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Social Movements of Citizens in the Shahnameh (A Case Study of Kaveh the
Blacksmith’s Riot and Disobedience of Bandozy and Gostaham)
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Abstract

Citizen and citizenship are relatively new terms in the field of sociological and
political studies. The citizen is always defined in a reciprocal relationship; He is a
person who, on the one hand, has political and civil rights and, on the other hand,
has duties under the law in question. Social movements are defined as a collective
effort in which individuals achieve predetermined ideals. Social movements are
organized for specific purposes and by informal institutions. Of course, in
Shahnameh, the word citizen is not mentioned. Ferdowsi in some cases uses the
word urban versus soldier to distinguish civilians from military. However, based on
the evidence presented in the current study as well as the definition of citizen in
sociological and political science culture, the word Iranian refers to Iranian citizens
in the Shahnameh. The two selected movements (one from the epic part of the
Shahnameh and the other from the historical part) testify to the robust presence and
full participation of Iranian citizens in social movements for the realization of
justice and law. This research has been done analytically and descriptively using
library and electronic resources.

Keywords: Shahnameh, citizen, Social movements, Kaveh the blacksmith,
Bandoy, Gostaham.
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