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Miracles are the foundation for the Mythical Figure
of Mystics Based on Joseph Campbell’s Theory
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Abstract

One of the controversial issues of Islamic mysticism is the conception of dignified power for
Sufi sheikhs, which has a great semantic and content affinity with miracles. The difference is
that miracles for the prophets are the extraordinary deeds of the saints. With the organization
of sects in the middle of the fifth century AH and the severe weakness of the Seljuk
government after the defeat of Sanjar (d. 552 AH) from Ghozan and the collapse of social and
political conditions, miracles found a different symbolic dignity and referred to the
superhuman works of the sect. Mystics are no longer mere spiritual persons; rather, they are
portrayed as mythical heroes with divine power who break the divine order and laws
governing nature. Miracles depict the path of the seeker’s journey like the journey of the hero
of the myths, in which the sheikh went through a very difficult path in order to achieve such a
superhuman power and benefit his disciples and supporters from it. Joseph Campbell's theory
of monomyth (one myth) is very much in line with the seeker's spiritual journey. In this study,
by collecting written mystical and historical sources related to the path of the mystic's
movement to perfection and by matching those concepts to the three stages of separation,
accession, and return of Campbell's theory, we can come to the conclusion that the purpose of
creating miracles is the creation of mythical figures of mystics is to introduce them as
religious heroes of the new age.

1. Introduction

One of the characteristics of mystics is the supernatural power attributed to them. This
extraordinary act places mystics in the position of a unique actor whose actions must be
analyzed at a very distinct level from other members of the society. The conformity of his
supernatural actions with the external reality is not so important, but the believability of
superhuman actions is important. These superhuman behaviors make Pir and Murshid
mythological heroes. Human society in every place and time needs a mythical space where
social activists can establish strong bonds with the society by breathing in that space. In fact,
heroes are the adventurers of the ethnic spirit of a civilization. This study seeks to explain
how the miracles of mystics are connected with myth. In fact, the current research seeks to
find an answer to this research question: What was the purpose of making miracles for
mystics?

2. Review of the Literature

In relation to the topic of this study, no independent research has been done. Despite this, a lot
of research has been done on the commonalities of epic and mysticism. For example,
Karamati Moghadam (2014), in the book From Beyond the Epic to the Heights of Mysticism,
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mentions common themes such as the perfect human being in the epic and Pir in mysticism,
Phoenix, Number Seven, and so on. He follows Haft Khan and Haft VVadi Suluk, and in the
last two chapters of the book, he deals with the similarity of extraordinary issues in epic and
miracles in mysticism. No study has mentioned the fact that miracles are made for the reason
that religious heroes introduce the new world to the society.

On the other hand, many articles have been written about the adaptation of Joseph
Campbell's theories to epic studies. However, regarding the analysis of mystical texts based
on Campbell's theory, we can only refer to the article by Samizadeh and Khojasteh (2016)
entitled structural analysis of the hero's journey in epic and mysticism based on Joseph
Campbell's theory, and the other by Rafiei Rad and Namvar Motlaq (2014) entitled adaptation
of the mystic's four journeys in the perspective of Mulla Sadra and Joseph Campbell's
monotheistic theory. The first article analyzes Attar’s Mantiq al-tayr while emphasizing the
two archetypes of hero and Journey based on the three main stages of Campbell's theory,
without going into the details of the story of the birds and Sheikh Sanan. The second article
also deals with the comparison of mystical concepts with Campbell's theory, based on Mulla
Sadra’s asfar al-arba ‘ah. None of these two articles deal with the role of virtues in creating
the heroic character of mystics.

3. Methodology

The present study is carried down based on library sources using the descriptive-analytical
method. Joseph Campbell's monomyth theory has been used to analyze the mythical aspects
of mystics.

4. Conclusion

From the middle of the 4th century AH, extensive structural changes took place in the
political and social system of Khorasan. Religion, which covered all aspects of life with
strong support, provided the ground for the creation of its own special myths. The most
important religious group that was able to attract many followers by creating myths was the
mystics. The mystics' basic tool for creating myths was the description of miracles like the
lives of the mentor of the Tarigat. In this way, the Pir of the Tarigat became the mythical hero
who provided a valuable spiritual model for the Salek (seeker). This idea is also confirmed by
Campbell's monomyth theory. This theory establishes a similar pattern of three stages
(separation, accession, and return) for the hero's journey, which is the same among all the
narratives of the heroes' lives in the world. The miracle-like narration of the life of mystics is
also very compatible with this theory. The steps of the hero's journey (separation or departure,
rejection of the invitation, unseen assistance, crossing the first threshold, and the belly of the
whale), the rite of Tasharof (the road of tests, meeting with the Goddess, reconciliation with
the father, Gods), and so on can be adapted to the miracle-like narrative of the mystics, which
all form the basis of the mythical aspect of mystics.
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