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Figure2: Distance traveled from Almaty during 10 hours of driving before completion (in purple)

and after completion (in blue)
Source: international bank for reconstruction and development (2019), “belt and road economics opportunities and risks of
transport corridors”: 92.
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Figure 3: A conceptual model explaining the convergent relations between Iran and China in the framework of the Belt and Road
Initiative
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Figure4. Iran’s macro position in the Belt and Road initiative

Source: international bank for reconstruction and development (2019), “belt and road economics opportunities and risks of transport
corridors”.page 46.
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Figure 5: Silk Road Economic Belt and New Maritime Silk Road
Source: international bank for reconsteuction and development (2019), “belt and road economics opportunities and risks of transport corridors™: 3.
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Abstract
China, as a country with rising economic power and with mega-projects such as "Belt and
Road Initiative", has economic, political and strategic requirements in different regions. On
the other hand, Iran also has a significant capacity to participate in this initiative due to
advantages such as its privileged geographical location, although this capacity is heavily
influenced by the limitations and obstacles that challenge Iran's foreign policy and even the
positive effects of interdependence turns into a complex category. Therefore, the present
article is focused on the question of what are the most important factors affecting the
convergence of relations between Iran and China in the context of the Belt and Road
Initiative? The hypothetical answer is that Iran's geopolitical and geoeconomic position on the
one hand and China's strategic and economic goals in connecting the four regions of Central
Asia, West Asia, South Asia and the Arabian Peninsula lead to a more convergent trend in the
relations between Iran and China in the context of the Belt and Road Initiative. to experience
The finding of the study is that China's economy-oriented foreign policy overshadows the
relationship based on mutual dependence against Iran's security-oriented foreign policy.
Despite this, the entry of America and China into a new stage of competition and conflict
provides Iran with the opportunity to take advantage of the Belt and Road Initiative more than
in the past. The research method is descriptive-analytical, relying on the description of
existing trends in Iran-China relations, and based on the explanatory and deductive power of
the interdependence theory.
Detailed Abstract
Introduction: Iran-China relations in various fields guarantee mutual interests, which
indicates the existence of a kind of interdependence between the two countries. China, as a
country with rising economic power and has super-projects such as the belt and the way of
economic, political and strategic necessities and requirements in different regions. In contrast,
Iran has a special capacity for this project for various reasons, including its privileged
geographical location. But this capacity itself is strongly influenced by the constraints and
obstacles that challenge Iran's foreign policy and even make the positive effects of
interdependence a complex one.
Materials and Method: the present article focuses on the question of what are the most
important factors influencing the convergent relations between Iran and China in the context
of the Silk Road project? The hypothetical answer is that Iran's geopolitical and geoeconomic
position on the one hand and China's strategic and economic goals in connecting the four




Quarterly of New Attitudes in Human Geography (winter) 2023, Vol. 15. No 1

regions of Central Asia, West Asia, South Asia and the Arabian Peninsula, cause Iran-China
relations in the context of the Belt and Road Initiative. The research method is descriptive-
analytical, relying on the description of existing trends in Iran-China relations, and based on
the explanatory and deductive power of the interdependence theory.

Results and Discussion: In order to answer this question, the article deals with China's goals
of the Belt and Road Initiative. Based on this, goals such as creating a China-centered global
value chain and solving the problem of China's excess capacity in the economic dimension,
strengthening stability in regional geography, strengthening energy security and expanding
strategic influence in strategic dimensions are of interest to Beijing. In the following, the
article examines the converging opportunities of Iran and China in the context of the Belt and
Road Initiative. Convergent political opportunities include the geopolitical and geostrategic
position of Iran, the revisionist approach to the American-centered international order, and the
promotion of one's position and position at the international level. Convergent economic
opportunities include economic exchanges and taking advantage of the geo-economic
situation and energy exchanges. It is obvious that there are challenges that limit Iran-China
relations in the Belt and Road Initiative; Including the economic interdependence of China
and Western powers (especially the United States), the uncertainty of Iran's position in the
Chinese Belt and Road plan, the insecurity of Iran's surrounding environment, and Iran's
structural confrontation with the international system and America.

Conclusion: The result is that China and Iran's mutual need for each other in the economic
and political fields has provided the grounds for the convergence of the two countries in
recent years. In addition to these platforms and capacities that have acted as drivers of
Tehran-Beijing bilateral relations, there are also challenges and limitations that hinder the
development of bilateral relations. The finding of the article is that China's economy-oriented
foreign policy against Iran's security-oriented foreign policy overshadows the relationship
based on mutual dependence. Despite this, the entry of America and China into a new stage of
competition and conflict provides Iran with the opportunity to take advantage of the Belt and
Road Initiative more than in the past. The content of this statement is that Iran's main goal in
entering the Belt and Road initiative is to determine its position in the China-oriented Asian
value chain, so as to achieve its stable position in the international economic system.
Keywords:Silk Road, Belt and Road Initiaitive, Iran, China.
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