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ABSTRACT

Many experts have considered culture from a social perspective
and have paid attention to the study of vitality as a qualitative
aspect in urban space of traditional neighborhoods and also the
impact of peoples’ social culture themes in it. Today, urban spaces
are devoid of human aspects, whereas urban construction is purely
a physical and quantitative view, and there is no quality of
liveliness in space caused by the social culture of the residents.
The research method is quantity-qualitative. The required data
were obtained by selecting 29 residents of the neighborhood using
snowball method and by semi-structured interviews. The criterion
of the existence of different spaces for social interactions between
residents and in the index of identity and sharing of attachments,
the criterion of sharing in social identity and the index of social
cohesion, the criterion of cohesion and participation among
residents and in the index of collective communication, the
criterion of different rituals collective and in the index of quality
of life, the criterion of trust and empathy, and in the index of
lively society, the criterion of performing traditional customs in
neighborhood spaces, and in the index of the spirit of collectivity,
the criterion of performing joint activities have the highest
influence in the discussion of vitality in the studied sample. The
grounded model and theory have been in the inquiry of
participants' perceptions of living conditions and use of urban
spaces in Khajeh Khezr neighborhood and reflect what has
happened in the study.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

Ignoring the value of urban space in today's
urban structures is a reason for creating
urban textures and neighborhoods that
suffer lethargy, and there cannot be seen an
element other than the means of
transportation as a criterion in decision-
making and goal setting. How social
relations are formed in  today's
neighborhoods is a complex urban issue,
and the modernistic view of urban planners
has reduced the audience's sense of
belonging and consequently reduced the
vitality of the neighborhoods. This article
examines the elements of the vitality of
urban spaces arising from social culture as
one of the effective assets in the
neighborhood’s revitalization and
dynamism and with the case study of
Khajeh Khezr neighborhood is seeking to
respond to the questions raised in the
research:

1- How is the effect of social culture on the
vitality of urban spaces (Khajeh Khezr
neighborhood of Kerman)? 2- What does
vitality mean in urban space?

In urban planning literature, urban public
spaces are the basis of social relations.
Khajeh Khezr neighborhood of Kerman,
with its valuable urban spaces that continue
to function as lively and rich spaces of life
after many years, can be a suitable case for
research; although institutions responsible
for urban management in Kerman
neighborhoods have only paid attention to

the physical aspect.

What distinguishes this research from
others, is paying attention to the dimensions
of vitality (from a socio-cultural point of
view) and understanding the audience in the
urban space of the neighborhood. Many
attempts have been made to provide a
definition for the concept of public (social)
culture.  However, there are many
complexities about the meaning and
application of this term. Based on studies,
some examples of public culture include
rituals and ceremonies (national, religious,
sectarian, and family), games (enjoyment
aspects, dramatic charm, and storytelling
with active participation), exhibitions and

festivals (show-music), and popular cultural
goods (presentation, song, story).

Methodology

This study has a qualitative approach to
achieve a model of the vitality of urban
spaces in old neighborhoods under the
influence of residents' social culture themes
and has used in-depth semi-structured
interviews as a data collection tool and
grounded theory for data analysis.
Sampling in this study, like other
qualitative research, is non-probabilistic or
purposeful, in which the selection of
participants is made to obtain the most
information about the phenomenon under
study; so, in the data collection phase,
purposeful sampling is done theoretically.
The sample size in this sampling method
which is specific to qualitative field
research, depended on the theoretical
saturation of the research question. The
interviews continued until the responses
appeared similar and no new information
was extracted from the data.

Results and discussion

The historical context of Kerman is divided
into 30 old neighborhoods. One of them is
Khajeh Khezr neighborhood. Khajeh Khezr
neighborhood, which itself is now a
collection of several old neighborhoods,
including Khajeh Khezr, Bagh-e-Laleh,
Ghobe Sabz, Bazaar-e-Aziz and Qutb-e-
Olia, and is located at a distance from Abu
Hamed Street (Shahid Kamyab), Samsam,
Shariati, ~ Shomal-jonoubi ~ (Chamran).
General questions were asked from
residents about personal experiences of
vitality in neighborhood spaces and their
understanding of the factors that have
influenced this quality by social culture to
collect data in the interview. Then, more
questions were asked for detailed
information relative to the dialog. The text
of all interviews was recorded and then
transcribed on paper. Data collection and
analysis were simultaneous. Data analysis
was performed in the grounded theory
method through coding, so open pivotal and
selective coding was performed on the data.
In order to wvalidate this research,
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continuous comparison, member control
and auditing techniques have been used.
Permanent comparison has been made
several times by data returning during the
analysis to identify categories and their
overlap. Also, research data and findings
were shared with some participants, who
were asked to evaluate the consistency of
their experiences with the results.

Conclusion

The assortment of the categories was
divided into conditional, interactive, and
consequential in the pivotal coding stage so
that the core category could be identified in
the selective coding stage. "hopeful life" as
a core category was the key concept in this
research. The categories of the dignity
concept and happy society, high-quality
life, and a central neighborhood for
collective communication have been
identified by the participants for the Khajeh
Khezr neighborhood urban spaces as the
"conditions” required for hopeful life in it.
Another condition for the realization of a
hopeful life is the quality of life. Collective
communication, making memories in
different gendered spaces and communities
based on the social culture of the residents
is another necessary condition for a vital
urban space. "Social cohesion," "being
together spirit and the concept of being a
member of a large family, " and "identity
and sharing interests" are the interactive
aspects of the hopeful life phenomenon.
Ultimately, the consequence of the created

system is vitality and survival among the
inhabitants, which leads to a sense of
ownership, a sense of support and
maintenance of the neighborhood, and a
sense of sustainability, since there is no
threat to habitation. The conditions,
interactions and consequences discussed
around the "core category" are depicted as a
grounded model for the vitality of urban
spaces under the influence of social culture
(case study of Khajeh Khezr neighborhood
of Kerman) and can be a proper model for
the necessary principles and qualities of
urban space within a neighborhood in
contemporary  urban  planning.  The
grounded model and theory have been in
the inquiry of participants' perceptions of
living conditions and use of urban spaces in
Khajeh Khezr neighborhood and reflect
what has happened in the study.
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