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Moral Psychology and New Challenges
Seyyed Hasan Eslami Ardakani

Abstract: Different branches of ethics often start from the

point that man has the possibility to choose and can take right
or wrong behavior, so he is a «free agent». He can also make

an ethical decision based on reason and rational «reflection»

by examining various information and analyzing data. More
importantly, by acquiring certain characteristics and cultivating
a special character and virtue in ourselves, we can more or less
maintain it throughout our life. These are some of the principles
of ethics. But some findings and psychological experiments chal-
lenge all these beliefs and cause doubting their validity.

Moral Psychology is a new and fresh branch that reports and
analyzes these findings and seeks to show their effectiveness and
validity. In Moral Psychology, various issues such as the role of
desire or belief in decision-making, the psychological reality of
Egoism and Altruism, and the place of reason and rationality in
moral decision-making are investigated.

The collection of elements or constructs of ethics published by
the University of Cambridge is compact and well-read writings
that explore different areas of ethics. One of these works is
Moral Psychology written by Christian B. Miller, which was
recently published (2021) and presents the main issues of this
field in clear and simple language. In the following article, I
have tried to give a comprehensive report of this book and finally
make a short comparison with another work in this field by
Valerie Tiberius.

Keywords: Moral Psychology, Egoism, Altruism, Virtue Ethics,
Christian. B. Miller

Moral Psychology, Christian B. Miller, Cambridge

Elements: Elements in Ethics, Cambridge Univer-
sity Press, 2021
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1. Elements in Ethics.
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3. Epistemology and Methodology in Ethics.
4. Tristram McPherson
5. Morality and Practical Reasons.
6. Douglas W. Portmore
7. Contemporary Virtue Ethics.
8. Nancy E. Snow.
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12. Wake Forest University.
13. Moral Character: An Empirical Theory.
14. Character and Moral Psychology.
15. The Character Gap: How Good Are We?
16. Honesty: The Philosophy and Psychology of a Neglected Virtue.
17. The Continuum Companion to Ethics, 2011.
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19. Statement.

20. Descriptive statements.

21. Prescriptive statements.
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23. Moral hinking.
24. Beliefs.

25. Desires.
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30. Psychological egoism.
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32. Psychological altruism.
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33. Dutiful motivation.

34. Extreme Heroism.
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35. Extreme Hatred.
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39. Daniel Batson.

40. Empathy-altruism hypothesis.
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41. Aversive Arousal Reduction.
42. Empathy-Specific Punishment.
43. Empathy-Specific Rewards.
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