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Abstract

One of the main aspects in understanding past cultures is the study and analysis of pottery
works in ancient sites. The passage of communication routes such as the Khorasan
highway during the historical period, especially in the Islamic period, has caused the
emergence of many pottery cultures in this part of the country. Considering the influence
of Hamedan pottery cultures and consequently the Qoroq site from large pottery areas
of the Islamic period, in this research, an attempt is made to answer these questions. In
terms of construction style and decoration, the effects of which areas can be seen in the
pottery of Qoroq site? What are the most important types of pottery in this area from the
Sth to 8th century AH? And which type of pottery has native characteristics? The main
purpose of this writing is to identify the types of pottery indicators of the study site,
which is done through the study of archaeological data obtained from modern surveys.
In the present research, the descriptive-analytical research method and information
gathering has been done in the form of library studies and field comparison of the
findings of this area with other areas. The results show that the pottery art of this area
can be seen in terms of construction and decoration techniques influenced by the art of
neighboring areas such as Zolfabad, Aveh, Soltanieh, Takht-e Soleiman, Kangavar and
Boroujerd. Also more than 10 types of pottery from the fifth to the eighth century AH
have been identified, which include different types of unglazed and glazed pottery, each

~ of which is divided into simple, patterned and multi-colored subsets under the glaze. In
the meantime, specimens such as Dishes with multicolored decoration on white glaze
probably have local characteristics.
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Introduction

Qoroq site is located 9 km north of Hamedan city, in the east of Bahar city. In terms
of topography and geological features, this area is located in the alluvial, eastern and
northern parts of the Alvand mountain valley habitat and in the middle of the vast and
fertile plain of Hamedan (Fig. 1 & 2). According to historical texts and archaeological
evidence, Qoroq site is one of the leading cultural centers of the Islamic period, the
peak of its prosperity is related to the seventh and eighth centuries AH (Fig. 3). Surface
studies on the pottery of the Islamic period of Qoroq site show that in this region, various
known pottery styles have been prevalent in different regions of Iran. The Survey and
analysis of various types of pottery index during the fifth to eighth centuries AH, The
relationship of this area with neighboring areas and also the identification of local
samples is one of the objectives of this Research. The most important research questions
are: 1- In terms of construction style and decoration, the effects of which areas can be
seen in the pottery of Qoroq site? 2- What are the most important types of pottery in this
area? And 3- which type of pottery has native characteristics? According to the results
of the research, underglaze and overglaze varieties with monochromatic and multicolor
motifs are among the most important pottery works of this area. It is probably the multi-
colored type on a white glaze background from the local pottery of the western regions
of Iran in the 7th and 8th centuries AH. (Table 7 b). In the present article, the data are
collected by documentary and field methods and the research approach is “descriptive-
analytical”. The pottery pieces were studied by “sampling” method as “simple random”
and based on “qualitative characteristics”.

Archacological studies by faculty members of Bu - Ali Sina University in the region
during the years 2006 to 2012 have referred to the pottery data of the Islamic period of
this region and its flagship hills, including Qoroq site (Mohammadifar and Motarjem,
2006; Motarjem and Belmaki, 2009; Nazari Arshad, 2012). “Survey and analysis of the
typology of pottery from the beginning of the Islamic period to the end of the Safavid
period in Hamadan”; (Zarei and Shabani, 2019) is another research that has studied the
totality of Islamic pottery in Hamedan province, including the Qoroq site, which has

been obtained through excavations and studies.

Data

In this research, the pottery fragments of Qoroq Islamic site are divided into two groups
of unglazed and glazed pottery. According to the type of decoration, unglazed pottery can
be seen in three groups with molded decoration, incised pattern and added pattern. Glazed
parts can be classified into two groups, monochromatic and multicolor. Also, according to
the type of motifs and patterning method, it is divided into monochromatic motifs (carved,
molded, embossed) and underglaze and overglaze motifs. Glazed pottery is divided into
Sultanabad style, esgraffiato, black pen under turquoise glaze, silhouette, blue and white,

Azure with gold decorations and several colors on white glaze (Table 1-7).
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In the Islamic period, especially from the 3rd to the 8th century AH, historians and
geographers have made important references to the routes between Hamadan and the
neighboring regions, which can be known to some extent about the main and most
importantroads of this region and the neighboring regions. These routes are: 1- Hamadan-
Holwan route (Istakhri, 1961: 163-162; Ibn Hoqal, 1987: 103-102; Ibn Khordadbeh,
1992: 24; Ibn Rosteh, 1892: 168-167; Maghdasi, 1982: 599-600; Mostofi Qazvini, 1957:
164) which passed through the western regions of the country, including the cities of
Asadabad, Kangavar, Bisotun. 2- Hamedan-Qazvin route (Istakhri, 1961: 163), which
passed through the cities of Razan and Avaj. 3- The southern road of Hamedan (Demeh
road, Raman/Jarfadghan/Isfahan/Khuzestan) which was flowing from the cities of
Jokar, Nahavand and Borujerd towards the southern and central regions of the country
(Istakhri, ibid.: 163; Natanzi, 2013: 254). 4- The route from Hamedan to Saveh and
Ray (Ibn Khordadbeh, 1992: 25; Ibn Rosteh, 1892: 168-167; Hamavi 2001, Vol. 1: 651;
Katebe Baghdadi, 1991: 38-37) which passed through the eastern parts of Hamedan,
including the villages of Gorgaz and Bozenjerd. 5- Hamadan-Soltanieh route (Mostofi
Qazvini, 1957: 164; Hamedani, 2007: 126), the northern road that passed through the
cities of Kabudarahang and Shirinsu.

Here, many similarities can be seen between the pottery of the Qoroq Islamic site and
the examples found in the significant cultural centers within the region (Bashqortaran,
Dargzin and Babakhanjar sites in the north, Arzanfoud and Troglodytic Samen sites in
the south, and Qale jugq site in the northeast). Also, the ability to compare some of the
samples found with pottery from outside the region such as Qorveh, Kangavar, Bisotun,
Garos, Aghkand, Soltanieh, Zalfabad, Tahigh, Aveh, Ray, and Borujerd has shown the
connections of this site with its western, eastern, northern, and southern neighbors.
Among these routes, which had a significant impact on the political, economic and
cultural life of the region, is the Great Khorasan road that entered the Hamadan basin

from the eastern parts of the plain.

Conclusion

According to the study of pottery left over from this area and the abundance obtained
from them - as one of the cultural centers with valuable archaeological data - its peak
of brilliance belongs to the Seljuk and Ilkhanid periods. Among the pottery fragments
of the area, all kinds of single-color pottery (plain and patterned), underglaze and
overglaze patterns typical of the western regions of Iran have been obtained. Among
the types of glazed vessels, esgraffiato vessels with linear and simple geometric motifs
repeated in the middle of the frame (spiral, zigzag, rhombus and triangular circle motifs)
on a light green and cream background, and multi-colored decorated vessels on white
glaze with mixed geometric motifs. (horizontal parallel lines, continuous crossed lines)
and a simple plant (flowers with several leaves, mesbek and pichan) in the inner part

is considered one of the most important types of local pottery of this place. Similar
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to the samples studied based on the construction technique, decoration method, color
and shape in other pottery centers inside and outside the region, especially in the
neighboring prominent areas which are on the most important communication routes
from Hamedan to Kangavar, Bisotun, Qorveh, Soltanieh, Aghkand, Garos, Zolfabad,
Tahigh, Aveh, Ray and Borujerd were placed, it has been popular. The designs used on
the pottery have shown the extensive cultural relations of the population centers in the
middle Islamic centuries. According to historical and archeological evidence, the main
factor influencing the pottery art of this region from neighboring regions in the Islamic
period was the trade and pilgrimage routes that entered the Hamedan plain from the east,
central plateau, west and northwest. As can be seen, during this period, all exchanges
from the most important city of Jebal, i.e. Ray, to the western regions of the country,
including the Hamedan Plain, were carried out through the Khorasan road. Therefore,
Hamedan is located in the center of one of the four important communication routes
between north and south and east and west of Iran, and the similarity of the cultural
materials of this region with other regions is due to its location in the chain of political,

cultural and commercial communication in the west of the country.
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Fig. 1. Hamedan-Bahar plain watersheds and the geographical location of the Qoroq Site
in it (Rezaei, 2019).
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Fig. 2. Satellite photo of the Qoroq Site (Google Earth, 2020).
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Fig. 3. Remains of brick and adobe architecture in the eastern part of the Qoroq Site
(Rezaei, 2019).
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Tab. 1. Unglazed pottery pieces with carved and molded motifs of the Qoroq Site (Rezaei, 2019).
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Tab. 2. Pieces of glazed pottery of one color without pattern and with pattern of the Qoroq Site (Rezaei,
2019).
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Tab. 3. Multi-colored underglazed pottery pieces on a turquoise background, the Qoroq Site (Rezaei,
2019).
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Tab. 4. Fragments of pottery known as silhouette and blue-white pottery of the Qoroq Site (Rezaei, 2019).
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Tab. 5. Underglazed pottery pieces of Sultan Abad style of the Qoroq Site (Rezaei, 2019).
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Tab. 6. Sgraffiato pottery pieces of the Qoroq Site (Rezaei, 2019).
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Tab. 7. a) Glazed pottery with azure designs decorated with gold b) Pottery pieces with multi-colored motifs
on white glaze, the Qoroq Site (Rezaei, 2019).
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Fig. 4. The geographical location of the settlement areas of Hamedan Plain in the middle Islamic centuries in
relation to the communication routes (Rezaei, 2020).
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