Spring 2023. Vol 15. Issue 1

ISSN (Print): 2008-6407 - ISSN (Online): 2423-7248

Research Paper

Water Poverty Index and Its Influential Factors in Iran

Reza Ranjpour! *, Seyad Kamal SadeghiZ, Mohammad Ali Motafakkr Azad®, Davod Behboodi* and Amin

Taslimi®

1-Associate Professor of Economics, Faculty of Economics and Management, University of Tabriz.
2- Associate Professor of Economics, Faculty of Economics and Management, University of Tabriz.
3- Professor of Economics, Faculty of Economics and Management, University of Tabriz.

4- Professor of Economics, Faculty of Economics and Management, University of Tabriz.

5- Ph.D. candidate in Economics, Faculty of Economics and Management, University of Tabriz.

Received:2018/9/27
Accepted:2019/2/16
PP:1-25

Use your device to scan and read the
article online

DOl:
10.30495/JAE.2023.19222.1920

Keywords:

Water poverty, Gross Domestic
Production, Value added of
agriculture sector, population,
and human development index

. Abstract

¢ Introduction: Population growth, followed by rising water and food
: consumption, as well as disruptions such as the disparity of population
: distribution patterns with the distribution of time and place of water, have
: caused water-security access to Iran in crisis.

: Materials and Methods: This paper is the first to accurately calculate the
: Poverty Index for Iran over the period from 1989 to 2015. In this paper, a new
- model called the Water Multiplier Evaluation System with the Disaster Theory
: approach is used to calculate the water poverty index. For the first time using
: the censored regression econometric model, the effect of economic factors
: affecting the water poverty index during the period of 1989-2015 has been
: evaluated.

. Findings: The results of calculating the water poverty index indicate the
¢ upward trend of this indicator and its components. The results of estimating
. the coefficients of the sensed regression model indicate that population
: growth, GDP, human development index and added value of the agricultural
: sector have worsened the water poverty index in Iran

: Conclusion: In other words, the current and past trends of the human
. development index, GDP growth, population growth, increased agricultural
: production, insecurity and rising water poverty in Iran are inevitable.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

During the last century, the use of natural
resources has increased sharply due to
population growth and the need for economic
growth of societies. Among these sources are
water sources. Indiscriminate use of available
resources depending on the situation of the
countries can cause some of them to face
serious problems. In many countries demand
for water to supporting the population needs has
increased considerably. But, due to lack of
water resources and water crisis in world, the
concept of water security and water poverty
entered into the economic literature of countries
which facing water crisis. Iran is among the
countries that have moderate levels of water
scarcity. This issue shows the existence of
water poverty in lIran in recent years, and the
worsening of the water poverty situation in
coming years. Water poverty is one of the
greatest challenges of this century and the
multidimensional crisis of the next incoming
decades in the world, especially in countries
with low level of water resources. This crisis
can lead to many changes in the world. This
paper tries to calculate water poverty index on
the base of "Catastrophe theory multi-criteria
evaluation system" and "fuzzy logic method".
The sub-indices which used to calculate the
water poverty are including: access to water
(per capita water resources, price elasticity of
water demand, Gini coefficient for domestic
use), water resources (water deficit ratio,
surface water supply ratio, the proportion of
other factors in water supply), capacity of
Underground aquifers (groundwater utilization
rates, surface water utilization rates, dilution
rates), environmental integrity (surface water
drying, desertification rate, create desert rate)
and using of water resources (per capita
consumption of water for irrigation in the
agricultural sector, per capita consumption of
drinking water, per capita consumption of water
in Industrial sector). The results of calculating
the water poverty index during the period from
1989 to 2015 indicate the upward trend of this
indicator and its subset components, which
indicates the worsening of the state of water
security in Iran in recent years and possibly the
deterioration and continuation of  this
complicated situation for next decades. In other
words, if the current consumption and
management process continues, Iran will
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gradually become poor in terms of water
resources. In addition and for the first time,
using the censored regression econometric
model, the effect of economic factors on the
water poverty index during the period of 1989
to 2015 has been evaluated.

Materials and methods

The water poverty index is an aggregated index
for water management that tries to present a
comprehensive  picture of the water
management challenge. The water poverty
index is a weighted average of five variables:
water resources, access to water, capacity of
underground aquifers, use of water resources
and environmental integrity. In general, the
purpose of calculating the water poverty index
is to use a method to measure the well-being of
households in relation to access to water, which
provides degrees for the effects of water
scarcity on the human population in Iran and in
the world. Water poverty index seeks to
measure access to water in the region and to
measure the capacity of people to access it. It is
possible that people have to walk a long
distance to reach water, or it is possible that
water is near them but its use is limited for
various reasons. The existing facts regarding
the state of Iran's water resources and uses
indicate the necessity of compiling and
calculating more comprehensive criteria than
the usual indicators.

In this study, unlike the method of the previous
studies mentioned in paper, a weighted average
is not used to calculate the water poverty index.
Rather, in this study, the Disaster System
Theory based on the indicators and sub-indices
of the main variable of water poverty will be
used to calculate the final Scalogram of water
poverty. In this method, the common Fuzzy
Logic in mathematical sciences is used to make
a Scalogram for water poverty, which will
eventually include a value between zero and
one. The sub-indices which used to calculate
the water poverty are including: access to water
(per capita water resources, price elasticity of
water demand, Gini coefficient for domestic
use), water resources (water deficit ratio,
surface water supply ratio, the proportion of
other factors in water supply), capacity of
Underground aquifers (groundwater utilization
rates, surface water utilization rates, dilution
rates), environmental integrity (surface water
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drying, desertification rate, create desert rate)
and using of water resources (per capita
consumption of water for irrigation in the
agricultural sector, per capita consumption of
drinking water, per capita consumption of water
in Industrial sector). After calculating the water
poverty index in Iran, the course of changes in
water poverty in Iran is analyzed. And finally
using the censored regression econometric
model, the effect of economic factors on the
water poverty index during the period of 1989
to 2015 has been evaluated.

Findings and Discussion

Table (5) and (6) shows the results of water
poverty index calculation and the results of
estimation. The findings shows that the growth
of the country's population in the past decades,
along with the improvement of the country's
economic and welfare indicators, has caused an
increase in water consumption in various
sectors, including agriculture, drinking and
industry. Due to the continued increase in
population in the coming years, the growth of
water consumption will be inevitable. Under
the influence of the structural problems
prevailing in the agricultural sector (small
ownership system, low literacy level of
farmers, non-formation of sufficient and
productive gross fixed capital and the
continuation of drought conditions in recent
years), the of the country's population growth
and the increase in food consumption lead to
pressure on resources. It is natural, especially
the underground water resources of the country.
The increase in population, the increase in
urbanization and the growth of water demand
aggravate the water crisis. Urbanization
threatens water and food security. As shown in
Table 5, the water poverty index has increased
from 0.5in 198910 0.7 in 2015, which is a proof
of the deterioration of the water resources
situation in Iran. All sub-indices of water
poverty show a worse situation at the end of the
period compared to the beginning of the period
under review. The situation below the
indicators of water poverty alone has shown
alarming statistics about the state of water
resources and environmental degradation.
According the estimation, the value added of
the agricultural sector to the GDP, human
development index, and the logarithm of the
GDP and the population logarithm have a
statistically significant effect on water poverty
at the significant level of 99%. In terms of the
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direction of influence, based on the results of
the estimation model, population index, human
development index, GDP, the value added of
the agricultural sector have positive effect on
the water poverty index.

Conclusion

In this article, after a comprehensive review of
previous empirical studies in the field of water
security and water poverty, and stating the
precise definitions of the category of water
poverty as an indicator of water security, which
was carried out by relevant international
organizations and expert researchers in this
field, The importance of the issue of water
poverty and the current water crisis facing our
country was discussed.

Then, using the multi-index disaster system
theory and using the fuzzy membership
function, the water poverty index for Iran was
calculated and compared due to the
unavailability —of necessary data and
information for some years during the period
from 1989 to 2015. According of the estimation
results, the effect of population, GDP, human
development index and the value added of the
agricultural sector on the water poverty index in
Iran is positive. From this point of view, the
findings of this study are consistent with the
findings of the studies of Chau et al. (22),
Asiaei Heer et al. (13), Xiao Jun et al (9).

As it is clear from the results, the situation of
water poverty and the sub-set of indicators of
the water security system has been fluctuating
and in most cases declining and unfortunately it
has worsened. The growing trend of using
water resources during the period under review
due to population growth, economic growth, as
well as construction policies after the war, as
well ‘as environmental factors and climate
changes have led to an increase in water
poverty in Iran. The absence or weakness of
proper management of water resources is not
limited to the cases mentioned above and it
should be added to the long list of structural
management like as: limited investment and its
unfair distribution in the agricultural sector,
lack of monitoring of water withdrawal from
sources, lack of development model. Based on
the findings of the regression model of the
research, it was concluded that economic
growth along with economic development that
brings industrialization and expansion of
urbanization and causes water insecurity and
the spread of water poverty. If the situation
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continues in the same way and the management
of water resources continues in the same way,
it will reduce water security and worsen water
poverty. Based on this, it is suggested that
instead of having high economic growth as a
goal or achieving economic development in any
way, more attention should be paid to the
category of sustainable economic development
and green economic growth.
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Table 1- Catastrophe model based on different number of control parameters and state variables of a

subsystem
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variables  Parameters model
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_1, \ \ 2
Vo () 3 X tax fold
1 1 I Sy
T4 T2 \ Y 7
1 1 1 ! dlxds o3
— a5 1L g3 L a2 \ s o
Vape(x) =X + 34X + > bx® + cx swallowtail
1 1 1 1 sl
— 236 4 Zaxd L T pa3 LD a2 \ ¥ %
Vapea () e X + 7 + 3 bx> + 5 € + dx butterfly
Aol (£ y0 055
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abc(x,y) = x> +y> +axy + bx + cy Oval umbilici
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VabC(x’ y) = x3 — Xyz + y3 + a(xz + yZ) + bx v v é”lpt::af
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Vape (6, y) = x2y + y* + ax? + by + cx + d Y f =
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Table 2- Sub-indices and criteria to achieve the water poverty index
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bl L 5
1o lne P ua>W R)
Standardizing States Sub Index
Smaller is el g oS drying up of surface water O e K
better sources ot nles
Larger is ol e sk Dependence on external b Ul ol a i E“' D |
better TR water sources T R mi/::t(;grr?fynta
Smaller is sl ity piaS Desertification rate Sl peS &
better
Smaller is sl jiag yiaS Water storage per capita ol 03 il
better
Larger is . . ; ol gl
ol yigg yides Surface water supply ratio P O (el Cod
better 7 PPl o water resources
Lzﬁgr's sl iy ks Groundwater supply ratio o) 25 el S
Larger is ol e Fresh water resources per L
better TR capita Tomse
Larger is . i o A Ol 4y gyt
ool Yty The price of water <l o jl) ol cid
better 7 P (o155 e 5) Access to water
Smaller is Water treatment plants per " .
ol iy 5 : O bl ahns &
better P oS capita TS e S
Smaller is Water consumption in -
ool g g . y9liS s s o
better i agriculture SIPS S 1 Ao © s 4 i
Smaller is o g S Water consumption in the S i o G Ue f’ ;
better e domestic sector TR Sy S€ of water
Smaller is o g S Water consumption in i s resources
better REREAS industry O Sy
Sma”er IS ol e ).wf Number Of We”S Lml> sliss ) 1) dl‘“)p“" """5)19
better capacity of
Smaller is . s underground
ol yigy Wastewater disposal rate CMSb ab> 75 -
better #e P e aquifers
All is ok NOW PUIPESRT PSRN Rainfall in the fields ojo 5o o)L
() e
Source: (9)
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Table 3- standardize water poverty index criteria and criteria in disaster theory and criteria

standardization formula based on the nature of criteria
Loyl aS il ey old i pilie 4 Aa laa sl

1 Xz a . e e s e s e
X—a1 .Jﬂsnoahm\w\ﬁc)ﬁ)ﬁﬁu)\m}u@%
Y = a, <X<a,
a, —a; . N
0 0<X<a It is used for criteria whose values are better when
they are greater than "the larger is better" rule.
iS4l b old i plieaS e jleae 2
1 0<X<a J}A‘snbdulm "m\%&%}s"d}aﬁj‘cﬁ}jw
0 — X ! Cad Jilie ) gum 43 48
y ={= a <X<a,
a —a; o
0 X> a In criteria's whose values are better when they are
less, the formula "smaller is better" is used, which is
opposite.
(2K -a) @+ (@m @) S s sl AT s 5l els RV a4k
a, —aq - T 2 .@\&&Q)ngaﬁ@cdwu\"
Y =42(a; - X) a1+(az—a1)<X<
a, —a, 2 a2 For criteria that cannot be placed in any of the above

0 X>aorX<aq two classifications, the formula "All is good" is used,

which is opposite.
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33,5 03l pianm )3 Blgi oo Bs] Silio 1028 e x,=c4,x, =b"3,x, = a®
Xq + Xp + Xc + X4
X = e . .. . .
4 23l e lapis ) iglailyy anls

1 1
xg=,xp=b"/3,x,=a% ,x.=c"4
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Table 4: Sub-indices and criteria to achieve water poverty

ol pj L, lLxo o 3 laskiul o._j Caiel gl yasli y) duolxe 0920
Sub-Indexes States Standardizing Calculathn qf water security
indicators
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PAE b plie 4 (Suulylb X, = b'/3 1 1 1
Environmental o L LX) = EXS + §aX3 + Esz +cX
integrity by S zrC x,=c’4
P Xq + xp + x
v, (X) : O 0y aily 22 x, =a'lz X = afbc
L_JT L;.A -
water _ s 3 )
resources ’ 1 V2(X) = cX> +5aX’ + o bX* + X
i) 2l el S 1€ x.=c/4
- Xqg t Xp + X
V3(X): 4\5])..»;:4‘ etﬁ:a o, =a1/2 X:afbc
ui A o yuwd 5 . 1
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Sloojh el ¥ 3
Y M g ¢51b x,=b"3 " L L
capacity of Ve(X) ==X+ -aX®+-bX?+ X
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4 3
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Table 5: Calculation of the water poverty index and its constituent sub-indices for Iran
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0.858 0.426 0.783 0.821 0.615 0.51 1369
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0.803 0.739 0.689 0.738 0.558 0.55 1374
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Table 6: The results of fitting the Tobit regression model, the effect of economic factors on water poverty
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