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Psychomythology in Dramatic Literature; A Case Study:
Examining Bahram Beyzai's Mythological Views Based
on Gilbert Durand's Mythological Criticism

"Behrooz Evazpour

Ph. D. in Art Research, Art University of Isfahan
“Elham Ebrahimi Naghani

MA in Performing Arts, University of Tehran

The present research aims to apply Gilbert Durand's mythological criticism
to Bahram Beyzai's dramatic works, including playwrights and screenplays,
in order to uncover the underlying mythological pattern. The task was
accomplished by utilizing the method of mythological analysis. It involved
carefully studying the author's significant work, and identifying the principal
sub-myth present in his works. In addition to analyzing the text and metatext
(such as exploring the sub-myth present in other works by the author,
studying his personal-professional life, and assessing his personal complex),
a psychometric approach was employed to uncover his personal and extra-
personal myth. The findings of the research indicate that the principal sub-
myth in Beyzai's works revolves around several key themes: studying the
past to shape the future, battling against oppression and ignorance that
hinder the growth of the homeland's fertility, and being willing to sacrifice
oneself if necessary to achieve this fertility. Furthermore, the priority of life
over death and femininity as the source of life are significant aspects of this
sub-myth. Beyzai's personal complex, described in the language of Jacques
Lacan, involves a fixated state and difficulties transitioning from the
imaginary to the symbolic realm. Lastly, his personal myth can be associated
with the goddess Anahita.

Keywords: Psychomythology, Mythological Criticism, Gilbert Durand,
Bahram Beyzai.
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