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Components and Dimensions of Social Development
in Development Programs

Faeze Joghataeit, Mir Taher Mousavi?,
Mohammad Javad Zahedi®

introduction: The concept of change,
coupled with growth in various forms
has always been of interest to scholars
of social sciences. However, as of the
twentieth century, special attention has
been paid to the concept of develop-
ment and planning to achieve the de-
velopment turned out to be a worthy
goal for most countries. This attention
was intensified after the World War II
due to the need to rebuild the destruc-
tion caused by war, as well as the inde-
pendence of the former colonial coun-
tries. First, the Soviet Union started
the planning and due to its success
other countries more or less started to
codify a comprehensive and focused
plan (with extensive government inter-
vention in all means of production of
goods and services). Iran, alongside the
onset of first experiences in planning in
1948, is a pioneer in this field. In this
regard, after the victory of the Islamic
Revolution five development programs
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have been implemented. This study ex-
amines different dimensions and com-
ponents of social development which
have been addressed in these programs
and evaluates and compares them.

Methods: This study is descriptive-
analytical and it was conducted apply-
ing qualitative and quantitative content
analysis. Through document analysis
and literature review, the main and
secondary dimensions and components
of social development were extracted
(eight core dimensions and forty-
four subcategories). Accordingly, the
content of the development program
documents was analyzed and the ex-
amples of the programs which were in
accordance with core dimensions and
subcategories were analyzed in Excel
applying quantitative content analysis.
Results: The study findings suggest that
in the fivefold development programs,
components of “education”, “social
security and support”, “environmental
protection”, “optimal utilization of re-
sources”, “promoting science and tech-
nology” and “adjusted gap of deprived
and rich areas” have been considered.
With regard to the components of
“gender justice”, “national cohesion”,
“ethnic convergence”, “reduced reli-

gious divergence”, “the youth”, “the
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elderly”, “family health and stability”,
“social security” either there have been
no policies or policies have been vague
Discussion: Considering the socio-cul-
tural requirements of Iran’s society and
the growing trend of social problems,
also lack of access to a proper global po-
sition based on vision plan, it is neces-
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sary to revise the development programs $0/2/10 il o sl
policies and pay more attention to the ne- 90/12/10 fpk sl
glected components of the development

documents.

Keywords: Development, development
patterns, development plan, social devel-
opment
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1. directed content analysis
2. prolonged engagement with data
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2. social exclusion
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