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Extended Abstract

1. Introduction

Among the types of cities, there is a special type of
cities that, in addition to being coastal, are also
mining or extractive, and these characteristics have
provided the basis for the industrialization of these
areas. The industrialization of these areas, along
with features such as being on the coast, has led to
an increasing growth in production, productivity,
and the specialization of the economy in all
dimensions.Economic prosperity resulting from the
concentration of industries in a region creates new
job opportunities and turns labor and activity supply

centers into major centers of population attraction.
The most important and first changes resulting from
the industrialization process of the coastal county of
Kangan in Bushehr province have been the
economic prosperity, the increase of new job
opportunities, the formation of work and activity
supply centers. These changes have provided the
necessary ground to encourage different population
groups with different economic, demographic and
social characteristics to migrate to this region.
According to the census results of 1996 and 2011,
in a period of 15 years, more than 80 thousand of


mailto:vali.rostamalizadeh@psri.ac.ir
https://doi.org/10.22111/gdij.2023.7420

Geography and Development £ 226

Vol. 21, No. 70

these immigrants with different characteristics have
migrated to the region. Due to these changes, the
stability of the population and the permanence of
the migrant workforce in these areas is a subject
that has received less attention in studies related to
industrial-coastal cities and in the general field of
migration. The population structure and the specific
composition of this region after the establishment of
industries raises the issue of whether this amount of
migrant labor will be sustainable in the industrial-
coastal city of Kangan? And what conditions and
factors are effective in the permanence or return of
immigrants? Also, how and with what solutions can
these work environments be turned into family
environments and provide conditions that, in
addition to individual migration flows, family
migrations have a wider form. In this context,
scholars have tried to analyze their analyzes
separately, considering the role of economic and
non-economic factors affecting staying/returning.

2. Methods and Material

The present study is a survey-based descriptive-
analytical study that uses a structured questionnaire
to collect data. The statistical population of the
study is 53069 people who have migrated from
different parts of Iran to the South Pars industrial
zone and are working in one of the
phases/petrochemical plants. The sample size was
calculated to be 654 using the proposed method of
Lin and Cochran formula. Since 64% of the
region’s workforce is active in the phases and 36%
in petrochemical plants, 410 samples are assigned
to the phases and 244 to the petrochemical plants.
Therefore, the probability proportional to size
stratified sampling method was used to select the
samples. In addition to demographic and contextual
questions, the questionnaire included items about
membership in different networks before and after
migration. The questions had been validated in
previous studies. In the used questionnaire, in
addition to the demographic questions, the
concepts; Durability and adaptability. The concepts
are included in the questionnaire according to the
theoretical and experimental background of the
research. Therefore, items whose validity has been
tested and confirmed in previous studies have been

used. In addition, it has been tried to evaluate the
reliability and validity of the questionnaire in two
stages, using content validity and Cronbach's alpha
in the pre-test.

3. Results and Discussion

The results of the situation of immigrants in terms
of staying level show that 75% of immigrants
intend to stay in this area for the next 5 years, 41%
until retirement and 10% until the end of their lives.
In general, the average length of stay of immigrants
in this industrial area is about 9 years. The findings
of the study show that with increasing age, the
desire to stay increases, although with a gentle
slope. Also, immigrants who stay longer are more
likely to stay until retirement. Therefore, the
presence of more immigrants can be associated with
greater adaptation and, as a result, a higher desire to
stay. The results of the regression analysis of factors
affecting the permanence /staying of immigrants
indicate that, in long-term permanence, i.e. until the
end of life, people who have high adaptation in the
field of natural and social environment are more
permanent, and environmental and social factors
have a greater effect on the long-term staying of
people. The variables of age, education,
employment status, length of stay, and workplace
significantly affect the permanence of immigrants.

4. Conclusion

The obtained results emphasize the theoretical and
conceptual interaction of permanence, adaptation,
socio-economic factors based on adaptation theories
and economic perspectives in the field of migration.
Along with variables such as age, income and
duration of stay in the region, adaptation of
immigrants to the social and natural environment is
considered one of the most important determinants
in the permanence of immigrants. The significant
impact of immigrants' adaptation indicates that the
theoretical approach of adaptation can be used in
the field of migration studies and it creates the
possibility to help the development of the
theoretical perspectives of migration studies.
Keywords: Migration, Industrialization, Industrial-
caostal regions, Staying and permanence of migrant
population, Adaptation.
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