Sociology of Social Institutions Volume 10. Issue 21. Spring and Summer 2023. Pages 209 to 234.

Research Paper

The Effect of Macroeconomic Indicators on the
Crude Marriage Rate of the Country's Provinces
in the Period of 2011-2021

Esmaeil Jahani Dolatabad ™ “¥, Mohammad Shiri* *¥, Taha Ashayeri?

! Associate Professor, Department of History and Sociology, University of Mohaghegh Ardabili, Ardabil, Iran,
sml.jahani@gmail.com

2 Assistant Professor, Iran Statistics Research Institute, Tehran, Iran, mohammadxshiri@gmail.com

3 Assistant Professor, Department of History and Sociology, University of Mohaghegh Ardabili, Ardabil, Iran,
t.ashayeri@gmail.com

d 10.22080/SS1.2023.25248.2096

Received:
April 2, 2023 Abstract
Accepted:

August 23, 2023
Available online:
September 19, 2023

Objectives: Marriage is a social contract and is determined based on the custom,
law, and religion of each society. There has been a declining trend in the desire
to get married in Iranian society with the transition from the traditional world to
modernity, value-normative changes, transformation from the extended family
system to the nuclear one, as well as the new lifestyle. The main goal of this
research is to examine the effect of macroeconomic indicators on the marriage
rate in the provinces of the country during the period of 2014-2015. Study
method: The research method of this research is a documentary that is based on
secondary analysis of data related to the marriage variable was taken from the
statistics of the country's state registration organization. Findings: The results
show that today marriage is a rational-emotional action and due to economic
pressures its rational dimension plays a decisive role in the rate and amount of
marriage. Increasing divorce statistics, financial pressures on the lives of couples,
economic instability, and unfavorable and unstable business environment have
led to prudent actions (profit-loss, exchange action, avoidance of economic-
social loss) in the problem. As a result, in the 90s (1390-1400) at the same time as
the Gini coefficient increased, the inflation rate and unemployment as well as the
decrease in the rate of economic participation) along with society's awareness of
the existing conditions (increasing divorce and heavy dowry), the desire to marry

Keywords: has decreased. Conclusion: Based on these findings, it is expected that in order
Marriage rate, Economic | to maintain the demographic window of the society and the stability of the
instability, Family institution and culture of the Iranian family system, long-term scientific planning

changes, Rational choice | and policymaking should be done seriously in macroeconomic indicators.
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Extended Abstract

1. Introduction

Iranian society  has undergone
fundamental changes in the field of family
institutions and the increase in divorce
and decrease in desire to marry
(increasing the age of marriage and
monogamy) in the period of 1390-1400
that indicates the normative and value
changes of the family system. The
transition of the family from extended to
nuclear, individualism, finding the
importance of individual choices, the
active presence of women in the work
field, and reducing the interference of the
kinship system and hierarchical norms
(patriarchy) are considered the important
changes in Iranian society. Considering
the importance of preserving and
continuing the family institution in terms
of community development, demographic
window, reduction of the elderly, the
dynamics of the family system, and the
restoration and strengthening of the value
of the family (from the perspective of
having children, forming a family on time,
and reducing celibacy and monogamous
culture), the current research, relying on
official (real) data, seeks to study the
reasons for the decrease in the marriage
rate in Iranian society. The statistics of the
country registration organization in the
past years show the downward trend of
marriage in the country's provinces, which
makes it more necessary to address the
reason for the problem. Based on this, the
main goal of the research is to examine the
economic factors affecting the reduction
of marriage statistics in the provinces of
the country, relying on the theoretical
perspective of rational choice. This study
was carried out using the secondary
analysis technique through which the
available statistics on marriage and

statistics related to economic indicators
were used by the provinces of the country.

2. Methods

The research method of this research is a
documentary that is based on secondary
analysis. In this study, two sets of data
have been used for the 10-year period
from 2011 to 2021. The data related to the
marriage variable was taken from the

statistics of the country's state
registration = organization, and the
information  related to  economic

indicators was obtained from the statistics
of the Iranian Statistics Center. These
indicators are GDP, Gini -coefficient,
unemployment rate, economic
participation rate, and inflation rate.

3. Results

The descriptive results of this survey
indicate that the crude rate of marriage in
the country had a completely downward
trend between 2011 and 2021 and during
this period, there was a significant
decrease in the mentioned rate. The
marriage rate has reached from 11.64 in
2011to 6.77 in 2021 and the important point
in this part of descriptive findings is the
simultaneity of this change in marriage
rates with economic changes in this
period. Examining the state of the
country's economic indicators in the
period from 2011 to 2021 indicates the
deterioration of the country's economic
conditions, especially in the second half of
the nineties, in terms of the increase in the
inflation rate, Gini coefficient, and
unemployment rate. In other words,
during this period, the upward trend of the
mentioned indicators has  been
accompanied by a significant decrease in
marriage statistics in the country.
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The important question of the current
research is focused on whether the
changes in marriage rates among
provinces can be explained based on
economic factors. The results showed that
among the examined economic variables,
inflation rate, Gini coefficient, and
unemployment rate have the most
explanatory power regarding marriage
rates as well as changes in marriage rates
among provinces. Inflation can affect
marriage by reducing income and wealth.
Inflation affects income by increasing
interest and reducing the real value of
consumer wealth to the extent that
inflation reduces income and wealth and
reduces the possibility of marriage. After
the inflation rate, other determining
indicators that explain the marriage rate
among the provinces, are in the next
ranks .They have taken the Gini coefficient

and unemployment rate. According to the
results of this study, there is a statistically
significant relationship between the
unemployment rates of the provinces and
the marriage rates registered in them.
Unemployment and not having a
permanent job, especially for men, is one
of the most important reasons for
postponing marriage. In developing
societies, considering that the main
responsibility of providing common life
expenses rests with men, employment as a
prerequisite for them is particularly
important for marriage. Young people who
are deprived of financial independence
and depend on family financial assistance
have to delay their plans and goals such as
marriage and family formation until the
unknown future.

4. Conclusion
Therefore, in the final summary, it can be
acknowledged that the social and

economic developments of the past
decades in Iran have confronted the family
system with new and diverse changes,
challenges, issues, and needs, and at the
same time, the family is increasingly
exposed to multiple and complex causes
and factors. An economic resource for
families to earn income is the job, and
unemployment means the lack of such a
valuable resource. Marriage is involved in
an economic environment of incremental
residuals. On the other hand, inflation has
worsened the business conditions of the
family and thereby reduced the usefulness
of marriage through the reduction of
household consumption and leisure time.
While the effects of inflation on marriage
are expected to be persistent, price
volatility may interfere with couples'
financial planning for marriage, which
could lead to lower marriage rates.

The economy is one of the bases for the
development of society and the survival of
a social institution. By disrupting the
economic institution, other institutions,
including the family, also suffer. An
economy is a form of behavior of social
actors who work in the production and
distribution of goods and services
necessary for the material survival and
well-being of individuals and society. The
economy has the role of creating stability,
adaptation, and adaptation; in other
words, creating intellectual security in
society. The crisis in the distribution of
goods and services, and in other words,
the scarcity of food resources, is the
foundation for all kinds of harm in the
family institution, including the reduction
of the motivation to marry. Therefore, it
can be seen that in Iran, economic factors,
especially inequality, unemployment, and
inflation, are economic factors.
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