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Extended Abstract

1. Introduction

Smart growth strategies can make rural settlements
more livable and sustainable by preserving their
history and identity, promoting economic
development, creating diverse housing options, and
preserving ecological sustainability. Such strategies
can have significant benefits for rural communities,
and it is important to note that the challenges facing

rural areas in one country may not be the same as
those in another. Rural areas are also deserving of
significant growth and development that can
improve the lives of their residents. This is because
rural development is essential to accelerating
overall development in any country.

Therefore, the goal of this study is to explain the
influential scenarios of the smart growth approach
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on sustainable development of rural settlements
using a futures study approach. The present
research aims to answer the question of which
scenarios for smart growth of rural settlements in
Jiroft county are most effective for achieving
sustainable development. To answer this question,
the key drivers of the smart growth approach's
impact on sustainable development of rural
settlements were identified using the Micmac
software, and the necessary scenarios for achieving
sustainable development of rural settlements using
the smart growth approach were identified using the
Scenario Wizard software.

2. Method and Material

The research method in this study is a set of
descriptive-analytical methods. In terms of the
objective, this research is practical, and because it
aims to identify the factors affecting the smart
growth of rural settlements and develop scenarios
for these settlements, the research method can be
considered a combination of quantitative and
qualitative methods. In this research, in order to
achieve the research goals and achieve the smart
growth of rural settlements, the researcher needed
to collect information from the academic,
organizational and administrative community.
Therefore, the statistical population of this research
for evaluating and prioritizing the key factors
affecting the smart growth of rural settlements were
specialists who are knowledgeable about the
research topic at Shahid Beheshti University, Jiroft
University, the municipality, the governorate and
the Islamic Revolution Housing Foundation.

The components affecting the smart growth of rural
settlements, which were extracted from previous
researches, were provided to the expert members to
determine their importance. They were also asked
to provide their ideas about the factors that are not
included in this list. Therefore, by studying the
internal and external background of the research,
first a list of sub-indicators was prepared and then,
with the opinion of the authors, these sub-indicators
were placed in 4 dimensions. The set of factors that
were proposed in the first step were given to the
elites to determine the importance. In the first stage,
57 items were selected. For this purpose, 31 experts

in the field of government executive organizations,
university community, municipality and
governorate of Jiroft County were selected by
snowball method. In order to operationalize the
variable theoretical concept, 57 items of smart
growth of rural settlements were used, which were
completed and extracted through a questionnaire
from professors and experts in the form of
questionnaires and impact matrices. These key
factors are presented below.

3. Results and Discussion

According to the results obtained from expert
questionnaires and key variables (influential and two-
faceted risk) extracted from structural equations,
drivers of each of the key factors in the 4 dimensions
of the sustainability of rural settlements with the
smart growth approach were prepared and
implemented. Based on the conditions of determining
the critical factors and drivers, it was identified
among the 57 factors of intelligent growth. Then,
according to the above documents and the correlation
and correlation of the indicators with each other, with
the opinion of experts, the key factors controlling the
overall state of the system and other research
indicators were integrated and combined into 14
descriptors. Also, the results of the scenarios section
showed that there are a large number of possible
scenarios facing the rural settlements of Jiroft County
in the field of smart growth, which has 35 weak
adaptation scenarios and only one strong and stable
adaptation scenario (zero incompatibility). Therefore,
scenariol is the best scenario for the rural settlements
of Jiroft County. Scenarios 2 and 3 are also presented
with the incompatibility of 1- and 3 to show the
extent of futures facing the rural settlements of Jiroft
County. The first scenario, which is a scenario with a
positive direction, has a total interaction score of 446
and a compatibility value of 5; While the second
scenario, which is the unfavorable scenario, has a
total interaction effect score of -93 and a
compatibility value of-1.The third scenario (standing)
also had a compatibility value of 3, and with a total
score of 42 interactions, it can be one of the possible
scenarios for the future of rural physical-spatial
developments.
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4. Conclusion

In fact, smart growth tries to improve the quality of
people’s lives and seeks to respond to socio-
economic, environmental and physical issues and
problems, and it can open the way for rural
management to optimally use facilities and solve
rural problems. And if the drivers of the key
scenarios of smart growth are considered as
infrastructure for sustainable rural development, it
can reduce the negative effects related to this
category. Also, with the necessary and executive
planning to increase and improve the key scenarios
of smart growth, it is possible to help the process of
sustainable  rural  development.  Therefore,
developing scenarios that provide the context for
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