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Abstract

The Middle East is one of the most important regions of the world due to its geographical location,
oil resources and holy places. The Islamic Republic of Iran, as one of the important and influential
countries in this region, is in the southern part of its periphery with a series of neighboring Arab
countries that enjoy a special economic and political position. Ethnic, ideological and territorial
differences, competition for the leadership of the Arab world, proxy wars, the development of
friendly and open relations with the Zionist regime, coalition building and the competition of great
powers are among the most important developments and dynamics in this surrounding
environment, which is to find the root causes and grounds of the formation of these dynamics from
It is of particular importance. Considering this importance, the present article tries to answer this
important question by assuming the formation of the mentioned developments, using Randall
Shuler's comparative-hypothetical method and based on the balance of interests in the theoretical
framework of neoclassical realism while filling the existing research gap. What are the reasons
and grounds for the formation of current developments and dynamics in the southern part of the
peripheral environment of the Islamic Republic of Iran? The result of this research, which is based
on the proof of the assumed hypothesis, is that the rulers or the government in the Arab countries
located in the peripheral environment of the Islamic Republic of Iran - which we are experiencing
a new generation of them - are simultaneously affected by several important factors at the internal
levels and structural (international) has caused important developments and dynamics in this part
of the peripheral environment of the Islamic Republic of Iran.
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L. For more Information See; Weaver, John M. (2018). “The 2017 National Security Strategy of the United States”. Journal of Strategic
Security. no, 11. 1: 62-71. Available at: https://digitalcommons.usf.edu/jss/vol11/iss1/5.
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Country 2019/2020 | 2017 /2018 2016 2015 2014 2012 /2013 20Mm
Israel 37 39 41 45 42 52 51
United States 29 28 27 22 24 21 22
Iran 12 10 10 10 9 6 4
Arab Countries 5 7 5 5 5 3 2
Russia 1 2 3 1 - -
European Countries 1 1 1 1 2 1
Other Countries 1 1 1 1 1 03 1
Other 1 0 1 1 0.1 - 0.2
There is no source of threat 2 4 1 1 1 1 04
Don't know/ Declined to answer 1 8 9 12 7 15 19

Source: Arab Center for Research and Policy Studies, The 2019-2020 Arab Opinion Index, (Doha:
ACRPS, 2020), p. 32
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1. Authors’ calculations based on World Bank’s World Development Indicators. This includes foreign nationals, which account for
roughly half the GCC population.

2 . Rentier government

3 To read more about the equation of oil versus security in US-Saudi Arabia relations, See; Hennigan W.J. (2018). “What Makes the
U.S.-Saudi Relationship So Special? Weapons, Oil and 'An Army of Lobbyists”. Times. Available at; https:/time.com/5428669/saudi-
arabia-military-relationship/.

4 See; lain Marlow. (2022). “Understanding the Ups and Downs of US-Saudi Relations”. Bloomberg. Available at;
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2022-07-11/why-us-sees-saudi-arabia-again-as-partner-not-pariah-quicktake. See also; F.
Gregory Gause. (2022). “Saudi Arabia in the New Middle East”. Council on Foreign Relations. Available at;
https://www.cfr.org/report/saudi-arabia-new-middle-east.

5 . For more Information See; Mazzetti, M and etc. (2022). “U.S. Officials Had a Secret Oil Deal with the Saudis. Or So They Thought”.
The New York Times. Available at;https://www.nytimes.com/2022/10/25/us/politics/us-saudi-oil-deal.html
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L. For more detailed and global perspective of the US’s great power competition logic see: Elbridge A. Colby & A. Wess Mitchell
(2020), ‘The age of great-power competition, how the Trump Administration refashioned American strategy”, Foreign Affairs,
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diversified cooperation”. Arab Gulf States Institute in Washington. Washington, p. 3.
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1. The Belt and Road Initiative
2, For more on China’s role in the region see Camille Lons (2019). “China’s great game in the Middle East”. European Council on
Foreign Relations. Policy Brief, 21/X/2019. https://www.ecfr.eu/publications/summary/china_great_game_middle_east.
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