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Introduction: The present study conducted with the aim of proposing development
model of diplomacy through sport.

Methods: Research methodology was qualitative and grounded theory using
Strauss & Corbin approach. The statistical population included the presidents of
Olympic federations, Politicians, scholars and experts who had experience in
international affairs activities, and sampling continued until theoretical saturation.
To select samples targeted sampling was used and 19 people were considered as
interviewees. Semi-structured interviews were used to collect data. Using
MAXQDA software, Categories, concepts and items were extracted in order to
recognize causes, context, phenomenon, strategies and consequence.

Results: There were 297 preliminary conceptual statements with 13 categories and
73 concepts in paradigm format in four areas including application of sport,
managerial factors, foreign policy and the structure of sport.

Conclusion: Based on the findings the areas are divided as follow: the application
of sport (including political application of sport, economical application of sport,
social application of sport and development of international relations), managerial
factors (including education and training of human resources, knowledge
management, media and international relationships), foreign policy (including sport
and foreign policy and foreign policy and sport) and the last area was related to the
structure of sport (including international seats, policy making and planning, sports
organization structure, and the place of sport of Iran in the world). In addition, the
relationship between the categories showed that the obtained model matches the
original format of Strauss & Corbin paradigm model.
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Introduction

Sports diplomacy is an approach that politicians apply
to create a favorable image of their country among
foreign organizations and governments. Considering the
importance and influence of sports on human societies
and the increase of people's interest in sports
competitions around the world, the expectations from
international relations researchers to pay more attention
to the functions of sports is increased. However, the
reality is that still there is a very long path to achieve
proper situation in the context of impact of sport in
promotion of international relations among nations and
governments. In the era of globalization, it is perhaps
not possible to find a better tool than international
relations to establish communication with other
countries and organizations, and one of these tools is the
development of international relations through sporting
communication. It should be noted that the lack of
effective and permanent seats in the world federations
and the weak performance in international sports
relations have significant consequences, which can be
pointed out as not obtaining the right to host, applying
personal opinions and influencing the refereeing results
and ultimately eliminating Iranian teams. The present
inappropriate situation, along with the lack of research
in the area of development of international relations in
sports, makes the necessity of current research clear.
Therefore, the researcher aimed to propose development
model of diplomacy through sport.

Methods

Research methodology was qualitative and grounded
theory using Strauss & Corbin approach. The statistical
population included the presidents of Olympic
federations, Politicians, scholars and experts who had
experience in international affairs activities, and
sampling continued until theoretical saturation. To
select samples targeted sampling was used and 19
people were considered as interviewees. Semi-
structured interviews were used to collect data. Using
MAXQDA software, Categories, concepts and items
were extracted in order to recognize causes, context,
phenomenon, strategies and consequence.

Results

There were 297 preliminary conceptual statements with
13 categories and 73 concepts in paradigm format in 4
areas including application of sport, managerial factors,
foreign policy and the structure of sport. Based on the
findings the areas are divided as follow: the application
of sport (including political application of sport,
economical application of sport, social application of
sport and development of international relations),
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managerial factors (including education and training of
human resources, knowledge management, media and
international relationships), foreign policy (including
sport and foreign policy and foreign policy and sport)
and the last area was related to the structure of sport
(including international seats, policy making and
planning, sports organization structure, and the place of
sport of Iran in the world). In addition, the relationship
between the categories showed that the obtained model
matches the original format of Strauss & Corbin
paradigm model.

Conclusion

Sport is emphasized in public diplomacy as an effective
tool for the development of international relations, and
in the meantime, it seems that considering the
conditions imposed on the country (Iran) as well as the
pressures of cultural, social and economic changes,
sports can be considered as a tool for the promotion of
the country's relations in order to decrease global
pressures and leave a positive image of itself in the
international arena. Therefore, paying attention to the
factors identified in this research can serve as a road
map, helping the country's executive managers in taking
steps on the path of globalization by using the
capabilities of sports to support promotion of
international relations.
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