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Abstract

The Sagga-Khaneh Movement or School of Sagga-Khaneh is an Iranian neo-traditional modern artistic movement
active from the 1950s through the Islamic Revolution from 1979. Rooted in a history of coffee paintings and visual
elements of Shia Islam, it draws on the country’s traditional cultural motifs and elements to develop local modern
art and redefine a national artistic identity. Sadegh Tabrizi (1938-2017) was an Iranian painter and calligrapher and
one of the forerunners of Saqga-Khaneh style. Therefore, this research tries to introduce and identify the works
of this artist, to examine the characteristics of visual elements in his paintings, and also to explain the structure
and themes of these visual elements with a semiotic approach. This research as a qualitative study benefited from
descriptive-analytical research methods. The results of the research showed that visual signs of Sadegh Tabrizi’s
works can be classified into six categories. In general, visual elements are more symbolic. The largest volume of
pictorial elements is of symbolic type and consists of figurative and abstract similes, and the least is naturalistic.
Written motifs have a special place in the works of Tabrizi, which are combined with religious and spiritual themes
and with the Persian calligraphy. Vegetal motifs are more symbolic and human and animal motifs are more sym-
bolic.
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