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ABSTRACT

Vitality is one of the basic needs of cities that with the development of urbanization and
social harms, its importance is increasing day by day. Focusing on environmental
qualities leads to the efficiency and vitality of urban spaces, the continuation of urban
life and the strengthening of physical-mental health characteristics and belonging to the
place. Today, we are witnessing a decline in environmental qualities, lively activities,
lack of natural and urban green spaces, and as a result, the active and lively presence of
people in urban spaces is diminishing. Parklet is one of the factors that can be effective
in encouraging citizens to walk and increase vitality in urban spaces. Therefore, the
purpose of this study is to assess and evaluate the role of Parklets in order to increase
vitality in one of the most important promenades and pedestrian boulevards in Hamadan
called Eram Boulevard. The research method is applied and survey and the data were
collected using a researcher-made questionnaire to obtain citizens' opinions and the
reliability of the data was calculated by Cronbach's alpha of 0.845. The statistical
population of the study includes all people who walk on Eram Boulevard in Hamedan,
but there are no exact statistics in this regard. Therefore, the sample size was evaluated
based on the Cochran's formula in the Likert spectrum by 360 users of this space. In
order to analyze the data, one-sample t-test, Pearson correlation and multivariate
regression in SPSS statistical software were used. The results indicate that there is a
positive and significant relationship between the variables of public space expansion,
improving street landscape, a place for social interactions, increasing economic income
and improving quality of life with vitality. Also, the index of social interactions and
improving the landscape of the street have the greatest impact on increasing the vitality
of Eram Boulevard in Hamedan.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

Parklets are one of the most popular urban interventions, created in different European and American countries. These
small external spaces are formed on the parking lots next to the sidewalks. They have facilities such as benches and
tables, and sometimes a place to park bicycles. These places provide an opportunity for pedestrians to sit and rest on
the street without reducing the space of the sidewalks (Sideris et al, 2013: 173-1). The new parklet method is an
emerging idea in line with creating urban furniture. It is used as furniture for beautifying the street and desirable
landscaping of the street in addition to meeting the needs of an urban street (Minoui and Vahedi, 2013: 2). Moreover,
it provides the possibility of persuading and encouraging citizens to walk in the city and urban neighborhoods. Parklets
focus on people (Abad Ocubillo, 2012: 1-24). These public spaces also act as points of attraction for neighborhoods and
local businesses. They bring the forgotten areas of the city back to their area and revive them with informal gatherings
and social activities (Inhabitat, 2014). The creation of parklets in cities and urban neighborhoods can improve the quality
and quantity of the city's view and beautify movement and traffic routes. These actions can create a space with peace
of mind, security, vitality, etc. Another issue is the balance in allocating the use of parklets and strengthening the
participatory process regarding the vitality of urban boulevards. In this regard, Ocubillo also believes that the balance
in the distribution of parklet users leads to the continuation of the life of urban spaces and provides the conditions for
public participation (Ocubillo, 2012: 79).

Data and Method

Due to the quantitative nature of the study, a documentary-survey method (questionnaire) was used to collect data. The
relevant criteria and indicators were extracted by reviewing the research literature and related texts. After developing
the questionnaire, the research fieldwork process began. The questionnaire was developed according to the variables of
expansion of public space, improvement of street landscape, social interactions, economic prosperity, and improvement
of quality of life. First, the respondents’ demographic characteristics, including gender, age, level of education,
employment, etc. were considered. There are various methods to assess the validity. In this study, Kaiser- Kaiser-Meyer-
Olkin (KMO) and Bartlett Test of Sphericity were used for this purpose. Cronbach's alpha coefficient was used to
measure reliability. It takes a value between zero and one. Using SPSS software, Cronbach's alpha coefficient with 25
indicators was obtained at 0.845, which is at an acceptable level. Due to the normality of variables, parametric tests
such as one-sample T-test and multivariate regression were used for data analysis. One-sample T-test was used to
determine whether or not indicators have an effect and to prioritize them. Then, the Pearson correlation test was used
to determine the correlation between the variables. Also, a multivariate regression test was used to determine the
predictability of the variables in improving the vitality of Eram Boulevard.

Discussion and Conclusion

Regarding the variable of the parklet's role in the promotion and expansion of public spaces, the results revealed that
the composition and design of green spaces with a mean of 4.53 had the highest effect on acceptance of the creation of
parklets in this area. However, in this regard, the size and proportions of spaces and pedestrian paths for the development
of green space in combination with the design of parklets will be very significant. Additionally, regarding the role of
parklets in improving the image and landscape from the viewpoint of users and those interested in this urban space,
results showed that indicators such as creativity in designing the appropriate form and pattern of parklets with a mean
of 4.60 have the highest effect on urban vitality. Parklets can play a key role in promoting positive social interactions
and making the space pedestrian-oriented. In this regard, the analyses showed that from the viewpoint of collective
interactions in space, the indicator of the role of parklets in promoting life with a mean of 4.34 is considered one of the
most significant and effective factors regarding social interactions in space. Moreover, the results showed that parklets
can have a significant effect on economic prosperity, entrepreneurship, and creative urban space. The placement of
parklets in the vicinity of cafes and restaurants with a mean of 4.25 is one of the most important significant points that
can be used to increase economic prosperity in such spaces. Finally, parklets can have a significant effect on improving
environmental quality and people's daily life in the space. The results suggest that the presence of parklets in connection
with pedestrian spaces and bicycle spaces with a mean of 4.24 has the highest effect on the desirability and improvement
of the quality of daily life in these environments.

Conclusion

The present study assessed and evaluated the factors affecting the design and creation of parklets in one of the important
boulevards of Hamadan City to improve vitality. Based on the opinions of different users, experts, and urban managers,
and theoretical foundations and past experiences, it was revealed that the design and creation of parklets in public and



urban open spaces can be assessed and evaluated in five areas of the expansion of public spaces, improvement of the
view and landscape of urban spaces, promotion of collective interactions, economic prosperity, and improvement of
environmental quality in line with the improvement of vitality in urban spaces. Also, the results revealed that among
the five primary variables that affect the design and creation of parklets can play in urban spaces, two variables of the
role of parklets in improving the view and landscape of urban spaces with a correlation coefficient of 0.628 and a place
to promote social interactions with a correlation coefficient of 0.603 have the highest correlation and effect in improving
vitality in urban spaces.
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