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Abstract

Migration is a phenomenon common to all countries and reverse migration is reflective of
migration from urban to rural areas. It is a phenomenon that gradually increases and could have
consequences in the society. The purpose of this study is to investigate environmental, physical,
economic, and social causes and consequences of reverse migration to rural areas of Buin and
Miandasht. This research is descriptive-analytical in which the data were collected using the library-
field method. From the 5 rural districts of this county, 5 villages that had the most reverse migrant
households were selected. Then, a sample of 290 reverse migrants was determined and questioned
using the Cochran method. According to descriptive data, environmental-physical aspects with a mean
of 40.14 have been the most important factors of migration. The results of the confirmatory factor
analysis and the path coefficient of the main causes show a 40% influence of social causes, 41.7% of
economic causes, and 48.2% of physical-environmental causes on reverse migration. The results of the
independent t-test for all variables (i.e. positive and negative consequences of reverse migration) also
showed that the average negative effects are physical (29.86%), economic (14.09%), and social
(20.90%). The average positive effects are physical (14.38%), economic (24.68%), and social
(30.13%). In examining the results, the change in natural landscapes with an average of 3.96 had the
greatest environmental-physical impact. The improvement of educational indicators with an average of
3.44 had the greatest social impact and increasing land and housing price with an average of 3.45 had
the greatest economic impact.
Keywords: migration, Reverse Migration, Migration Causes and Consequences, Rural Areas, Buin
and Miandasht.
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Introduction

Migration and population movements show the subtleties of human life. Migration is a common
phenomenon in all countries and reverse migration represents migration from city to village. In fact,
today, two-way migration is usually more evident; albeit at a slower step, movement from villages to
cities and migration from cities to villages still exists. In fact, the sharing of migrants to the villages
has taken on a reverse trend in some regions and the villages are moving towards ‘accepting migrants’
and especially the migration of city dwellers to the villages or "reverse migration”. Therefore, this
study investigates the causes and consequences of this type of migration in rural areas of Buin and
Miandasht County and also analyzes the probable differences between different villages.

Materials and Methods

The present study is survey in nature using the descriptive-analytical method. The library and field
methods are used to collect the data. The statistical population includes reverse and return migrants to
the rural areas of Bouin and Miandasht. According to the topic, firstly, 5 villages named Qara Boltaq,
Qaim Abad, Boltag, Betlijeh, and Dashkasan were selected among five rural districts by the cluster
sampling method. Then, 290 people from migrant households were selected based on Cochran's
formula by simple random sampling, and a questionnaire was completed by the participants. The
normality of the data was confirmed by the Kolmogorov-Smirnov test. Factor analysis, t-test,
Friedman, and analysis of variance tests have also been used to check the indicators.

Research Findings

The obtained results showed that environmental-physical factors are the most important causes of
migration. In this context, the highest mean of environmental-physical aspects belongs to the components
of pollution in the urban environment (lack of healthy weather and natural landscapes and the absence of
pollution in the village). The highest mean of the economic dimension belongs to the appropriate price of
land and housing and the low cost of living in the village. In the social dimension, the components of
kinship relations, sense of place belonging, social security, and retirement have had the highest mean. The
results of the structural equations model of factor analysis showed that 40% of social causes, 41.7% of
economic causes, and 48.2% of physical-environmental causes are the main causes of reverse migration.
Descriptive findings also confirm physical-environmental causes with an average of 40.14 as the most
important factor. Examining the mean of positive and negative consequences also shows that the averages
of negative physical, economic, and social effects are 29.86, 14.09, and 20.90, respectively. The average
positive effects of physical, economic, and social factors are 14.38, 24.68, and 13.30, respectively.
Therefore, the highest averages are linked to negative physical and positive social effects, respectively. The
results of variance analysis to compare different factors affecting reverse migration showed that there is a
significant difference between the villages of Qara Botlag and Qaim Abad in terms of physical factors, and
there is no difference between different villages and also between different factors. There is no significant
difference in positive environmental-physical and economic effects among villages, but there is a
difference in social effects among villages. There is a significant difference between the negative physical-
environmental effects in the villages of Qara Boltag and Dashkasan. There is a significant difference
between the social effects of the two villages of Boltaq and Dashksan, Boltaq and Qaimabad, but the
negative economic effects do not have a significant difference.

Discussion of Results and Conclusions

Regarding the age group (both young and old), the results clearly show the need for providing jobs and
housing, on the one hand, and special services on the other hand. Regarding the activity status, since the
highest percentage is assigned to retired people, it shows the effect of the age of the population in the region
in the future. The return time of more than 66% of people has been in the last 5 years and shows an
increasing trend in the coming years. The satisfaction of about 80% of people on the average level of
moving to the village can be seen from the numbers. Generally, suitable planning and considering the new
conditions are necessary for the villages. Based on the descriptive findings, the government's support has
the lowest average for the rural economy, and local management needs more attention to this issue.
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According to the path coefficient results, the main causes of reverse migration are physical-environmental
causes. Due to regional differences and natural characteristics, and the problems of cities and metropolises
that are the origin of reverse migration, this result has been different from other studies. Regarding the
positive and negative conseguences, the highest averages are related to negative physical and positive
social effects, respectively, and these results are consistent with other studies. Another important point is
that the causes of migration are almost the same at the city level and there is no noticeable difference in
location. Also, there is no significant difference in positive environmental and economic effects among
villages, but there are differences in social effects between villages. In other words, the social differences
are more visible resulting from the arrival of immigrants in the mentioned rural areas.
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Figure (1) Geographical location of the study area
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Table (2) Descriptive statistics of sample characteristic
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Table (3) Descriptive statistics of the main causes of reverse migration according to respondents
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Figure (2) Structural equation model examined in confirmatory factor analysis
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Table (5) Independent t-test results for the consequences (positive and negative) of reverse migration
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Table (6) Environmental consequences of reverse migration to rural areas
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Table (7) Social consequences of reverse migration to rural area
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Table (8) Economic consequences of reverse migration to rural areas
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Table (9) Results of ANOVA comparing factors of reverse migration in villages

Sola gre F Slysdome Kl EHESE Ol gdons ¢ game
RN 0/YAS YVY/Eit /e AREAA%%S B3SO
0+/VV4 YAO/+ v VEEVY/VEY PS03 el
YAQ/ e Yo0T0/4VV § yores b
C/EAN </AVO 00/+0Y £/v s YY+/0 A PS5 O
Y/AQ YAO v+ IVAYY/N P S0s53 bzl
YAQ/ e YAV EYY ¢ pore
EaY CVYY AAVARE §/0 e oYY/EYe 255 o
Yo/\4 YAO/ v 4 (RN VTa¥1Y R3S 0,0 olar!
YAQ/ e Y WAA/PAY ¢y

Vi) has slaasly

SOl (sl 53T a3l elad ) andllass s o (gl sy 53 o sSrs & lgs oo (slatoly dslis
5Ll 5 e Sals (Gl o5 5 e Sals LTSE 5 oy (Sl 5 ammdty ol o olozrl D
Qlﬁ*\q_mj\;oijwt_.:;)_:;w;”aﬁ@Jcﬂat;\@uﬁ.b,ugﬁ,@uwongmmgur:u
Q_MQ‘JS‘ .CMA)‘JLIM Q‘gw 6‘)\3 W‘b}é%ﬁﬁb}éu oj.; 6@)JW6MLS—L5EJNW
Sl o o Sals 5 Blak sliwyy 93w olarl aad so o 55 5l (golslae sl Liwyy 0 s (g3lall
O dods) 55l 545 (ol sl .sL..TVjLBj
Laliun g5 )3 oo sSan & e (e 5 St Ol 31 dmlin il Jebows 9030 gls (V) Jgt

Table (10) The results of ANOVA,comparing the positive and negative effects of reverse migration
in villages
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