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Abstract

The Structural Relationships between Religious
Orientation and Teachers’ Professional Ethics:
the Mediating Role of Moral Development

=Fatemeh Jalili* =Zahra Hashemi?

@ Objective: This study aimed at investigating the structural relationships between religious
orientation and professional ethics considering the mediating role of levels of moral
development in primary school teachers.

® Method: This descriptive correlational study was conducted using structural equation
modeling. Its statistical population consisted of all primary school teachers in Sabzevar city
in the academic year of 1400-1401 SH (N =500). Using Klein model, a sample of 220 people
was selected from male and female teachers by a stratified random method. They answered
three questionnaires: moral development (Ma, 1981), professional ethics (Cadozier, 2002), and
religious orientation (Allport & Ross, 1950). Structural equation modeling was used with Smart
PLS software in order to test the research model.

@ Findings: The results showed that the teachers’ professional ethics increased through the
internalization of religious orientation in them, in a way that its direct effect was equal to $=0.570.
Furthermore, there was relationships between religious orientation and moral development and
between moral development and professional ethics. There was also an indirect relationship between
religious orientation and professional ethics through levels of moral development.

@ Conclusion: The results of this study show that professional ethics increases in primary teachers
through the internalization of religious orientation, and accordingly, an increase in the level of moral
development.

professional ethics, religious orientation, moral development, primary school
teachers in Sabzevar city.
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