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A Comparative Analysis of the Motifs of the Story ""Kor-
e Asb-e Siah™ in Bakhtiari Culture and the Story of
Siavash
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Literature review

Several articles have been conducted on this topic, including Karimi
and Bonyadi (2018), in which they have focused on the narrative
structure of folk tales through a discourse semiotic perspective.
Jabbareh Naserou (2020) explained mythical motifs such as the God
of Martyrdom, the growth of plants from the blood of the character,
travel to the underworld, fairies, fertility, and birth. Keshvari and
Zarrintaj Vardi's articles entitled "Mythological Motifs Related to
Birds in Lori Myths" (2019) and "Investigating the Reflection of
Mithraic Beliefs in Lori Myths" (2020) examine various types of birds
and reflections of Mithraic beliefs in Lori culture. Zaheri and Nasiri
(2021) found that some of the female characters in these stories are
transformed into mythological characters, such as divine ladies
(goddess) or Malkin (Devil Woman) in Iranian myths.
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Research Objectives and Questions

The primary goal of this study is to compare the motifs of the story
"Kor-e Asb-e Siah™ with the tale of Siavash in Shahnameh to identify
the similarities and differences between the two stories. Based on the
preferences and desires of Bakhtiari culture, it aims to find the
changes in the story of “Kor-e Asb-e¢ Siah” compared to the story of
Siavash.

Main Discussion

The literature of Iran boasts a multitude of national narratives and
myths that have been documented by epic poets, chiefly Ferdowsi. But
the action of modification in these stories have stayed relevant even in
the present day. Numerous tales of Shahnameh has undergone
significant modifications due to its widespread popularity among
people, and new details and changes have been included based on the
preferences and tastes of the audience (Mahjub, 1990, 248-250). Due
to the frequent exposure to Shahnameh through reading and oral
recitation, ordinary folks became adept storytellers in their own right,
weaving an abundance of intricate details into each tale according to
their personal tastes and inclinations (Anjavi Shirazi, 1990, vol.
2/p.10).

The Bakhtiaris possess a literary culture centered on the reading of
Shahnameh, which has affected many aspects of their lifestyle,
including beliefs, attitudes, naming, customs, and traditions, ranging
from festivities to mourning. Within the Bakhtiari community,
narrators of Shahnameh typically divide a story into parts and pass on
the continuation of the narrative to others once they reach the story's
climax or falling action of a specific section. This practice continues
until the entire tale is concluded (Jafari Ghanavani, 2015, 94). The
Bakhtiari tribe has exhibited a profound interest in the art of narrating
Shahnameh, which they fervently practice during various occasions
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such as battles, celebrations, and most notably, familial gatherings.
The emotional intensity experienced while hearing Shahnameh tales
has led narrators to alter the stories according to their individual
preferences and tastes during oral transmission.

Conclusion

After analyzing the story of “Kor-e Asb-e Siah” and comparing it to
the tale of Siavash, it becomes evident that there are several
significant similarities between these two stories. Both Siavash and
Ali-Mishehza are princes with unclear maternal ancestry. Neither of
the two mothers does have a presence in the story after the birth of
their children. They are portrayed as physically attractive individuals
with exceptional beauty. Their black horses are highly intelligent,
capable of jumping high, and ridden exclusively by their respective
owners. The upbringing of both protagonists is entrusted to
individuals outside their households. In both stories, the stepmothers
were seeking for a sexual desire and mistreat them due to their
inability to fulfill their desires. Both characters sought asylum in
foreign lands to escape the dangers of their homeland and stepmothers
and showed their competency there. They married the daughter of the
king, and built magnificent cities and palaces for themselves. It can be
argued that the story of “Kor-e Asb-e Siah™ in Bakhtiari culture is a
creative retelling of the story of Siavash, or alternatively, the
storytellers drew inspiration from the story of Siavash while crafting
“Kor-e Asb-e Siah."
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