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Introduction

Transferring experience refers to one of the significant ways to enhance knowledge and
awareness of the current situation. The political elites have had the chance to take the
advantage of the political acting’s opportunities and possibilities simultaneously, besides
touching its limitations and obstacles closely on the other hand. It may be said that the
experience of political acting varies in each society depending on the type of political
system because the political systems’ institutional, legal, and organizational structures, as
well as the cultural, historical, religious, and intellectual features affect the ways of
political acting, its rules, and its results and achievements. In Iran, women’s political
experience at the macro level is very paid attention to given its scarcity; since after forty
years from the victory of the Islamic Revolution, the women’s participation in policy-
making and political decision-making is very insignificant. Several reasons are proposed,
including structural limitations, cultural barriers, lack of elites’ circulation, sexism, etc.
(see: Mirkhoshkhou & Sadeghi, 2022). The study of the lived experiences of political
elites with the experience of being at the macro levels of politics is one of the most
reliable research methods to understand the reason. Via the in-depth interview method,
and in the study of the political activism’s characteristics, it was realized that the elites’
political education models affect their understanding of politics as well as the policy-
making ways. The main question of the present research is how many political education
models can be extracted and what strategies do the people in these models have in
political competition according to the experiences of women politicians?

Political education refers to the process of knowledge transfer and gaining political
awareness in order for political participation at low, middle, and macro levels of political
action, being different in political elite women based on the type of attitude towards
politics, political interest, and political awareness. On the other hand, as a central issue of
political activism, political competition stands for one of the criteria for measuring
political behaviors and choices, as well as decisions. There are two distinguished types of
open and hidden political competitions. Open political competition is exhibited in election
and party campaigns; however, the hidden political competition includes all affairs not
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clearly mentioned anywhere, not written, done away from the eyes of ordinary people,
while the adoption of competitive tactics and the result of the competition depends on it to
some extent. In the present paper, identification of some political training or political
education models, and their relationship with the types of hidden political competition
leads to an effort to study some factors influencing the quality of politics of female
political elites by means of their lived experiences.

Data Analysis Method

The current research was aimed at extracting Iranian elites” various political education models
and their impact on political competitions. In this study, semi-structured interview and the
qualitative data analysis method were employed through coding and based on Strauss and
Corbin method (Strauss & Corbin, 2017) to highlight the central categories. In the first stage,
the interview text was extracted by open coding, and in the next stages, important categories
were subsequently extracted by central and selective coding in the two political education and
political competition sections. The central categories of obedience, struggle, and choice in
political education were all highlighted, each placed in separate models and in total three
models including follower political education, combative political education, and citizenship
political education. Moreover, according to the conceptualization of the extracted data, political
competition was drawn as two categories of hidden political competition and competition in
political authority. In the end, the effect of political education models on the type of political
competition was summarized and then analyzed.

Data extraction was carried out by in-depth qualitative interviews with six elite political
women. The samples were selectively chosen from among the leaders in politics field with
experience of executive work at the macro levels of Iranian politics, such as the Islamic
Council and members of the government. The selective components included the completion
of the management course as well as taking a gap from the management course to get a more
comprehensive view through detaching from today’s concerns and issues. Two interviewees
were members of the government and four were Islamic Council representatives, half selected
from reformists and the other half from fundamentalists. The interviewees had an average age
of 60 years, most experienced politics in the country’s macro filed in their 40s-50s. The
interviewees’ current level of education is PhD and except for two, the rest also had a doctorate
degree at the time of their tenure. They were married and with children (2.6 children on
average), living in Tehran, two of whom born in the city and entered Tehran when they were
students in their early 20s, and the rest were born in Tehran.

Findings and Discussion
1. Analytical-conceptual Models of Political Education:
- Follower Political Education

Follower political education refers to a type of political learning appearing with the
central idea of following and obeying the religious political leaders and obtaining its
requirements from religious interpretations of following and obedience. The concept of
“guardian/protector” or “knower” stand for one of the fundamental and inviolable
concepts of this type of political education, justifying the individual’s pure obedience or
full obedience in terms of ideology and religion in political affairs. This type of political
education may be a definite basis for the individual’s decision-making, taking positions,
and political actions, considered aiming at implementing orders from superiors.

- Combative Political Education

Combative political education refers to a political learning method happened from the social
body and in the years ending in the Islamic Revolution of Iran among the youth of urban
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middle class. Aiming at fighting against the tyranny and the royal system, these people joined
religious lectures, street demonstrations, and strikes. None of the interviewees had a close
affiliation (family/organizational) with the key revolution fighters, but their participation was a
kind of political interest, exhibiting itself in the revolution general participants’ campaign goals.
The purpose of combative political training is the identification of the boundaries of the
struggle, identification of the enemy (foreign and domestic), resenting, defense preparation,
public supervision, and anti-tyranny.

- Citizenship Political Education

This type of political education is exhibited through focusing on civic activities, participation in
associations (academic, local, and non-governmental), parties and groups, as well as non-profit
institutions. The citizenship political education is aimed at getting familiarized with some
experimental social skills like strengthening group participation, tolerance, accepting criticism,
network communication, and training some social political concepts such as rule of law,
discipline, familiarity with individual and social rights, and human flourishing. The women
selected to the political administration positions until the end of the 90s and the onset of the
20th century can be mainly divided based on two models of combative political education and
follower political education. Hence, women known as politicians are affected by these two
educational models. However, with the beginning of the second decade of the 20th century,
when the political power rotation was influential, the citizenship political education model is
seen in some female politicians. Affected by this model and in response to the question of
when did you enter politics, instead of emphasizing on being a fighter, being a revolutionary, or
being a follower, female politicians emphasized on their party experience, specialized
knowledge, and political learning.

2. Analytical-conceptual Models of Political Competition
- Hidden Competitions

Hidden competitions refer to the ones different from open political competitions like elections.
Hidden political competition may be observed within factions, as well as between different
factions, mainly for gaining positions, enhancing influence, strengthening political prestige, etc.,
and in women, with the addition of gender burden, often considered as “female competition” or
“female jealousy”. It can be observed that given the lack of specialized political education as well
as limited opportunities for women to participate at macro levels, females with macro political
experience have severe intra-gender competition. In a case, in response to the question why the
plan in favor of women failed, a parliament member interviewee replied that the failure to get the
necessary votes to pass the plan in the Parliament was caused by not accompanying of other
women members. Another interviewee, also a parliament member, explains how the competition
of women in the elections within the parliament to take the ruling body seats caused the votes to
be split and women were not elected. The effect of political education on political competition is
observed here. The key reason for the political elite females’ not supporting each other, observed
particularly in the parliament meetings, is not only female jealousy as said, but also their lack of
political experience and organizational and party training, making them unable to trust someone
among themselves and unite around her. In such a situation, everybody wants to promote herself
and if she failed, she will prevent the other persons from being elected or becoming famous.
Thus, professional activism is a kind of political learning considering the first and most
significant political game lesson in not acting alone, coordinating with other members including
the central members of the party (if being a member of the party), or obeying the elders of the list
or political faction.

- Competition in Political Power
As a kind of competition between ministries, vice-chairs, and government organizations with
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institutions outside the government, political competition to gain political authority as much as
possible is mainly proposed at institutional levels. Different institutions are in charge of policy-
making in the field of women who can simultaneously take different and sometimes conflicting
paths in women’s issues. For instance, the Vice President of Women’s Affairs on the one hand
and the Supreme Council of Cultural Revolution on the other hand, and the Social and Cultural
Council of the Ministry of Interior on the other hand, each consider themselves as the center
and the owner of superior authority in policy-making and decision-making in the field of
women. Besides, the Women’s Fraction of the Parliament considers itself the authority in
managing women’s issues, such as legislation and supervision in this field. The result is that
when the Supreme Leader raised the idea of forming an additional center in the field of women
in 2012, it practically does not lead to any results since each of the aforementioned institutions
and centers considers itself the ultimate criterion and focus of dealing with the women’s issues,
without paying attention to the effectiveness or the related institutions and organizations’
special work.

Conclusion

Data analysis and extraction of political education and political competition models were
shown. It can be claimed that some models of political education lead to more peaceful or
non-conflictual competitions. In case that political competition may be divided into three
types of conflict/elimination competition, pluralistic political competition, and unitary
political competition, the type of political education model will be closely related to the
political competition method. Taking a look at the follower and campaign political
education models’ components will show that these two models are ready to apply the
model of conflict/elimination political competition in the field of open and hidden
competition so that rival groups or rival political factions are eliminated or abandoned
from the field of political games, dealings, and political participation. However, according
to the citizenship political education model containing a higher and more complex level of
individual political education and learning the political game’s requirements and rules, the
acceptance of pluralistic or unitary political competition can be witnessed. In this model,
being aware of her value and intellectual differences with the rival group, a person
(female) continues to interact, talk, and participate with the rival political group or faction,
besides trying to make a positive sum total of the political game through uniting supra-
partisian opinion at least on some issues — if not all the issues — so that overcoming
problems, dead ends, and limitations will be possible. Adopting different political
competition methods by political elites is related to the type of the political education
models’ effectiveness. Due to the different political values in each of the two ruling
political factions, besides the weak political socialization, and finally not allocating
resources to the elites’ political education, the conflict/elimination political competition is
seen more than other cases. A combination of all three models of political competition is
what observed in the experience of women’s politics in the Islamic Republic;
nevertheless, rather than pluralism or unity, the basis of political competition among
female political elites tends more toward conflict/elimination political competition.
Keywords: Woman Politician, Political Education, Political Competition, Lived
Experience, Qualitative Analysis.
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