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Abstract

Due to the unfair distribution of facilities and services, the issue of inequalities in
various fields, especially in the education sector, is one of the issues thatrequires expert
studies. In the present research, the analysis of educational indicators in Iran has been
done. The research approach is quantitative and the final study of 18 research variables
has been done using multi-indicator decision-making techniques such as Vikor
technique and preference selection index. The results of Vikor technique show that
Tehran has the highest score with a score of (0/0000). Khorasan Razavi is in a good
position after Tehran with a score of (0/1830). In VIKOR technique, llam province
with a score of (0/9759) and South Khorasan province with a score of (0/9763) have
the lowest scores, and the status of educational indicators in them is evaluated as poor
and they need serious attention. The results of the preference selection index show that
Tehran with a total score of (0/9509) and Razavi Khorasan with a total score of
(0/8605) have obtained the highest scores in the preference selection index. The scores
obtained from the preference selection index show that Semnan province with a total
score of (0/2493), Qom province with a total score of (0/2693), Ilam province with a
total score of (0/2730), and South Khorasan province with a total score of (0/2842)
have the lowest scores. By using the Average nearest neighborhood the pattern of
distribution of educational services in Iran, 1/530966, Z score 5/655593, and PValue
0/000 have been obtained. Based on the Average nearest neighborhood, the pattern of
distribution of educational services in Iran has been scattered. Based on Moran's
coefficient, the pattern of distribution of educational variables in Iran is Random.
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Educational services in Iran are unfairly
distributed among the provinces of the
country, and relatively large differences can
be seen between various regions. Although,
equal distribution of opportunities and
access to a suitable educational system for
everyone is considered one of the main
pillars of sustainable development in the
third millennium, and each country is trying
to achieve it in some way, it must be
acknowledged that different societies,
especially developing societies, are facing
serious obstacles in this regard. Inequality
refers to inequality between individuals or
groups in elements such as income, wealth,
education, health, nutrition, space, politics
and social identity. Citizens' proper access
to educational services can play an essential
role in the process of sustainable urban
development and increasing the quality of
life. Despite this attitude, even after years of
planning, we can witness the weaknesses in
the provision of various services, including
educational services. As investment in
education is of vital importance for
development, and for countless reasons,
human capital and specifically education
are the most important factors in regional
differences in development, undoubtedly,
one of the most important issues in urban
and regional planning is to determine the
degree of development of cities and regions
in terms of access to educational services.
As development is based on education and
its indicators, and educational development
indicators provide the basis for achieving
sustainable human development,
conducting  research  gains  utmost
importance. Higher education realizes the
basis of achieving better living conditions
and brings a more reasonable society and a
more balanced atmosphere, and on the other
hand, the distribution of optimal
educational indicators as the basis of
achieving health, comfort and beauty of the
city, provides the prerequisites for
sustainable urban development. Therefore,

the current research was conducted with the
aim of analyzing educational indicators in
the provinces of Iran, and to achieve this, 18
educational indicators were used.

The current research is of quantitative-
analytical type, and by using VIKOR's
multi-indicator decision-making technique
and preference selection index, it attempts
to analyze educational variables in Iran. The
matrix and scope of the research are formed
by the provinces of the country in 2021. In
this study, 18 variables were selected for the
analysis of educational indicators in the
provinces of Iran, and these variables form
the decision matrix of the research, which is
taken from the statistical yearbook of Iran
2021. Using the Shannon entropy model,
the weight of each variable was obtained
and these weights were used in Vicor
technique. The preference selection index
has also been used for the analysis of
educational indices, and contrary to the
Vicor model, this index is considered
among the models that have the ability to
weight the variables.

According to the score of VIKOR
technique, the country's provinces have
been ranked in terms of access to
educational services and indicators. Thirty-
one provinces of Iran have been ranked in
four levels. Tehran, Razavi Khorasan,
Isfahan, Khuzestan, East Azerbaijan and
Fars provinces are in the first level, that is,
the very privileged level. The provinces of
West  Azerbaijan, Lorestan, Kerman,
Mazandaran, Alborz and Gilan are in the
second level. Twelve provinces of the
country are in the third level or somewhat
privileged level, and these provinces
include Kurdistan, Kermanshah, Markazi,
Sistan and  Baluchistan,  Golestan,
Hamadan, Qazvin, Bushehr, Ardabil, North
Khorasan, Qom and Hormozgan. The
provinces of Zanjan, Yazd, Kohgiluyeh and
Boyer Ahmad, Chaharmahal and Bakhtiari,
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Semnan, llam and South Khorasan are
underprivileged and need special attention.
The results of the research show that by
using the average nearest neighbor, the
pattern of distribution of educational
services in Iran is 1.530966, the Z-Score is
5.655593, and the P-Value is 0.0000. Based
on the average nearest neighbor, the pattern
of distribution of educational services in
Iran has been scattered. According to
Moran's coefficient, the pattern of
distribution of educational variables in Iran
was unpredictable and random. Examining
the difference in scores obtained from the
Vicor technique and the preference
selection index shows the existence of
inequality in the field of educational
indicators in Iran.

The educational system in Iran, which is the
foundation for scientific prosperity and the
economic growth in the society, has been
far away from its main mission due to the
existence of many challenges, one of which
is educational justice. On the one hand, in
this field, there are many inequalities
between the country's provinces at the
macro level, as well as at the regional and
urban levels. It is suggested to prepare
short-term, medium-term and long-term
educational plans to help reduce these

inequalities and to design and implement
different plans and projects. It is necessary
for policymakers and managers to pay
special attention to the provinces of the
country such as Qom, Semnan, Kohgiluyeh
and Boyer Ahmad, Chaharmahal and
Bakhtiari, Ilam, South Khorasan and others,
which are at the deprived level. These
provinces and other provinces that have
been placed at the underprivileged and less
privileged levels are considered as the first
priority of planning and it is essential to take
necessary measures to strengthen the
educational indicators in them
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