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Cultural Period Cahar Ebrahim Zage Qabrestan Sagz
Bone Abad Abad

Sizar Arisman Sialk N Sialk S Qoli CeSme Al | Pardis Kopendah
Darvis

Iron Age Iron Age | End 980

Start 1450

Start 1620 Start 1530 Start 1536

Bronze Age Late Bronze Age End 1450
Start 1780

End 1620 End 1680 End 1610
Start 1880

Midcle Bronze Age

End 1860
Start 2090

EB Il Kura-Araxes
2900-2000

End 2450
Start 2270

EB | Proto-literate
3400 2900

End 2790 End 1965 End 3000
Start 2860 | Star: 3480 Start 3500

Chalcolithic Late (LO) End 2700 | End 3540
3700-3400 Start 3780 | Start 3670

End 3940 End 3500
Start 3790

Midcle (MC) Cnd 3780
4000-3700 Start 3940

Cnd 3480 [nd 3790 Cnd 3700
Start 3940 Start 4025

Early (EC) End 3940
4300 4000 Start 4390

End 3940
Start 4410

Transitional Late (TC 1)
Chalcolithic 4600-4300

Early (TC 1) End 5010 | End 4320
5200-4600 Start 5120 Start 5380

End 4900 End 4690 End 4760
Start 5145 Start 5170 Start 5100

Late Neolithic Late (LN 1) End 5220 End 5120
56005200 Start 5320 Start 5530

End 5250 End 5100
Start 5380 Start 5290

Early (LN 1) End 5670
6000- 5600 Start 6010

End 5715
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Abstract

Urban expansion in recent decades, especially in the peripheral areas of Tehran and Karaj, has
led to the expansion of areas that were villages surrounded by gardens on the outskirts of Karaj
before the revolution. Mardabad/Mahdasht, which became a city in the not-so-distant past
(1991), has expanded rapidly and the gardens and historical monuments around it, like many
other cities in Alborz province, have been destroyed or exposed to destruction. Tepe Mardabad
is located in Mahdasht town, eleven kilometers southwest of Karaj in Alborz province. The site
has been registered as number 2252 in the list of national monuments of Iran in 1998. Mardabad
is located in the northwestern of Mahdasht town, exactly on the border of residential houses
and agricultural lands, residential constructions in recent years have severely threatened,
destroyed, and encroached on the southern and to some extent eastern parts of the site. In the
spring of 2016, an archaeological excavation was carried out on the site to recognize the core
and buffer zone. Tepe Mardabad is one of the highest ancient mounds in Alborz province, there
is evidence of the cultural sequence from the 6th millennium BC to the Middle Islamic era in
this area. Certainly, conducting scientific and more extensive excavations on this site will lead
to obtaining much more accurate archaeological information. However, according to surface
pottery evidence, the site has a long chronological sequence: Late Neolithic period (Sialk 1/ 6th
millennium BC), Transitional Chalcolithic/Cheshmeh Ali (Sialk Il/late 6th/early of the fifth
millennium BC), Iron Age | (the end of the second millennium BC), the historical period and
the Islamic era.

Keywords: Urban expansion, Mardabad, core and buffer zone, chronological sequence,
relative chronology.
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