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Abstract

Intuition as a method serves as the foundation of many philosophical arguments in
Islamic philosophical psychology and consciousness. Although consciousness and
perception are among the simplest and most evident phenomena in our world, they
have given rise to the most complicated problems in philosophy. Given their
intellectual systems, various philosophical schools of thought have offered different
replies to the question of the nature of consciousness and perception. Some
arguments draw on sensory data and empirical knowledge to answer the question,
and others deploy theoretical and intellectual principles as grounds of their
arguments. Furthermore, there are philosophers who utilize intuitive findings to
account for consciousness and perception. While the use of intuitive data is
ubiquitous among Muslim intellectuals, no formulation has been presented about the
nature of intuition as a method in psychological arguments. In this research, the
author deal with the following question: how intuition is used in different Islamic
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philosophical systems, particularly in the three pivotal schools of thought:
Peripatetic, Illluminationist, and Transcendent philosophies and what is its
effectiveness as well.. It seems that the intuitive method is an effective systematic
method for solving the problems pertaining to consciousness and perception.
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Problem Statement

Various schools of thought, which have tackled the problems of perception and
consciousness, have used three general methods in establishing their arguments and
proofs. The first method is to use empirical data. In this method, data of modern
sciences, largely neuroscience, are exploited as materials for proofs, and then an
attempt is made to account for consciousness as a physical phenomenon given those
data. This is a scientific verifiable method. A chief problem with this method is
restriction of scientific data to empirical propositions and the obvious ways in which
materialistic views are contradicted by phenomenal facts. The second method is to
use the intellectual method in analyzing the problems of consciousness and
perception. Undoubtedly, the scope of the intellectual method encompasses the
problems of the soul (or mind), in addition to issues of existence and theology in the
general sense. This is a cogent, valid method. The intellectual method of reasoning
is necessary for explaining perceptual phenomena, but it is not sufficient.
Furthermore, any intellectual argument or proposition is based on a priori
knowledge, while intellectual propositions constitute a posteriori knowledge, which
is not valid without that a priori wwwieeee. In aaaaaa rrii ’s trrm,, tee aaain ff
propositions that convey concepts by means of mental images need to lead up to a
perception that is not mediated by images. The a priori knowledge in question is
intuition, without which demonstrative or empirical methods cannot be deployed.
Accordingly, the intuitive method is a formulation of intuition as a particular method
alongside two other philosophical methods. This research deals with how to use the
intuitive method in analyzing perceptual phenomena. In addition, it addresses
Ssss 1ii rry ssss tisss ttttt  tee ttt rre ff itt ii tinn, aaaaaa rr11 *s cettttt  ff itt ii tion,
and the scope of deploying the intuitive method in the works of philosophers.

Method

This research is based on library sources. It adopts the analytic-descriptive method
to account for the intuitive method as a systematic method used in Islamic
philosophy in dealing with problems of perception and consciousness. It aims to
analyze certain intuitions offered by Muslim philosophers to solve the problem of
consciousness. In this way, a systematic method will be achieved, which can be
generalized to varieties of philosophical propositions in the field of philosophical

psychology.
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Findings and Results

1. The intuitive method can serve as a foundation of many philosophical arguments
as an independent method. In this method, intuition or self-evident understanding of
certain propositions such as self-perception, perception of states of the self, and
perception of mental states serve as materials for philosophical arguments
concerning consciousness and perception. Since intuition has properties such as
directness or immediacy, transparency, and subjectivity, it can be an accurate reliable
ground for philosophical argument. This is more obvious in the case of arguments
presented about the ontology of consciousness and perception.

2. Merely empirical or intellectual arguments about problems of the soul, particularly
the nature of perception, cannot provide us with a comprehensive explanation of
perception and consciousness. This is because theoretical arguments of this sort are
fallible, abstract, and aided by mental images, which result in ambiguity and lack of
transparency. However, use of intuition in philosophical arguments yield more
accurate philosophical arguments because they are self-evident. Moreover, intuition
is a precise criterion for assessing theoretical arguments that draw on general rules
for proving philosophical propositions.

3. Intuitive arguments yield self-evident conclusions because they are based on
perception of the self and its states, and intuitive experiences in general. Obviously,
intuitive experiences serve as grounds of arguments, and philosophical conclusions
are inferred through theoretical arguments that rest upon such solid unquestionable
foundations. Sometimes, it is mandatory, not just optional, to rely on intuitions in
philosophical arguments. There are philosophical propositions that cannot be
established except through intuition, although there are propositions in which we can
choose between the intuitive method and other methods for proving our desideratum.
However, intuition can always disconfirm theoretical arguments that contradict our
inner intuitions. We can draw on intuition to revise some philosophical propositions.
4. Muslim philosophers have presented many of their philosophical contributions in
the field of psychology in terms of the intuitive method. Accordingly, the intuitive
method can be explained as a method that is generalizable to various fields of
philosophy. Its peculiar characteristics and advantages over the demonstrative or
inductive methods in presenting philosophical arguments makes the intuitive method
apt for analyzing foundational philosophical propositions. Philosophers like Shaykh
al-Trrr qq 11-Suhriiiiin ddd 111 13 Srrr @ eeee willl y ttilieed tii s mttddd in teeir
respective philosophical systems, and in this way, they enriched philosophical
issues, particularly in that both Western and Islamic philosophical traditions agree
upon, and generally use, the intuitive method in the field of philosophical

psychology.
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