Shahid Rajaee Teacher Training University- Iran
Ontological Researches

Semi-Annual Scientific Journal

ISSN (print): 2345-3761 (online): 2676-4490

Type: Research

Vol.12, No. 23
Spring & Summer 2023

Journal Homepage: www.orj.sru.ac.ir

Ontology of "'Society"*; Derived from the Ontology of
Discontinuity Quantity (with Emphasis on Comparing the
Opinions of
Ayatollah Mesbah Yazdi and Allameh Tabatabai)

Mohsen labkhandagh?
Mohammadreza Maleki Borojeni?

Abstract

The question of the existence of a society based on different philosophical ideas finds
various answers. In this article, based on the philosophical explanation of number as
discontinuity quantity, we are trying to answer this question. The data of the article
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was collected by documentary method and data analysis is based on deductive-
evidential method. Ayatollah Misbah considers number among secondary
philosophical intelligible that have no external existence, and Allameh Tabatabai
considers number as an accident enjoying a quiddity. Allameh's approach to number
will open a way to prove a real factual existence of society, and based on Ayatollah
Misbah Yazdi's approach to number, the existence of society does not go beyond a
subjective matter. Although the philosophical analysis of number opens the way for
the ontology of society, its capacity to answer many sociological issues is limited,
and therefore this philosophical entry, along with other philosophical entries, can
establish a comprehensive philosophical theory in social ontology.

Keywords :Discontinuity Quantity, Number, Ontology of Society, Allameh
Tabatabai, Ayatollah Misbah Yazdi.

Problem Statement

The type of existence of society has always been one of the questions of sociology.
Islamic philosophers, especially the late Muslim philosophers, have addressed this
question more or less. The path followed in this article is based on two philosophical
theories about the existence of number from the perspective of Allameh Tabatabai
and Ayatollah Misbah - both of whom are Sadrai sages with many differences in the
interpretation of transcendental wisdom - shows how from these two philosophical
theories two types of social ontology are obtained.

Method
The method adapted in this research is documentary as the data are collected from
the library resources and then the data are analyzed on the basis of deductive
argument.

Findings and Results

According to Allameh Tabatabai, the number necessarily exists outside (Tabatbai,
1385, p. 415) and according to Ayatollah Misbah, the number should be counted
among the secondary philosophical intelligible and therefore the number does not
exist externally. (Masbah Yazdi, 1405, p. 159). Aaccording to the Allameh’s view
about the external existence of the number, society can be considered as an existence
that has its own characteristics. On the other hand, based on Ayatollah Misbah's view
according to which the numbers are considered as the secondary philosophical
intelligible, it can be concluded that society is a mental matter and the result of the
mind's abstraction from the gathering of people together dose not establish any
factual reality in the real world to name as community.

It should be noted that it is not the case that every argument has the capacity to
explain all aspects of an issue. The direction of this article is to analyze the
implications of two types of explanation of the existence of number in the ontology
of society, but through the results obtained in the article, it is clear that this argument
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has the capacity to explain a corner of the system of issues related to the existence
and existence of society. For example, Allameh Tabatabai, in the ontology of society,
expresses points that are beyond the scope of "the argument of discontinuity
quantity" alone. For example, he considers the existence of society to be very strong
- not weak - as this strength can subjugate the personal identity of individuals as well.
However, according to Allameh, the "number argument” only proved the existence
of society, not the strength and intensity of its effect.

Another point is that the "the argument of discontinuity quantity” with Allameh's
presentation proves the existence of society only in the horizon of plurality and does
not have the ability to portray society as an existence that gives unity to the multiple
identities of individuals with a single form. Meanwhile, in his works, Allameh
introduces the society as an entity that has an identity and gives identity to many
people, and this means that the society gives a single type of identity to people.
Therefore, simply gathering people together leads to the formation of a weak unity
among people, and that's why we need other factors in order to create a bond between
these people - so that they can find a collective identity - which Allameh says to
provide these factors, facts like It refers to common thoughts, ideals and motivations
(Tabatabai, vol. 4, 2017, p. 169).

Therefore, this argument does not create a capacity to approach the "society" as truth
like human being with spiritual, epistemological and cultural dimensions, while
Allameh's views on society are aimed at proving the existence of society as much as
they are aimed at proving the existence of society as a truth like human with the
capacity of knowledge, ideal, will, action, life, death, obedience, sin, reward, eagle,
etc. (ibid., p. 152).

Despite all these gaps, as soon as the principle of the existence of society based on
the existence of number is proven and secondly the diversification of societies based
on the criterion of quantity takes the form of a proof, it opens the door for
philosophical reflection on the role of quantity in the existential aspects of society.
As some sages such as Farabi have indicated, is it possible to talk in detail about the
relationship between quantity and the evolution and excellence of society from the
perspective of Islamic wisdom? Assuming the true existence of society, what is the
social structure from the perspective of Islamic wisdom and what is its relationship
with quantity and population? Is it possible to philosophically reflect on the category
of quantity in relation to issues such as culture, technology, social institutions, etc?
and..., are all among the topics and questions that fall within the scope of these
philosophical reflections.
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