family or even the extended
family, but includes all those who live with the individual and the
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entire clan and tribe. Although there is a possibility of extending the
scope of the meaning of Ahlikam in Surah Tahrim to all believers in
the Islamic society, as a result, we can use the honorable verse that
God in verse 6 of Surah Tahrim - assuming all believers as members
of one family - all Muslims have been invited and ordered to be
compassionate and try to guide and prosper all levels of the family,
but this generalization is a place for reflection and there is no need for
it; because in other verses of the Qur'an, duties, and responsibilities
such as enjoining good and forbidding evil for individual believers
have been stated in relation to other believers.
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