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Abstract

In this article, the production systems of lithic artifacts during the Neolithic period of
eastern Mazandaran has been studied based on the 2020 excavation of Touq Tepe using
a descriptive-analytical approach. Examining the technology, typology, and the effect of
subsistence on applying methods of technologies and studying the production methods
of various artifacts were among this research project’s most important questions and
aims. Touq Tepe is located in the central district of Neka, near Hotukosh mountains,
one of Iran’s most important Chert sources. These artifacts were not locally made at
the site and part of the production sequence took place elsewhere. Since there was
no blade core in the assemblage, it seems that the blades came to the site in already-
prepared form and mostly retouching and finalizing processes of the debitages were
done at the site. Evidence such as a large striking platform, dual striking bulb, and
dented striking bulb indicates that the technology used in the Touq Tepe lithic artifact
was either direct percussion with a soft hammer or indirect percussion. Some of the
most important characteristics of the assemblage are the abundance of over-flake and
notched-denticulated tools and the shortage of scrapers (thumbnail and geometric) and
tools with sickle gloss. The lithic industry of Touq Tepe resembles the Mesolithic stone
industry of Komishan Cave regarding its technological composition. The production
method of the stone artifacts in the Neolithic was likely a continuum of the Caspian
Mesolithic period. The subsistence economy has a direct effect on the production method
of artifacts. Our study showed that due to the high environmental capacity of the studied
area in providing prehistoric societies with food, there was no dramatic change in the

typology and technology of lithic tools on the site despite the change of the subsistence
towards food production.
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Introduction

In the process of Neolithization, and then during the Neolithic period, the hunter-gatherer
subsistence transformed into domesticate-farming (Bar-Yosef & Meadow, 1995;
Barker, 2006; Hole, 1984; Bar-Yosef & Belfer-Cohen, 1992). With those mentioned
transformations came a metamorphosis in lithic tools technology. Thus, technological
and subsistence developments are two fundamental issues in Neolithic research.

Proper archaeological research has shown western and southwestern parts of the
Iranian plateau as one of the major zones of Neolithization. Thus, these regions have
absorbed most of the research interests regarding the Neolithic period (Roustaei,
2014). Meanwhile, most of the reports on eastern Mazandaran are about Mesolithic
sites as far as there is little known about this period even in sites with in situ Neolithic
layers like Kamarband (Belt) Cave (Jayez, 2012: 284). Therefore, one of the important
aims of this article is to deal with this period through new archaeological findings in
Touq Tepe, a site located in Neka Plain, and study the technology and typology of its
lithic artifacts.

The current research has studied the technology and typology of stone artifacts from
the Neolithic layers of Touq Tepe and the subsistence of its inhabitants, which is useful
to clarify the processes of change in the technology and typology of artifacts from
the Mesolithic to the Neolithic period and open the way for future studies. Given the
proximity of the site to one of the largest and finest Chert sources in Iran, the artifacts
were studied for their raw material so a logical relationship between raw material
abundance and the diversity of lithic artifacts could be established. Naturally, larger
and thicker tools were used for rougher tasks. The production methods of these artifacts
were mostly direct and indirect percussion.

In this study, newly-found lithic artifacts from Neolithic layers of Touq Tepe were
first studied separately for classification, typology, sourcing, and investigation of the
Neolithic subsistence economy. The findings were classified into four types: tools,
debitages, cores, and natural stones. Eventually, the results were compared to published
data of the nearby sites from quantity and diversity points of view to establish a

foundation for general knowledge about subsistence in the Neolithic period.

Disccussion

Totally, 348 stone artifacts were recovered from Neolithic layers of Toq Tepe. This
assemblage has 6 cores (1.72%) including 3 flake cores, 2 microblade single-side
cores, and 1 irregular mixed core. A total of 259 (74.43%) artifacts are simple debitages
including 135 flakes, 43 blades, 15 microblades, 2 burin spalls, 35 chips, and 27 debris.
81 (23.28%) tools consist of retouched (31 retouched flakes, 24 retouched blades, and 10
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retouched microblades), notched tools, notched-denticulate tools, backed microblades
and multi-functional tools and 2 (0.57%) naturally occurred stones.

The places of flake and microblade on cores are highly irregular and their exterior
angles are less than 90 degrees. The blades and microblades have mostly irregular ridges
and a profile with low curvature. The ventral surfaces are not completely flat and have
waves on them. The thickness of the striking platform in blades and microblades is quite
low and flakes with a thick striking platform and prominent striking bulb with dents
over the bulb are also rare. In this assemblage, dented striking bulbs are more common
in flakes, blades, and finally microblades, but completely absent in burins.

The flakes were rarely made using direct percussion and in the majority of cases they
were produced using direct percussion with a soft hammer or indirect percussion. All
the blades were made using direct percussion with a soft hammer or indirect percussion.
In microblades, considering the faded striking bulb and their paralleled edges, it is
probable that the pressure technique was used Although no pressure microblade core
was found. All the lithic artifacts of Touq Tepe were made out of Chert with various

color spectrums but mostly from light to dark brown.

Conclusion

The number of simple debitages is far more than debitages turned into tools and those
that turned into tools have larger dimensions and irregular retouches. Based on the
comparison of the average sizes of the tools made over the flake blank and the simple
debitages on the flake blank and the high ratio of chips to the tools, it can be concluded
that the process of making and converting simple debitages to tools was taken place in
the site and according to the immediate needs thus most of the retouches are irregular.
Scrapers were mostly made over flake blanks and have denticulate or notched-denticulate
retouches that do not need any special pre-design.

The lack of blade cores and the low percentage of blade’s simple debitages support
this hypothesis that the blades were imported into the site in already-prepared form and
then retouched at the site. In the Touq Tepe lithic industry, there was an emphasis on
flake production due to the availability of raw materials. The technical evidence over
the debitages of stone artifacts of Touq Tepe confirms that debitages were detached from

cores using direct percussion with a soft hammer or indirect percussion.
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Tab. 1. Frequency of all types of tools (Tavakoli Zaniyani, 2023).
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Diag. 2. Regular, irregular payment frequency in paid instruments(Tavakoli Zaniyani,
2023).
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Diag. 3. Frequency of congerid and congerid types (Tavakoli Zaniyani, 2023).
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Tab. 2. Frequency of Scrapers types (Tavakoli Zaniyani, 2023).
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Fig. 3. Scrapers (Tavakoli Zaniani, 2023).
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Fig. 4. 1. Polished chip, 2. Side scraper, 3. Polished chip, 4. Chip separated from the cutting
face of the microblade, 5. Side scraper, 6. Polished chip, 7. Chip, 8. Polished blade, 9. Side
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One-sided micro-bladed mother-of-pearl stone (Tavakoli Zaniyani, 2023).
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Diag. 4. The thickness of the shock bubble in all types of resections (Tavakoli Zaniyani,
2023).
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Diag. 5. Distribution of impact platform in different types of resections (Tavakoli Zaniyani,
2023).
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Tab. 5. Distribution of shock bubble bounce in different types of shock platform (Tavakoli
Zaniyani, 2023).
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