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ABSTRACT

Environmental issues caused by profit-making behavior of humans with nature on the one hand, and
the need to carry out climate change adaptation programs on the other hand, as well as the inability
of the governmental executive bodies to fully implement the programs, make it important for the
broad participation of all groups, including non-governmental environmental organizations.
Generally speaking, participation is influenced by various factors, one of which is utilizing cultural
capital. The aim of this article is to sociologically analyze the impact of cultural capital of members of
non-governmental organizations on environmental participation. The research method was survey
and questionnaire method were used to collect data. The statistical community of the research was
formed by all the members of environmental non-governmental organizations in Tehran, Iran. The
sample size of 376 people was selected using the relative random sampling method and SPSS software
was used for data processing and analysis. The results of the present study showed that the cultural
capital and participation of most of the respondents is in the "average level and more" and with the
increase of cultural capital and each of its dimensions separately, the participation increased. It also
showed that the members with cultural capital were able to use creative mechanisms in the following
cases. have a role: creating incentives for the participation of people and investors, implementing
symbolic programs with the aim of promoting, transferring environmental knowledge and education,
facilitating, demanding, empowering, increasing interaction with society, influencing the government
and local communities, etc. From the results of this research, it can be concluded that environmental
non-governmental organizations can play a role in creating sustainable fields among people and can
be good promoters for building environmental issues at the community level.
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INTRODUCTION

Participation is not only an important option in accomplishing one's social
responsibility towards the environment, but is also considered as an important way
to protecting the environment and has become "a central aspect of environmental
decision-making, including various governments' decisions to address climate
change" (Ackerbom and Craig, 2022, 232). Entering the concept of participation in
the social domain, the influence of citizens in the administration of urban affairs has
been considered because “participation allows diverse voices to be heard, ensures
that decision makers improve their final decisions by considering all aspects of a
problem, and increases the legitimacy and public acceptance of the final decision”
(Ibid., 233). Therefore, considering that environmental issues are caused by the
profitable behavior of humans towards the nature and as a result, "environmental
problems are always social problems as well, because they involve the relationship
between humans and their environment" (Sutton, 2013, 54). Based on this, it is
necessary to implement climate change adaptation programs. The inability to fully
implement programs by executive bodies requires the extensive participation of all
groups, including environmental NGOs, in order to protect the environment and
help solve possible environmental problems. The widespread participation of non-
governmental organizations in environmental governance has become more evident
over the past few decades (Yildirim and Aina, 2018, 409). This participation is
influenced by various factors, and in this regard, the possession of cultural capital is
one of the factors affecting the participation of members of NGOs.

PURPOSE

Considering the role of NGOs, the goal of this research is a sociological analysis of
the effect of cultural capital of members of those institutions on environmental
participation.

METHODOLOGY

This is survey-based research where a semi-structured questionnaire has been used as
a toll to collect the required data on people's participation to deal with environmental
problems. The research was conducted in 2020. The statistical population of the study
consisted of members of environmental groups in Tehran. The sample size was
determined based on Cochran's formula and hence, 376 people were selected through
a relative random sampling method. SPSS software was used to analyze the data. In
order to check the reliability and validity of research tools and data, Cronbach's alpha
coefficient, face validity and construct validity were used.

FINDINGS

Most of the respondents were in the age group of 32 to 42 years men, married,
employed and those with postgraduate education. Cultural capital of 92% of the



respondents was reported as “moderate and higher". 68.6% of the respondents had
shown a “moderate to very high" participation. In the inferential statistics section,
the main hypothesis of the research on the correlation between cultural capital and
participation was confirmed. The results indicated a significant correlation between
subjective, objective, institutional cultural capital and environmental participation
with the degree of correlation 0.370, 0.432 and 0.270, respectively which confirmed
a significant relationship between variables. In the regression model, the correlation
coefficient of variables to explain the environmental participation was equal to
0.570. The variance ratio of the participation variable explained by the independent
variables of the research was 32.5%. Also, the beta coefficient of cultural capital
compared to other variables (age, history and income) was reported to be 0.478,
which had the highest share in predicting the dependent variable compared to
others.

CONCLUSION

The results of the present study showed that cultural capital and participation of
most respondents were in "average and higher" levels. The level of cultural capital of
NGO members, on the one hand, justified their motivation, and on the other, it
indicated the increasing trend of their participation. With the increase of cultural
capital and each of its dimensions separately, participation increased and members
with cultural capital were able to apply creative mechanisms in the following cases:
motivating people and investors to participate, implementing symbolic programs,
transferring knowledge and environmental education, facilitating, demanding,
empowering, influencing the target community, increasing interaction with the
community, creating acceptance areas for new energies as well as influencing
people's attitudes towards the environment, influencing the government and local
communities, etc. Thus, it can be concluded that environmental factors can play
some roles in creating a sustainable environment among local people and be good
promoters for building environmental quality at the community level. An objective
cultural capital as a strong predictor shows that the ability of members can influence
through artistic tools, content production, and illustration. In addition, thoughts
and behavior of members of environmental NGOs in dealing with related issues are
influenced by their cultural capital, and the extent of this capital and environmental
experiences will lead to the adoption of creative strategies and different
consequences. Finally, increasing cultural capital will affect the cultural tastes of
individuals and activation of social networks which will help strengthen individual
memberships and develop environmental factors.

NOVELTY

Studies conducted in Iran have so far less focused on the role of cultural capital on
NGOs participation in environmental issues. The importance and role of NGOs in
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improving and protecting the environment and creating optimal opportunities for
people's participation in metropolises like Tehran with numerous environmental
issues indicates the necessity of studying NGOs. The selection of environmental
non-governmental organizations as the statistical population is one of the
innovations of this research.
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