The State Studies Quarterly

Vol 9, No. 33, Spring 2023, pp 223-258.
https://tssg.atu.ac.ir

DOI: 10.22054/tssq.2023.63050.1147

() ATU
DM | PRESS

Identifying the Criteria for Assessing the Capacity of
Fragile States in Planning for
Development and Poverty Reduction

Assistant  Professor, Department of Political

Nejat Mohammadifar Science, Ardakan University, Ardakan, Iran.

Assistant Professor, Department of Political
Ehsan Kazemi Science, Shahid Chamran University of Ahvaz,
Ahvaz, Iran.

Abstract

Imagining government as a powerful and all-encompassing institution which
effectively controls a geopolitical area has affected the basic role of this
institution in the development discourse. Because the government is
considered as the main basis of political, economic and social order, its
representative role is significant. Today, many thinkers and international
organizations believe that the government still plays an essential role in
advancing the process of development and poverty reduction but the problem
is that always some governments have not been able or willing to play the
expected roles. Many governments, due to various social, political, economic
and structural reasons do not have the ability and capacities necessary for
carring out development and poverty reduction, or basically do not show much
political desire and will in this regard. Since the 1990s, those states that their
governments lack the necessary ability to perform normal functions and lead
their society to development have been known as fragile states. This is a
concept that is more related to developing countries. On the basis of this, the
main question of the current research is "what are the criteria for evaluating
the capacity and willingness of fragile states in planning for development and
poverty reduction?" The research method used in this research is systematic
review and information are collected using library tools and internet resources.
The theoretical framework of the research is based on Torres and Anderson
(2004). From the point of view of Torres and Anderson, the development
capacities of a government include the foundations of government authority,
administrative capacity and efficiency, economic efficiency and the effective
exercise of political power. A government that lacks these capacities or has
these features just to a limited extent will lose its capacity and ability to
advance development and reduce poverty to a large extent. In addition, from
thier point of view, along with these features, the political will for
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development and poverty reduction must exist at the top of the government.
In other word there should be an explicit political statement that shows the
commitment and desire of a government to advance development and poverty
reduction programs. As well, in this direction, attention should be paid to the
existence of strategies, tools and motivations for implementation, so that
services are provided in the best possible way and has the character of
inclusiveness. Finally, Torres and Anderson (2004) present a fourfold
typology of governments (weak willingness and capacity governments, strong
willingness and weak capacity governments, strong willingness and capacity
governments, and weak willingness and strong capacity governments) that can
be used to identify the criteria for evaluating the capacity of fragile states in
development planning and poverty reduction. The results of the research
findings show that governments in fragile states could have a proper planning
in order to improve development capacities and reduce poverty by
strengthening the foundations of authority, effective exercise of political
power, efficiency in macroeconomic management, administrative capacity for
implementation, along with the political commitment to reduce poverty and
provide comprehensive services. Based on this, the governments that have
weak political desire and will, even if they have the necessary capacities for
development and poverty reduction, will not succeed. Similarly, those states
that have a strong political desire and will but lack the necessary capacities,
will not be successful. In transition countries, where governments are usually
more fragile, rapid changes may lead to instability. Therefore, it should be
emphasized on gradual reforms and more accountability of governments in
these countries. As the Iraq experience clearly shows, dramatic changes—
including a sudden move toward fully competitive elections—in countries
with weak cohesion, fragile institutions, and a history of intergroup hostility
can be highly explosive and undermine the entire reform agenda. So, it is
better to give priority to solidarity and security and gradually carry out broader
reforms in the field of development and poverty reduction so that do not
explicitly threaten the status quo. Limits such as increasing transparency and
carrying out budgeting methods, strengthening non-governmental
organizations, creating a strong civil society, strengthening public cohesion
and trust, increasing income and reducing unemployment, improving the rule
of law and the government's capacity to judge and implement it can improve
relations between governments and people and provide the basis for other
actions. It seems that the biggest determining factors eventually are the
government, its leadership, policies and institutions; This does not mean
ignoring the role of the society as sustainable development requires roles of
both government and society. The development-seeking government and the
development-seeking society, with their desire and high capacities for
development, are the key to success in the advancing development and poverty
reduction.
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. Fund For Peace (FFP)

. Cohesion

. Security apparatus (SA)

. Factionalized elites (FE)

. Group grievance (GG)

. Economic

. Economic decline (ED)

. Uneven economic development (UD)
. Human flight and brain drain (HF)
10. Political

11. State legitimacy (SL)

12. Public services (PS)

13. Human rights and rule of law (HR)
14. Social

15. Demographic pressures (DP)

16. Refugees and internally displaced people (RD)
17. External intervention (EI)
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