: Volume 5. Issue 2. S 2023. Pages 71 to 84

Norman Bryson critique on Formalist and representative methods of art
analysis

Research Paper

Sheyda Nasiri*, Marziyeh Piravi Vanak?®

1. Ph.D. student of Art research, Faculty of Art and Entrepreneurship, Art University of Isfahan, Isfahan, Iran
2. Associate Professor of Art Research, University of Isfahan, Isfahan, Iran.

¢ Abstract
Received: March 7, 2023 ¢ Norman Bryson (1949) is one of the theorists in the field of philosophy and history
Accepted: August 4, 2023 ¢ of contemporary art, who advances his philosophical plan by relying on Hall's
Available online: August 19, ¢ thought and cultural studies and the importance of discussing the image in this field.
2023 : Bryson is concerned with revising the concept of art history and believes Dealing
¢ with art history is a way to rethink history itself through art, which will also lead to
: rethinking the current situation and ultimately lead to the knowledge of culture.
: According to Bryson, if art history wants to play an influential role in relation to the
: conditions to have a culture today, it must review its past through critical research
¢ and understand the ways of emergence and development of artistic experiences,
: especially in the discussion of images. Therefore, in order to revise the concept of
: art history, it is necessary to address its central core, i.e. image. and the way of
: looking at the image should be re-evaluated in order to complete Bryson's overall
: project. Image analysis is traditionally done through methodologies that, according
: to Bryson himself, cause a misunderstanding of art history and the current situation.
: Among the methodologies, Bryson specifically He emphasizes on criticism based on
: form and criticism based on representation that in the analysis of the image by
: reducing it to a static matter, it ignores its link with the context of society and culture
: and therefore the analysis presented by them remains better. Descriptive- analytical
: method with critical approach is used. Using Bryson's views on the problem, the
: present study criticizes two methods of formalistic and representational analysis in
: dealing with paintings. Formalist and representational approaches to painting, when
: criticizing, consider painting by default as an image that reveals its meaning in a
¢ moment and is based on a form or representation of something that can be understood
: and received by everyone at the moment. Is. However, according to Bryson's belief,
: the image is not a static and immobile entity and develops over time, because it is
: based on culture, and an important aspect of it is the understanding of the audience,
: which itself comes from culture, and the process of seeing and looking. He is
: constantly revising and rearranging his perceptions and perceptions. In this article,
:along with Bryson's point of view, the criticism of two formalistic and
: representational methodologies in image analysis was proposed.
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Extended Abstract

1- Introduction

William Norman Bryson (1949) is one of the Anglo-
American theorists in the field of philosophy and
history of art in the contemporary era, who after
graduating from Cambridge University in the field
of theoretical studies in the philosophy of art with a
special focus on art history. Bryson's ideas were
highly regarded in the 80s and 90s, but it can be truly
claimed that he reached his final position among the
second-generation philosophers in the field of
cultural studies after moving to Harvard University
and entering the United States. Bryson is a
philosopher who brought the achievements of this
emerging field of study into the field of art and, like
his friend and colleague, Gillian Rose, focused on
the discussion of the image, reflected on the analysis
of painting. Of course, it should be kept in mind that
Bryson's project is a broad project and involves the
revision of art history, and the discussion of image
analysis is a part of this huge project. In this regard,
he considers painting to be the most pictorial art and
focuses on it and points out that the existing
misunderstandings of the concept of art history are
due to the distortions that image analysis
methodologies have brought to the body of painting
and the nature of painting. They have reduced it to
taking nature or just its face, which is at the cost of
its separation from cultural and social roots. As a
result, if the painting analysis method is revised,
wider dimensions of painting will be opened and the
nature of painting as the social practice or cultural
sign is clarified, which really brings painting to the
position of a social formation, and from this point of
view, the nature of art history itself is also revised.
Bryson's focus on painting and the need to review its
analysis methods puts him in a unique position
compared to other philosophers in the field of
cultural studies in the second generation, which,
despite this uniqueness, can be used as a very useful
method for Studies of all kinds of paintings should
be used because it has a precise pacing. In Bryson's
thought, the study of art history in its current form is
not only not a path to the nature of art, but by
reducing art to a linear and mechanical matter that is
frozen in history, many of its aspects are forgotten.
For his intended revision, he first investigates the
visual matter from the perspective of cultural studies
and uses its complexity as a cultural output to
recreate the concept of art history. He criticizes the
existing methodologies of art ctitique specially
formalist and representative methods and finally by
proposing the concept of art as A social practice and
cultural sign of art history is not in the conventional
chronologies in history books, but in the painting
itself and in a fluid way between the painter and the
audience of the work. According to Bryson,
critiques based on a formalistic and representational

approach to painting are rejected because they
reduce it to a copy of nature and ignore the
intertwining of painting with cultural and social
formations, which shows the agency of the painter
and the audience. they seem the formalist approach
to painting considers works of art in isolation and
separation from society and real conditions based on
culture, and its analysis relies solely on the forms
used in the work and the relationships between these
forms in the form of composition. he does. In fact,
this kind of self-ritual that formalism imagines for
painting and analyzes it in isolation and considers
the necessary and sufficient condition for a work of
art to have a denotative form, at the high cost of
ignoring the deep connections of painting with
culture and context. society and its exclusion from
history and culture.

2- Method

The research method in this study is a descriptive-
analytical method with a critical approach, which
requires the description and description of Bryson's
critical opinions about image analysis. On the other
hand, descriptive-analytical research, in addition to
depicting what is, also looks at describing and
explaining the reasons of how and why. From the
methodological aspect, the critical approach has a
conversational and polemical nature; From this
point of view, its interactive and negotiated nature
requires interaction between the researcher and the
researched subject. This conversation and
interaction should be polemical in nature to
transform ignorance and inappropriate
understanding into  proper awareness and
understanding. In this paradigm, the goal is to
criticize and challenge the existing structures with
the aim of developing knowledge, and therefore, it
is active and not passive in nature.

3- Results

Bryson considers painting to be the most pictorial art
and he focuses on it and points out that the existing
misunderstandings of the concept of art history are
due to the distortions that image analysis
methodologies have brought to the body of painting
and the nature of painting has been revealed. They
have reduced its nature or its mere form, which is at
the cost of its separation from its cultural and social
roots. As a result, if the painting analysis method is
revised, wider dimensions of painting will be
opened and the nature of painting as a social pratic
or The cultural sign becomes clear, which really
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takes painting to the position of a social formation,
and from this point of view, the nature of art history
itself is also revised.

4- Conclusion

Bryson's criticism of the formalist and
representative methodologies of art history relies on
the image, and while criticizing image analysis
methodologies, he tries to revise the nature of art
history itself. Formalist and representational
approaches to painting, when criticizing, consider
painting by default as an image that reveals its
meaning in a moment and is based on a form or
representation of something that can be understood
and received by everyone at the moment. Is.
However, according to Bryson's belief, the image is
not a static and immobile entity and develops over
time, because it is based on culture, and an important
aspect of it is the understanding of the audience,
which itself comes from culture, and the process of

seeing and looking. He is constantly revising and
rearranging his perceptions and perceptions. In this
article, along with Bryson's point of view, the
criticism of two formalistic and representational
methodologies in image analysis was proposed.
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