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ARTICLE INFO ABSTRACT

Article history: The purpose of this study is to investigate the role of rural-urban linkages and its impact on the

Received: 23 July 2022 rural economy through the development of tourism in Hesar Valiasr district (Avaj Township-
Accepted: 27 September Qazvin province). In this applied research we used descriptive-analytical method based on the

2022 analysis of official statistical data and questionnaire data. The statistical population of the study
Available online: 21 consists of heads of households living in villages with second tourist houses, which according to
December 2022 the population and housing census data (2016) amounted to 1163 cases, which was selected as a
sample using Cochran's formula 285 cases. One-sample t-test and two-sample t-test were used to
analyze the questionnaire data. The results of the analysis of official statistical data showed that
the population of the sample villages had a decreasing trend until 2006 and after that in the period
of 2011 and 2016 shows a significant increasing trend which can be reflected in the number of
Keywords: residential units in the Sample villages observed. The results of data analysis of the questionnaire
Rural-Urban Linkage, showed that rural-urban linkges through improving communications and communication
Rural Economy, technologies, developing public infrastructure and increasing investment in rural areas with
Rural Second Home average values (4.36), (4.17) and (4.07) has had the greatest impact on the development of rural
Tourism, economy due to tourism. In addition, the results of the study of two groups of villages (located on
Hesar Valiasr district. the main axis of road communication and with a distance from the main road) in the study area
showed that the two indicators “attraction of class and creative groups” and "general tourism
infrastructure" "There are a significant difference between the two groups of studid rural.
1. Introduction institutions, services, markets and industries are

considered as engines of rural development,
which help the development of rural areas in the
following ways: A- providing access to financial
resources, b- access to reliable market network
and communication infrastructures and c-
Strengthening urban and rural economic linkages.
From the point of view of some researchers, the
tourism sector includes the spatial and sectoral
flows between urban and rural environments. So,
the growth of tourism and recreational activities

Rural-urban linkages include spatial (flow of
people, goods, money, ideas, market, information,
etc.) and sectoral flows (between agriculture,
industry, services and tourism sectors), which
improves interdependence and Synergy between
urban and rural spaces and functions through
economic dynamics, social links and
environmental synergies. In other words, urban
areas due to the accumulation of capital,
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can have important effects for local economies
and especially for catalyzing economic and social
development in rural areas. The purpose of this
research is to investigate the role of rural-urban
linkages in rural economy through the
development of tourism and tries to answer this
guestion: what is the relationship between rural-
urban linkages and the development of the rural
economy through tourism in the rural settlements
in Hesar Valiasr district?

2. Methodology

The current research is applied and descriptive-
analytical in terms of method, and the required
data was collected using a 5-level Likert
guestionnaire. The validity of the used items has
been confirmed using the opinions of experts and
the reliability of the indicators has been calculated
using Cronbach's alpha to the extent of 0.884. In
order to investigate the effects of rural-urban
linkages in the development of the rural economy
based on second home tourism, the statistical data
of the population and housing census (1966-2016)
has been analyzed. Also, questionnaire data has
been analyzed using one-sample t-test and 2-
sample t-test. The statistical population of the
research includes 15 villages with second tourist
houses in Hesar Valiasr district (Avaj Township
in the west of Qazvin province), which is among
1163 permanent resident households, using
Cochran's formula (assuming p and g to be 0.50)
the number of 285 households was selected as a
sample and the questionnaire was distributed in
the sample villages in a simple random manner.

3. Results

- Checking the statistical data of the population
and housing census periods

The results of the official data of the population
and housing census in the statistical periods of
1966-2016 show that the population of the studied
villages has had a severe decline. So, it has
decreased from 6051 people in 1345 to 5917
people in 1355 and 5085 people in 1365. The
trend of population decrease intensified in the
statistical period of 1375 and decreased to 3269
people, and this trend shows the lowest number of
population in the statistical periods with 2621
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people in the statistics of 1385. In addition, in the
statistics of 2015, the population of the sample
villages has reached 3877 people with a relatively
large increase.

- Analysis of the data collected through the
questionnaire

The results of the analysis of the questionnaire
data using the parametric t-test of one sample with
the assumption of test value of 3 (as the average
of the 5-level Likert scale) show that the
numerical average calculated for all indicators of
the influence of rural-urban linkages in the
development of the rural economy through
tourism development has achieved higher than test
value. So that the difference from the optimal
limit for all indicators is reported at the 99%
significant level and the difference in the 95%
confidence interval is reported as positive in all
lower and upper limit cases. Also, the results of
the two-group t-test between the villages located
on the main communication axis and the villages
far from the main axis (at least 3 km) show that
the two indicators of attracting creative class and
groups and general tourism infrastructure among
the two groups of the studied villages have a
significant difference due to the economic
linkages between the village and the city in the
studied area.

4. Discussion

The results of the data analysis show that rural-
urban linkages in the studied area have led to the
expansion of tourism activities and especially the
development of second homes tourism in the
sample villages. So, the positive effect of these
linkages can be seen in improving communication
technologies with an average of (4.36); the
development of public infrastructures in the
increase of the population of the village with an
average of (4.17) and the increase of investment
in the village (mostly in the form of renovation of
ancestral houses, construction of tourist villas,
creation of gardens and tourism facilities in the
village and..) with an average of (4.07). In
addition, the positive effect of rural-urban
linkages in the development of touristic villages in
the study area has led to the attraction of creative
classes and groups, capital and resources from
urban areas, and plays an important role in the
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formation of entrepreneurial activities and the
sustainability of the villages under study.

5. Conclusion

The results of the analysis of the general
population and housing census data show that the
development of tourism second homes in the
studied villages has increased the population
compared to the previous statistical periods, and
the most important reason can be the reverse
migration from the city to the village due to the
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development of communications, rural roads and
the provision of welfare services. So that the
expansion of rural-urban linkages has led to the
construction of new houses and especially tourist
villas for spending time and developing
entrepreneurship through the provision of tourism
services in the studied villages, which plays an
important role in diversifying and improving
employment and income opportunities for
permanent residents in studied villages.
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