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Abstract

The Archaeological Survey of a part of the Valley of Sirwan River between the east of Sarvabad
County and the west of Sanandaj County in the southwest of Kurdistan province was carried
out in October 2016. The area is surrounded by many heights covered with oak and banyan
trees, forming a V-shaped valley with a short width and a steep slope. This situation is not an
ideal condition for the formation of sites and human settlements, and therefore, it was not
logical to expect the discovery of many sites before the survey. This survey included only the
catchment areas of Nayabad Dam, where in total 11 sites were identified. The oldest identified
settlements, including 6 sites, belonged to the Parthian period, and no older findings were
obtained from this survey. Just a site had evidence from the 4th to 6th AD centuries. It seems
that the lack of ancient sites in the valley is most likely related to the geological and topographic
conditions of the valley. The lack of arable land, the stony nature of the area, and the excessive
slope of the land in the valley have caused the formation of only nine ancient sites and two
cemeteries throughout the region. Locating on the slopes and being single-period sites are
reasons we see only a small number of pottery pieces in most of the sites, which apparently are
scattered in a natural bed without any archaeological deposits. To identify the endangered sites
of the valley, four of them were excavated (tested by 3-5 sondages), three of which had the
remains of seasonal settlements, and in the area of Deh Kohene 1, a graveyard from the Parthian
period was revealed, where a simple pit grave and a burial pot were revealed from there. Due
to the mentioned reasons, the Sirvan River valley from Nagal to Nai Abad has not had numerous
and important settlements throughout history due to environmental conditions and topography.
The distribution pattern of the ancient sites and the appearance of the archaeological deposits
show that a pattern similar to today has been ruling in the region in the past. At present, for six
months of the year, the people of the region live in scattered houses and places located in their
agricultural land and gardens on the edge of the river and return to the village during the cold
season. Undoubtedly, this pattern was formed due to environmental restrictions and has
continued to the present.

Keywords: Kurdistan, Sarvabad, Sirwan River, Parthian Period, seasonal settlement, burial
pot.
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