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Non-representational theories have influenced rural geography, and geographers are dealing with rural
issues not only discursively, but also as part of a set of embodied, practiced, and experienced elements
of life. Local plans of rural settlements are among the important rural issues and the present study aims
to identify the shortcomings and inadequacies of these plans in East Azerbaijan province. Research in the
context of NRT as a mixed inductive thinking method has used a qualitative method (phenomenology
with MAXQDA) to discover propositions; from the mixed method (Q) to subjectivize and discover mental
patterns and finally, the quantitative method (SEM by LISREL method) to determine the final effective
factors in rural local planning. "Lack of a clear management system for the village" (local management);
"Lack of attention to local production methods" (knowledge-based); "Weakness in the procurement sys-
tem (scientific weakness of consulting engineers in recognizing the needs of the villagers)" (evaluation-

Key words: oriented); "Process and content ambiguity in how policies and programs are formulated" (explicit); And
Non-Represen- "Lack of attention to local indigenous knowledge and rural participation in local planning" (participatory
tation theory, and eco-oriented) were identified as five perspectives or mental models on the most important short-
Local development, comings of local rural development planning. The final comparison and validation of quantitative and
Mixed method, Q : qualitative methods showed that the "lack of a clear management system for the village" and "weakness
method, SEM, East in the local planning system" as the main shortcomings are two important propositions that provincial
Azerbaijan © experts, local managers, and members of the local rural community agree on them.
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Extended Abstract ing capacity and potential for local and regional develop-
ment has not been provided. Therefore, the examination
1. Introduction of the results and consequences of the mentioned local

plans and programs of rural development in East Azarbai-
n rural plans and projects, a completely jan province shows that they have not achieved their ideal
compatible and native model with exist- goal in their rural settlements and not much success has
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been achieved regarding the category of "people as par-
ticipants in the planning process” and they have always
faced inadequacies and failures. The main objective of
this study is to measure the subjectivity and examine the
mental patterns of the local community in the context of
non-representational theory.

2. Methodology

In this study, quantitative and qualitative methods have
been used in the context of non-representation theory.
This study has three stages:

The first stage is based on the phenomenological meth-
od. MAXQDA software was used for the axial coding of
data. Q method was used in the second step. In this part
of the research, the pseudo-normal distribution was used
as the standard form of the ranking table of propositions
in Q methodology.

The key factors for the final review and determination
of the final influencing factors have been provided to
the informed people of the local community in the form
of a researcher-made questionnaire. This phase has 130
respondents who use the easy sampling method of non-
probability sampling to determine the sample size. SEM
using LISREL software is used to process the findings of
this step.

3. Results

5 factors or viewpoints with a cumulative total of
66.014% have been identified. Based on the calculated
factor loads, five factors or perspectives are observed, so
that out of a total of 26 panel members, 7 (27%) of the
participants are in the perspective of group one, 6 (23%)
in group two, 6 (23%) in group three, 5 people (19%) in
group four and finally 2 people (8%) in the view of group
five.

The criterion for determining the fit of the whole model
is the root of the mean power of the approximation er-
ror, which appears as (RMSEA) in the output file. When
the value of this statistic is between 0.05 to 0.08, the fit
will be acceptable, which 0.051 in this output indicates
an acceptable fit of this model. The amount of Chi-square
(1031.18) is also in the desired range compared to the de-
gree of freedom (256) and the result is 4.2 for accepting
the model and it is acceptable. All explicit variables except
the variable "neglect of the ability of non-governmental
actors and non-governmental organizations (with a value
of 1.14)" are confirmed with values of t greater than 1.96.
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4. Discussion

In all five perspectives, the statements "lack of a clear
management system for the village, lack of a link between
annual budgets and plans, and ambiguities in how reports
are presented, use of the local community as a source
of information not as participants in the local planning
process, weakness in the preparation system" "Scien-
tific weakness of consulting engineers in recognizing the
needs of villagers”, inadequacy in rural entrepreneurship
management and lack of strengthening creative areas, es-
pecially in rural knowledge-based industrial areas" are the
top propositions. This indicates that the view of "local,
evaluation-oriented, participatory and eco-oriented man-
agement" is the final view derived from the Q analysis to
examine the shortcomings of the local development plans
of rural settlements in East Azerbaijan.

The general results of the structural equation model for
the effective variables show the propositions:

- Lack of a clear management system for the village
"(local management);

- Lack of attention to local production methods (knowl-
edge-based);

- Weakness in the preparation system (scientific weak-
ness of consulting engineers in recognizing the needs of
the villagers) (evaluation-oriented);

- Process and content ambiguity in how to formulate
policies and programs "(explicit); and

- Lack of attention to local indigenous knowledge and
rural participation in local planning (participatory & eco-
oriented).

One of the most important shortcomings of local plan-
ning is rural development in the study area. On the other
hand, due to the good fit of the structural equation model,
this result can be generalized to large statistical communi-
ties.

5. Conclusion

Final comparisons and validations show that the state-
ments "lack of a clear management system for the vil-
lage" and "weakness in the procurement system (scien-
tific weakness of consulting engineers in recognizing
the needs of villagers)" are important shortcomings that
provincial specialists, local managers and local rural com-
munities' address.
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