Yo oslod o5 g Conmn JLo AP Sl

YFA M aniugs g Ll yaa

Iran’s Consolidation of Sovereignty Over the Three Islands

(Abu Musa, Big Tunb, Small Tunb)

Ahmad Jansiz*®, Ehsan Ejazi’

1. Associate Professor of Political Sciences, University of Guilan, Guilan, Iran
P4 E-mail: jansiz@guilan.ac.ir

2. Ph. D of International Relations, University of Guilan, Guilan, Iran
E-mail: ehsanejazi95@gmail.com

How to Cite: Jansiz, A; Ejazi, E. (2023). Iran's Consolidation of Sovereignty Over the Three Islands (Abu
Musa, Big Tunb, Small Tunb). Geography and Development, 21 (70), 249-267.
[BJOIE http://dx.doi.org/10.22111/GD1J.2023.7434

Received:

14 June 2022

Received in revised form:
15 December 2022
Accepted:

28 December 2022
Published online:

20 January 2023

Keywords:

Abu Musa Island,
Security,
Development,
Iran, UAE

ABSTRACT

The main aim of the research is to suggest solutions for consolidating the Islamic Republic
of Iran's sovereignty over the three islands of Abu Musa, Big Tunb and Small Tunb. In
order to find a solution, the main question of the article is: Can Iran's sovereignty over the
islands be secured by de-securitizing the three islands on the one hand and implementing
development-oriented policies on the islands on the other? To answer this question, first in
the theoretical framework section, Barry Buzan's security theory and endogenous
development theory are discussed. It then emphasizes the historical importance of the
sovereignty of nations in modern times and then explains the importance of these islands
for Iran by referring to Iran's historical sovereignty over these islands. The hypothesis of
the article would be Iran's sovereignty over these islands might be consolidated by
pursuing the policy of desecuritization in the three islands on the one hand and
implementing a development-oriented policy on the other. The authors suggest Islamic
Republic of Iran has to promote tourism, establish factories, universities and hospitals and
attract foreign direct investment in order to ensure the Iran’s rule on these islands.
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Extended Abstract

1. Introduction

The main aim of the research is to suggest solutions
for consolidating the Islamic Republic of Iran's
sovereignty over the three islands of Abu Musa, Big
Tunb, and Small Tunb. In order to find a solution,
the main question of the article is: Can lIran's
sovereignty over the islands be secured by de-
securitizing the three islands on the one hand and
implementing development-oriented policies on the
islands on the other? Iran was one of the countries
in the Middle East, where the principle of
sovereignty became one of its foreign policy

challenges, most notably the preservation of Iranian
sovereignty over the three islands of Abu Musa,
Great Tunb and Small Tunb. Of course, Iranian
politicians, both during the Pahlavi regime and
during the Islamic Republic of Iran, have -albeit
sometimes ineffective- emphasized that these three
islands belong to Iran forever. Since these three
islands are near the strategic Strait of Hormuz, their
importance is linked to the strait. The Strait of
Hormuz has great strategic importance for three
reasons, including Geo-strategic, military and
economic factors.
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2. Methods and Material

To answer this question, first in the theoretical
framework section, Barry Buzan's security theory
and endogenous development theory are discussed
by using a descriptive-analytical research method.

3. Results and Discussion

The hypothesis of the article would be Iran's
sovereignty over these islands might be
consolidated by pursuing the policy of
desecuritization in the three islands on the one hand
and implementing a development-oriented policy on
the other. The authors suggest Islamic Republic of
Iran has to promote tourism, establish factories,
universities and hospitals and attract foreign direct
investment in order to ensure the Iran’s rule on
these islands. It is appropriate for the Islamic
Republic of Iran to implement development policies
in these islands to ensure security in three islands
and to consolidate its sovereignty. In this regard, the
development of these islands can in turn help to
increase their security. Consequently, special
attention should be paid to the interrelation of

5. References

security and development in these areas in order to
consolidate the sovereignty of Iran on these islands.

4. Conclusion

In the modern world, the historical importance of
the sovereignty of nations has been emphasized.
Given this principle, the importance of Abu Musa,
Big Tunb, Small Tunb islands for Iran is justified
by referring to Iran's historical sovereignty over
these islands. The practical solutions mentioned in
this research are based on Buzan's security theories
and economic development theories. These theories
first emphasize the descuritization of the three
islands, but this does not mean ignoring defensive
requirements in the islands, but instead trying to
bring the issue of the three islands into the political
arena. It is also suggested that economic
development would further consolidate Iran's
political presence in these islands by establishing
universities, commercial and industrial companies.
Keywords: Abu Musa Island, Security,
Development, Iran, UAE.
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