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Abstract

This paper aims to indicate the relation of gender and practical intellect based on
Avicenna’s philosophical principles. Different definitions and aspects of practical
intellect, along with the definitions of gender and their submission to the rules and
problems of Avicenna’siPhilosophy, would be regarded as the extension of Sinavi
wisdom in the issue of gender. To achieve this purpose the analytical method has
been applied and following aspects evaluated: 1. Relation of gender and practical
intellect based on principles regarding practical intellect regarding the sustainer of
free act; 2. Cooperative states of soul and body in terms of gender and practical
intellect 3. The relationship between soul and its faculties and the role of gender in
it 4. The process of the formation of behavior with reference to gender 5. Gender and
the factors of the perfection of practical intellect 6. Inferring relation of gender and
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practical intellect as perceptive faculty 7. Gender and knowledge related to practical
intellect spatially Ethics. Studies show the influence of gender not in a general and
absolute way, but in a partial and conditional way on different fields of practical
intellect.
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Problem Statement

The issue of gender is considered by Academic, scholars and researchers from
different angles. Philosophical, sociological, political, psychological works have
dedicated a section for the issue of gender. Islamic philosophy, with its different
capacities in the fields of ontology and anthropology, can be a platform for proposing
the theory of gender, just as in the western world, theories related to gender have
been formed in the context of philosophical schools.

Despite recent efforts in theorizing the issue of gender in the field of Islamic
philosophy, the various aspects are not clearly and fully explained. One of the issues
regarding Islamic philosophy is the issue of “intellect and gender”, which has been
more or less considered by Muslim scholars due to its special sensitivities. From
Islamic philosophy perspective has been divided into two areas: theoretical intellect
and practical intellect. This paper aims to explore the relationship between gender
and intellect in Avicenna’s philosophy. Muslim philosophers argue that there are
rules and theoretical frameworks from which the issue of gender can be deduced. So
that, this paper attempts to indicate that principles of Avicenna’s philosophy which
issues, plans and answers would say in terms of “gender and intellect”. The nature
of gender and practical intellect, at first, according to Avicenna’s philosophy are
discussed, then the rules and issues of his philosophy that can be the source of the
gender issue would be examined one by one.

Method

In this paper, Avicenna’s works on various philosophical issues, especially those
related to the soul, have been examined and analyzed. In addition, it attempts to find
and analyze those rules and issues based on practical intellect which are related to
issue of gender.

i Findings and Results
It cannot be said that Islamic philosophy accompanies the feminist division of sex
and gender, but in fact, segregation of sex and gender can be presented in Islamic
philosophy, in which sex is only related to physical differences, and gender is a
matter of human identity as sum of body and single soul.
Avicenna considers sex differences as purely accidental (not inherent) and
excludes its entry into human nature. With this view, if we consider gender to be
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derived from the body, i.e., related to physical features, the only thing that can be
judged is that gender is not considered as the essences of humans in terms of its
relationship with sex.

According to Bu-*Al, the definite domain of the activity of practical intellect is 1)
willing dids, 2) inference of partial perceptions, the relationship between practical
intellect and gender is examined under them. According to Ba-‘Ali 's threefold
division of the cooperative states of soul and body, if we consider gender as
originating from the body and influent in the soul, it is present in all the three states,
of course, according to its share and proportion.

According to Ba-Alf, the relationship between soul and faculties is fundamental. If
we consider gender as the result of vegetative or animal faculty, we can say that soul
is the origin of gender. Therefore, due to causal and main-subordinate relationship,
between soul and faculties, and due to the consistency of cause and the effect, main
and the sub, the materialization of faculties that govern gender cannot mean that
gender does not enter the realm of the soul and it should be limited in the realm of
the body.

In the behavioral process, according to Ba-Ali, desire and anger are the factors of
actuation. men and women have differences as to desire and anger, which are two
effective factors in the process of behavior, according to Famous quotes, they will
have different behaviors affected by their gender.

Also, he believes in perfectibility of practical intellect and points to two factors 1)
experience and 2) habit as methods of perfectibility of practical intellect. This is a
confirmation of Ibn Sina's philosophy on the influence of environmental factors on
the superiority or inferiority of practical intellect and its examples among both men
and women.

The holy intellect is the highest level of human intellect, but it is achieved by
purification and refinement along with other perfections. Therefore, man’s action
and behavior have an irreplaceable effect on achievement of the holy intellect.
According to the behavioral differences would be made by gender, it can be said that
the way of attaining holy intellect can be influenced by gender, either in terms of
causes or obstacles. The same ruling is applied to partial perceptions in priority, that
is, if we consider gender as a cultural matter that is rooted in the vegetative soul and
material powers, gender has a share in partial perceptions as much as it has a material
origin.

Assuming the direct effect of gender on practical intellect in both senses, its effect
on occupations and industries can be concluded. Therefore, gender is one of the
factors that professions, industries and arts can be affected by. Also, since it was
proved that man’s action and behavior is affected by gender, at least due to the
differences regarding the physical origin of the two sexes, morality meaningfully
related to gender. In the sense that gender as one of the determining factors of willing
deed can be considered as an ethical issue.
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