Journal of Criminal Law and Criminology: V 11, No. 21, Spring-Summer 2023

Evaluating The Concept of Social Class in Critical Criminology: Qualitative

Content Analysis of "'Platform™ Movie

Hamidreza Danesh Nari*!, Pouria Khosravi?, Fatemeh Jomegi?

1. Assistant Professor, Department of Criminal Law and Criminology, Faculty of Law and Political Scinences, Ferdowsi

University of Mashhad, Mashhad, Iran.

*. Corresponding Author: Email: Daneshnari@um.ac.ir
2. M.A. Student in Criminal Law and Criminology, Faculty of Law and Political Scinences, Ferdowsi University of

Mashhad, Mashhad, Iran.

Email: poriakhosravil99675@gmail.com
3. M.A. Student in Criminal Law and Criminology, Faculty of Law and Political Scinences, Ferdowsi University of

Mashhad, Mashhad, Iran.

Email: fatemehjomegi2020@gmail.com

165

Publisher:
Shahr-e- Danesh
Research And Study
Institute of Law

Article Type:
Original Research

DOI:
10.22034/1CLC.2022.337578.1680

Received:
10 August 2022

Accepted:
8 November 2022

Published:
6 September 2023

ABSTRACT

Class, as one of the most important terms
in critical criminology, focuses on the
political economy of crime in the context
of the production process. Class-oriented
inequality, as one of the realities of social
life, refers to a situation in which the upper
class marginalizes, rejects, or ignores the
lower class in various spheres. Since critical
criminology considers crime as the product
of unbalanced economic and social contexts,
on the one hand, it examines the relationship
between social class, crime and social control,
and on the other hand, it seeks to explain the
role of class systems in creating criminal
environments. For this reason, the present
study intends to analyze and critique the crime
in the light of the concept of class in the film
"Platform™ by using the method of qualitative
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content analysis. The findings of the analysis of the platform film are
based on the four axes of the repression of the disadvantaged class by
the upper class, the class distance of the cause of crime in the capitalist
system, the lack of unity and solidarity between classes and the secret
union of victory in the capitalist system. The overall evaluation of the
film shows that on the one hand, the director intends to represent social
concepts such as class differences, unfair distribution of resources, social
justice and human behavior in the context of power relations, and on the
other hand, seeks to establish a meaningful relationship between classes
and criminal behaviors.

Keywords: Class, Social Justice, Critical Criminology, Platform, Class
Distance.

Funding: The author(s) received no financial support (funding, grants, and sponsorship) for the
research, authorship, and/or publication of this article.

I Author Contributions:

Hamidreza Danesh Nari: Supervision, Project administration, Writing - Review & Editing, Data
Curation, Validation, Formal analysis, Conceptualization, Methodology.

Pouria Khosravi: Conceptualization, Investigation, Resources, Writing - Original Draft, Writing -
Review & Editing.

Fatemeh Jomegi: Writing - Original Draft, Investigation, Resources, Conceptualization.

Competing interests: The authors declare that they have no competing interests.

Citation:

Danesh  Nari, Hamidreza, Pouria Khosravi & Fatemeh Jomegi.
“Evaluating The Concept of Social Class in Critical Criminology: Qualitative Content
Analysis of "Platform" Movie” Journal of Criminal Law and Criminology 11, no. 21
(September 6, 2023): 165-194,

166



167

Journal of Criminal Law and Criminology: V 11, No. 21, Spring-Summer 2023

Extended Abstract]

Critical criminology as a new approach in criminology schools analyzes the
political economy of crime-deviance and explains the relationship between
the social structure of capitalist systems and criminal behavior. Therefore, in
critical approaches, crime is not a simple behavior that violates the law, but it
is a concept that is built through interaction-oriented processes, social reaction
and power. For this reason, critical criminologists emphasize that the primary
targets of criminal justice in the criminalization system are the lower social
and economic classes. Therefore, the nature of the criminalization process
is the crystallization of the interests of power groups in the establishment of
criminal laws and the continuation of the hegemony of the upper class. Thus,
the concept of class is the main keyword of the critical school. In the critical
school, social class means a special group that has a certain place in the
production process. However, groups constitute the class that in the process
of production, all of them have the same position, have common economic
interests and similar conditions, have achieved class consciousness, and are
psychologically and class-related to each other. Thus, in most critical views,
crime is a product of the class system. As long as there is a class system, there
is an unfair distribution of wealth, and as long as wealth is unfairly distributed,
the class gap is maintained. In this situation, class distance leads to poverty,
and poverty itself as a criminogenic variable may motivate people towards
criminal phenomena. According to critical criminologists, crime is one of the
products of the capitalist system and as a reaction against economic and social
inequalities. For this reason, critical theorists, instead of explaining how external
cultural, economic and political forces affect economic and social deprivation,
believe that the poor, unlike the upper class people, for reasons such as lack of
qualification and moral principles to acquire education, achieve Jobs, giving in
to needs and ... are poor.

Considering the importance of the concept of social class and its role in
committing crime, this research tries to analyze the movie "Platform" by using
critical criminology approaches, while explaining and evaluating the concept of
"social class". The main reason for choosing this film is the similarity of the class
system of the film to the contemporary class society, in the light of which the
director tries to represent the crime committed by the lower class and examples
of social oppression. In this research, qualitative content analysis method is
used to accurately evaluate the concept of class in the film. This method is used
to systematically explain information and reveal hidden meanings in them, as
well as to understand some terms and words.
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The most important concerns of the movie "Platform™ in the process of
representing the class system are class distance, unfair distribution of resources,
social justice, discrimination and social oppression and the type of reaction of
people to discriminatory situations. With a brilliant idea, the director of the film
creates an allegory of today's world and portrays various political and economic
aspects of modern society in a closed space/hole/prison/self-management
center. In this context, the holes are likened to the class system in the capitalist
society, the abundant food of the upper classes is a metaphor for the unlimited
resources and facilities of the upper class, and the cannibalism of the lower class
due to the lack of food/resources and facilities is also an allusion to the role of
economic pressure in committing crimes. . It seems that the director of the work
is trying to show how the unequal distribution of facilities among different
classes leads to the committing of crimes by the lower classes of the society.
As shown in the film, when Goreng is transported to floor 171 with his cellmate
Trimagasi, Trimagasi seeks to feed on Goreng's flesh, believing that the upper
floors will kill him. forced to do this; Because the upper floors have consumed
more food than they need and this has caused no food left on the platform in
the 171st floor. Also, the director shows the dimensions of class oppression in
the form of different sequences. In this situation, the cinematic representation
contains the point that in the class system, people of each class try to make
themselves the ruler and condemn the lower classes so that they can taste the
taste of power. Another noteworthy point that the director emphasizes is to pay
attention to the fact that people in the capitalist society are oppressed by the
class system; In such a way that they gradually get used to the class-oriented
situation and the existing class gap in the capitalist system is institutionalized in
them. For example, "Gorang" does not eat anything from the food scraps of the
upper floors at first, but gradually he accepts to eat the meat of his cellmate. The
director's aim is to present the available images to prove that the cannibalism of
"Gorang" is a product of the class-oriented capitalist system. However, Goreng,
the first character of the film, is the symbol of the protest movement and the
hero of the hole, which rises against the tyranny of the capitalist system and
invites people of different classes to solidarity and unity. In the opening scenes
of the film, he tries to talk to upper and lower classes, but no one pays him the
slightest attention. When Goreng finds himself alone, he realizes that in this
hole there is no such thing as unity and solidarity against the ruling classes. As
a result, it also aligns with the cavity system. However, in the final sequences
of the film, Goreng, as the hero, teams up with his cellmate Baharat and decides
to breach the hole system and deliver food to the lower castes. From this point
of view, "Gorang" overcomes the capitalist system.
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